City of Springdale Council

September 3, 2014


President of Council Tom Vanover called Council to order on September 3, 2014, at 7:01 p.m. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the pledge of allegiance.
Mr. Vanover:  Council, before we move much further, officially, we are adding 9A, an Executive Session for personnel matters and 5A; the Mayor has some Proclamations.  
Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Harlow, Hawkins, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present.  

The minutes of August 20, 2014 were considered.  Mr. Hawkins made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Harlow seconded.  The minutes were approved as published with five affirmative votes and two abstentions, Mr. Diehl and Mrs. Emerson.   
Communications



Mayor Webster:  I've got two proclamations I'd like to share with Council and the audience here this evening.  The first one I'm going to present to this young lady tomorrow afternoon at 2:30 p.m. at a party down at Maple Knoll:  

WHEREAS, on September 2, 2014, Mrs. Viola Marie Mastrullo, a twelve year resident of the City of Springdale, celebrated her 100th birthday; and       

WHEREAS, Mrs. Mastrullo was born Viola Marie Wise in a part of Cincinnati known as the Mohawk area; and

WHEREAS, On June 23, 1934, Viola married Anthony Mastrullo; Anthony was originally from Bisaccia, Italy; and 

WHEREAS, The Mastrullos raised two wonderful sons, Anthony Joseph and Daniel John, who favored them with four grandchildren, four great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandson; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Mastrullo, being a child of the depression, taught her children not to waste anything and to share what they have with those in need; and

WHEREAS, She remembers working at Crosley for a wage of twenty-five cents per hour.  She was also employed by Auto-lite during the war years, when her husband was away in the Navy, all the while keeping house and lovingly cooking and caring for her family; and 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Mastrullo’s life has been full of happiness and wonder; she often says to her family, “I never thought I would live this long and see the things I’m seeing!” 

NOW THEREFORE, I, DOYLE H. WEBSTER, Mayor of the City of Springdale, do                         
hereby proclaim Thursday, September 4, 2014 as

"Viola Marie Mastrullo Day"

in the City of Springdale and commend this observance to our citizens.
You can imagine that Daniel John had something to do with this since this refers to her wonderful children.  Dan, I look forward to presenting this to your mother tomorrow afternoon.

The other proclamation I’d like to issue this evening will be presented on Sunday, September 21st, to the Springdale Church of the Nazarene:  
WHEREAS, On Sunday, September 21, 2014, Springdale Church of the Nazarene will officially celebrate its 80th year as a formal congregation; and

WHEREAS, The actual organizational date of Springdale Church of the Nazarene was August 25, 1934 when Rev. Charles Gibson, District Superintendent of the Ohio District Church of the Nazarene visited the small mission that was meeting in an abandoned storefront on Springfield Pike; and 

WHEREAS, The church had begun as a “Depression Church”, an interdenominational mission in 1933 with nine people in the congregation and by its organizational date just a year later, there were 32 charter members; and 

WHEREAS, The church began to grow, slowly but surely and by fall of 1937, it had gained enough financial strength to purchase some small lots along Kemper Road by paying the back taxes on them.  Led by Pastor Rev. L.L. Latham, a new chapel was constructed and the first service was held there on November 15, 1938; and 

WHEREAS, During WWII, the church engaged in much intense prayer as many young men from the congregation left to participate in war efforts.  The church became known as “The Praying Church by the Side of Kemper Road”. In 1965, after construction of a new parsonage and sanctuary under the leadership of Rev. Luther Watson, the church’s strong preaching ministry was complemented by a strong music ministry earning the nickname, “The Singing Sanctuary”; and 

WHEREAS, Further expansion needs surfaced in the late 1960’s and the property of The Pin Oak Farm, located across from Maple Knoll was settled upon as the appropriate place.  The land was purchased in April of 1971.  The Kemper Road property was sold to another congregation and that sale enabled the church to begin its new building project.  For a time, temporary Sunday worship was held in the cafeteria of Springdale school led by Rev. Harold Graves who pastored the flock and kept a watchful eye on the construction project. Then on Labor Day weekend of 1975, the Church’s new facility at 11177 Springfield Pike was ready. The formal dedication was held on February 15, 1976 following the arrival of the new pastor, Rev. J. K. Warrick; and  

WHEREAS, During Rev. Warrick’s pastorate, the National Nazarene Softball Tournament was founded, which has attracted teams from churches across the country for 31 years.  By 2000, church attendance had surpassed the 1000 mark and in April 2002 ground was broken on a $5.6 million dollar, two-story structure featuring educational space, two gym floors, a stage, a fully equipped kitchen, a large open atrium and more. On Sunday afternoon, July 13, 2003, the Springdale Nazarene orchestra opened the building’s Dedication Service to the strains of “How Firm a Foundation”; and

WHEREAS, Springdale moved forward under the leadership of its pastor, Dr. Rick Harvey, “Pastor Rick”, who challenged the church to become increasingly “others-minded”.  This prompted expanded mission experiences with ministry, work and medical excursions to various locations in Central and South America and Africa, and the hosting of the Tri-County SOUL Ministries, a food and clothing pantry supported by a consortium of area churches, along with various new programs, such as MOPS, a program for Mothers of Pre-Schoolers, Springdale Upward Basketball and Cheerleading, and continuation of the Living Cross performance.  We celebrate with the entire congregation of the Springdale Church of the Nazarene their long history of supporting and improving the Springdale community.  

NOW THEREFORE, I, DOYLE H. WEBSTER, Mayor of the City of Springdale, do hereby proclaim
Sunday, September 21, 2014, as

Springdale Church of the Nazarene Day

in the City of Springdale and commend this observance to our citizens.

I am very pleased to have with us this evening Reverend Daryl Blank, who is the senior pastor of the church and Marshall Duke, who is the pastor for Pastoral Care.  If you gentlemen would step forward, I'd be more than happy to present this proclamation to you. 

Pastor Duke:  In honor of 80 years, we are trying to raise $80,000 to use for local needs; it will not go out of the country, as a lot of our resources do.  We're at about $50,000 right now and we're hoping throughout the year of 2014-2015, all of that money will be used close to home.  We did this at a previous church I was at; we gave some money to a local police department to buy a vest for a dog and things like that, so it won't necessarily just be ministries but things to improve our community and improve our state.  We appreciate you doing this today and we'll make sure we mention that on Sunday the 21st.  Thank you.

Communications From The Audience

-
none

Ordinances and Resolutions
RESOLUTION NO. R 11-2014
AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO FILE APPLICATIONS WITH THE OHIO PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION FOR LOCAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (LTIP) FUNDS AND/OR STATE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (SCIP) FUNDS, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE ALL CONTRACTS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS

Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Emerson seconded.  Resolution R11-2014 passed with seven affirmative votes.
Old Business





Mr. Parham:  I want to provide you with a timeline for the implementation of the Electric and Natural Gas Aggregation Programs.  If you recall, Council adopted the legislation for both programs at the August 20th meeting.  Since then, we have been working with the supplier, Interstate Gas Supply (IGS), in order to put together the opt-out letter.  Yesterday, September 2nd, the opt-out letter was submitted to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO).  That is one of the requirements of the process.  Before they (IGS) can send the document out, it must be approved by the PUCO.  PUCO then has a ten-day period in order to respond back to the supplier.  The additional ten days would put us somewhere around September 12th.  At that time, on September 12th, the intention is to mail the opt-out letters out to all of the residents that are identified on the City's customer list. That process is the same for both the Natural Gas and the Electric Programs. Once those letters go out, residents will have 21 days in order to opt out of the program.  If you wish to remain in the program, you simply do nothing.  If you want to opt out of the program, there should be at the bottom of the letter, a cut-off slip; you will send that back in to IGS and you will then be removed from the program.  Once the 21-day period has expired, that will be roughly around October 3rd; the initial opt-out deadline will have occurred.  IGS will then forward a list of all individuals who did not take action to opt out of the program to Duke Energy.  A day or two after that, approximately October 5th, Duke Energy will send a notice, which we refer to as the final notice, to the residents.  Those residents who chose not to opt out during the 21-day period will have an additional seven-day period in order to, again, take action to opt out of the program.  If you do not opt out of the program by the conclusion of that seven-day period, somewhere around October 12th, that will be the first day IGS begins to serve as the supplier.  Residents will not see any difference in their electric or natural gas service.  IGS will simply begin to serve as the organization that sends the generation of the gas and the electric to Duke Energy.  After IGS starts that process, you will start at that point receiving your gas and electric from them.  Roughly 30 days later, around November 12th, you will probably receive your bill.  Of course, this is all predicated on when your meter is read.  If your particular meter read date is around November 12th or prior to that, you more than likely will not experience the savings of IGS until your December bill.  If your meter read date is post November 12th, you will begin to see the lower rate in the month of November.
I wanted to be able to provide that information to the residents and to you all so that we can recognize when the changeover will occur.  The November 12th date is not a date set in stone.  The only dates really set in stone are:  1) the day the opt-out document (letter) was submitted to PUCO, 2) the PUCO ten-day period, and 3) then when they send the letters out.  Let us suppose they send those letters out on September 12th, then October 3rd is the real deadline.  
Mayor Webster:  Correct me if I summarize this incorrectly.  If you've been on the City's program and you want to continue on the City's program, just do nothing.  Ignore all of the mailings and you'll still be on the City's program.  Is that correct?

Mr. Parham:  Yes.

Mayor Webster:  If you're not on the City's program, what do you do?  

Mr. Parham:  If you have not been on the previous program and let’s say you’re with another supplier, if your contract has not yet expired with that supplier, again, as we have advised you before, make contact with that supplier to find out whether there is a termination fee for you to leave them early.  Once they give you that information, you have a decision whether or not you wish to pay that termination fee or ride it out and then become a part of the City's program at a later date.  Another opportunity that you may not have been on the City's program is because throughout the years, we all have received our bill from Duke Energy.  From time to time, Duke places a little flyer in our bill envelope that says if you do not wish to be solicited by others, contact us and let us know and we will put you on our (do not solicit) list.  So you are now on Duke’s list and we can not solicit you, nor can any of those other suppliers solicit you.  In that instance, you are going to have to contact Duke Energy to tell them you want to participate in this program.  
Mr. Squires:  There are a lot of letters going out right now from Duke.  You’re suggesting to our people that they basically ignore those?  
Mr. Parham:  Mr. Squires, I am not familiar with any letters going out from Duke to our residents at this time.  However, by the 12th of September, there should be a letter that goes to our residents that are on our customer list that IGS has received from Duke Energy for those residents that:  a) had not indicated to Duke that they did not wish to be solicited, or b) they were not with another supplier.  So if they were with Duke Energy and do not fall under those two qualifications, then they are on our customer list.  Around September 12th, they are going to receive a letter from IGS and the letter is simply going to indicate that the City has put this opportunity forth and that you have a chance to save money by participating in this program, and here is the rate.  At that point, if you wish to not participate in the program, you cut off the bottom of the sheet and send that back to IGS.  If you wish to continue, you simply do nothing.
Mr. Squires:  Nothing.  That’s the key to it.

Mr. Parham:  Yes.

Mr. Vanover:  As Mr. Squires alluded to, although the letter wasn't from Duke; it was actually from Duke Energy Retail.  I got one last week.  The rate we got through our Aggregation is 5.81 cents.  Duke Retail is offering 6.49 cents.  So again, hats off to the Administration for their hard work.  With two in a row, we'll call that in and say that we beat the competition so to speak.
Mr. Parham:  Two points.  In reference to those letters, always understand that Duke Energy Retail is a subsidiary of Duke Energy.  They were created to compete with IGS, with Dayton Power and Lighting, and all of those other alternative suppliers.  Second point is that I received an e-mail from Eagle Energy earlier this morning indicating that the City of Cincinnati partnered with First Energy and they filed their opt out letter for the City of Cincinnati I think today.  He indicated that their rate is 5.89 cents/kilowatt/hour.  In addition, theirs goes through May of 2017 and there is a $25 cancellation fee for residents if they decide to exit the City of Cincinnati's program at some point prior to the expiration of that contract.  Again, there is no cancellation fee for Springdale residents that wish to leave the program at any point in time.

Mr. Vanover:  Correct, very good point.  Any other discussion?  Mr. Parham, do you have anything else?

Mr. Parham:  No, sir.

New Business:
Mr. Knox:  During the discussion of a possible new sidewalk on Kemper Road, one of the residents raised the issue of clearing a sidewalk versus the possibility of ice forming on that sidewalk and thereby assuming a certain amount of liability.  Paragraph 93.11, Removal of Ice and Snow, states that any person with a sidewalk must, within the first four hours of daylight, following or during a fall of snow, shall cause the snow to be removed from the walk.  I would like the Rules and Laws Committee to take a look at this and see if we can come up with a wording that is a little more friendly to residents and businesses.
Mr. Vanover:  Does anyone have any objections? We will forward that to Rules and Laws.
Mayor Webster:  I've got an item I'd like to read into the record.  It's not New Business; it should be under probably Meetings and Announcements but since we're going into Executive Session and when we come back we probably won't have this big of an audience and I'm sure the TV cameras won't be here.  I just received this today.  It's from the Cincinnati Center for Autism.  They are having their annual Yard Sale on Saturday October 4th from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 305 Cameron Road, here in Springdale.  Please consider donating your gently used clothing, house wares, books, toys, tools, yard and garden furniture and more in support of CCA.  Proceeds of the sale will be used to purchase teaching materials for the school.  Contact Rene at 513-846-5115 if you have items you’d like to donate.  Everybody mark that down if you will; it's for a great cause.    

Mr. Parham:  I guess this could have fallen under Old Business.  At the June 18th meeting, you adopted Resolution No. R7-2014, entering into a Cooperative Agreement with Hamilton County to participate in the upcoming Community Development Block Grant Program for the upcoming three-year program.  The timeframe for the program is March 1, 2015 through February 28, 2017.  We were notified by the County this week that: 1) all projects and priorities to participate in this upcoming program must be submitted to the County by November 3rd, 2014;  2) at the same time, the City must hold two public hearings which must be at least one week apart.  I would suggest the October 1st and the October 15th Council meetings; 3) the City must identify potential projects/programs for the next three-year cycle; 4) once we have identified those preferred projects, and we have given the public an opportunity to provide feedback, suggestions, new projects or programs, Council then would adopt an ordinance submitting the chosen projects to the County and subsequently to Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  The County would schedule a time to finalize their recommended list of projects to HUD by December 15th, 2014.  As we are all aware, we have been participating in the Community Development Block Grant Program for a number of years.  Over the last few years, at least through this last cycle or current cycle (2012-2014), we have received $20,000 each year for our Home Improvement Program.  This program is where residents are able to make improvements to the exterior of their home and property and be reimbursed up to $1,000.  They must meet certain income guidelines as established by HUD.  Initially the program took off like gangbusters.  We had a lot of residents participating.  We were making reimbursements and we saw a substantial difference between the cost of the improvement and/or the reimbursement, versus the actual value that took place as part of the improvement to their property.  In 2011, the City received $30,000 for this program.  We reimbursed $29,721; thereby having $279 carryover into the next year.  To date, we have had 17 applications that we have been approved.  We have reimbursed $16,074 and we still have a balance of $5,900 remaining.  The reason its $5,900 is because during the 2013 year program, we saw about $1,900 come over from the 2012 program.  I think the program still brings great value to the community.  An individual gets an opportunity to improve their home, their property, as well as having a positive impact on their neighbors. The difference currently between the amount that they spend on the property versus the value of the improvement is a very small number.  I think that this still continues to be a good program.  It probably would be a good program to look at for the upcoming three-year period.  Maybe we consider reducing the amount, if we come up with other projects.
  One of the other projects I have thought about is, each year that we have taken the opportunity to have an Annual Street Improvement Program, we have included ADA handicapped ramp improvements.  The average cost for one ramp, it always varies because it depends on the size of the area, is about $1,000 per improvement.  If we decided we want to seek, instead of $20,000 this year for the Home Improvement Program, maybe we went after $15,000 for the Home Improvement Program and maybe $15,000 or $20,000 for ADA Ramp Improvement Program.  There are a number of other ideas that we are going to try to come up with.  I am going to send out an email to the Directors again and ask them to give me some ideas that we can consider and have for our Public Hearing at one of the October meetings, if you are in agreement.  I wanted to present this information to you and now I am willing to answer any questions you may have.
Mrs. Emerson:  On that type of improvement, when we redid the roads and the curbs and people had to replace their aprons, because that can be costly to people, can that money be used to repair the apron of their driveway?
Mr. Parham:  I think your driveway apron, just like your driveway, qualifies.  I am almost certain we had a resident that actually did use the dollars in one of the previous programs to improve their drive apron.

Mrs. Emerson:  Thank you.

Mr. Vanover:  Any further discussion?

Mrs. Emerson:  I make a motion that the Council go into Executive Session as a Committee of the whole to discuss personnel issues.
Mr. Hawkins seconded the motion.  

Council voted 7-0 to go into Executive Session.  

Mr. Vanover:  We do not anticipate any action coming out of this.  I have been advised that we do not need our Engineer or Law Director or Christine Russell.  

Council reconvened from Executive Session at 08:30 p.m.

Meetings and Announcements

Mrs. Harlow:  Planning Commission will meet in these chambers on September 9th at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Squires:  The Board of Health will have its meeting on September 11th in the conference room adjacent to Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.
Mr. Hawkins:    The Rules and Laws Committee will meet on September 16th at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room adjacent to Council Chambers and the Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on September 16th at 7:00 p.m. in these chambers.

Mr. Thamann:  The Records Commission will meet September 17th at 6:30 p.m. in the Administrative Conference Room.  Also, as a reminder, the second annual family Mud Quest will take place on Saturday, September 13th beginning at 1:00 p.m.  Those that register by this Friday, September 5th, will receive a free T-shirt.  I know a lot of people had fun with that, their families had a great time doing it; I hope we have a good turn-out again this year.  Then after the Mud Quest, the second annual ComeUnity Bash will kick off at 3:00 p.m.  There's going to be a petting zoo, a big circus show, a variety of kids' games and also a new element this year; they're going to have a climbing wall.  They will also have three bands: Ooh La La and the Greasers, Second Wind, and DV8.  It's all free.  The evening will conclude with a Balloon Glow and I'm going to go ahead and promise you that it will be bigger and better than last year's.  I was going to add better than WEBN fireworks but I think I'd be stepping a little over bounds.  So bring your family and enjoy the day.  Everything is free.  They will have local organizations selling food and refreshments.
Communications from the Audience 



- 
none
Update on Legislation still in Development

Mr. Hawkins:  Looking at your memorandums, Item I was resolved with regard to Resolution No. R11-2014; all other matters are forthcoming.
Recap of Legislative Items Requested for Next Council Meeting
Mr. Hawkins:  I have an Ordinance Transferring Ownership and Maintenance Responsibility of the City's Outdoor Warning Sirens from the City of Springdale to the Hamilton County Emergency Management Agency and Declaring an Emergency.  I also have an Ordinance for the Acceptance of the Dedication Plat for Right-Of-Way Along a Portion of Commons Drive and declaring that an Emergency.  An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor and  Clerk of Council/Finance Director to Enter into a Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council, Inc. for the Patrol Officers Bargaining Unit and Declaring that an Emergency.  An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk of Council/Finance Director to Enter into a Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council, Inc. for the Supervisor Bargaining Unit and Declaring that an Emergency.  That’s all I have for the next meeting.
Council adjourned at 08:34 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Kathy McNear







Clerk of Council/Finance Director

Minutes Approved:

Tom Vanover, President of Council

________________________, 2014

