City of Springdale Council

October 15, 2014


President of Council Mr. Vanover called Council to order on October 15, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Knox provided the Invocation.
Mr. Knox took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Hawkins, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present; Councilwoman Harlow and Clerk of Council/Finance Director McNear were absent.  

The minutes of October 1, 2014 were considered.  Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt;                  Mr. Hawkins seconded.  Minutes were approved with six affirmative votes. 

Committee and Official Reports

Civil Service Commission
Mr. Higgins:  The Civil Service Commission met on October 2nd, 2014, with all members present.  The minutes of the September meeting were approved.  We had a candidate for the full-time position of firefighter appeal a disqualifying CVSA test.  After hearing the appeal, the Commission upheld the decision to disqualify with a 3-0 vote.  Twelve candidates for the Violations Bureau Clerk passed the typing test.  The top ten were certified and are going through the interview process.  The Commission approved the hiring process for the Parks and Recreation custodian.  Then the Commission certified the top ten list for full-time firefighter.  The final order of business - the Commission moved the next meeting moved from November 6th to November 5th at 6:00 p.m.  That concludes my report.
Rules and Laws
Mr. Hawkins:  The Rules and Laws Committee meeting got moved to October 21st so we have no report. 
Finance Committee
Mr. Diehl  
-
no report
Planning Commission
Mr. Diehl:  The Planning Commission met last night in these chambers.  We had one new item of business, and that was a Minor Change to the Tri-County Mall redevelopment.  They are now going to do Phase A, which amounts to having to two outlots on the 747 side of the building and that was approved by a vote of 7-0.  That project will start first quarter of next year.  There will be two additional phases, Phase II, which will cover the entire side of 747.  You will notice the beginning of development of the outparcel; there will be a lot of landscaping involved.  That's also scheduled to start in 2015.  Phase III will be the Kemper Road side of the building and they hope that will start in 2015 also and be completed by 2016.  The next phase will not be a Minor Change; it will be a Major Change to 747 and they will have to come before this body to get approval for the Major Change to the mall.  Any questions?  

Mr. Vanover:  Out of curiosity, is that a total of two outlots on the 747 side?  

Mr. Diehl:  Two additional ones.  

Mr. Vanover:  So the tire place and two more?

Mr. Diehl:  That's correct.

Mr. Vanover:  And do we have an idea of when the 747 Major Change will be?

Mr. Diehl:  No.  They have to have some agreement with the anchor stores before they can proceed.  

Mayor Webster:  Speaking of outlots, they just have the one outlot now with the tire place, but they have approval for more than that?

Mr. Diehl:  They have one outlot for the tire place on 747 and then have approval for another one on the Kemper Road side.
Mayor Webster:  And that's all they have approval for going in to last night?
Mr. Diehl:  That's correct.  Plus two additional.

Mayor Webster:  You guys approved two additional ones.

Mr. Diehl:  That's correct, on 747.  

Mayor Webster:  Okay, do they still have the approval then for the one on the Kemper Road side?  
Mr. Diehl:  Yes.

Mayor Webster:  So this will make four outlots.
Mr. Diehl:  That’s correct.

Mayor Webster:  Okay, thank you.

Mr. Vanover:  Now it's four.  The tire store, two additional, and the already approved one on Kemper Road.  
Mayor Webster:  At one time they talked about having one out there at the corner, but I guess they never took action on that?
Mr. Vanover:  I guess not.

Mr. Thamann:  Mr. Diehl, if I could just add to that.  They will have a total of five outbuildings.  The existing one, the two new ones with this Phase I, and then the original one that was on the PUD on Kemper, that is the fourth one.  Then the fifth one they're planning for the corner of Kemper and 747.

Mayor Webster:  So that's back on the drawing board.  

Mr. Thamann:  Yes.  Also with this Phase I, they're going to do the redirection of the traffic into the mall; you're not going to have that loop around any more.

Mayor Webster:  Macy's entrance?

Mr. Thamann:  Yes.

Mr. Vanover:  At some point in time, they had been given approval for restaurants up close to the main entrance on the pad and at some point there was some talk about a garden store up there but that never transpired; is that still on the table?

Mr. Diehl:  That’s not on the table any longer.  That fifth outlot will be part of Phase II.

Mr. Parham:  One of the things that we talked to them about when we met with them, Mr. Diehl, was that they were going to present to the Commission their long-range plan; that was not a part of their submittal, but just for information.  Did they not do that last night?
Mr. Diehl:  They gave us an indication of what Phase II is going to be and that would be the redevelopment of the 747 side of the building and then Phase III would be the Kemper Road side of the building.  
Mr. Parham:  But they showed no restaurants out front?
Mr. Diehl:  No.

Mr. Parham:  I think their plan still remains, from discussions we've had with them, is to have restaurants out front in those two areas.  I was hoping that they would have brought that with them.  One of the things that we shared with them in a meeting earlier in the year is that they really needed to show the community the long-range plan.  We've had plans submitted by the mall under previous ownership that showed outlots and at this point outlots just don’t excite us because nothing else has taken place.  I think that what we have now is a group that has the financial backing and the willingness and desire to make improvements to the mall and so I believe they're going to make those investments.  This is the first phase.  They have agreements with a tenant, on both locations I believe.  I know they have promised one tenant a certain timeline, I think maybe early spring, or probably early summer more realistically, that they would have that prepared in time for them to move in.  I happened to be coming into the building last night as the meeting was concluding and did speak with the General Manager and I know last night when they walked out of here, they were pretty excited.  They had an 11:00 p.m. conference call with Singapore.  They must have had to go back and report the approval they received at Planning Commission last night and again, every last one of them were extremely excited about it and ready to move forward.  
Mr. Diehl:  They did not mention any names or any tenants whatsoever.  They did indicate that Macy’s would like to see a restaurant down in their area.  
Mr. Vanover:  Pardon me if I'm wrong, the anchors still own their pads?

Mr. Parham:  No, I think Macy's own theirs.  I don't believe Sears owns theirs or Dillard's either.  We had that discussion with them at the last meeting.  

Mr. Diehl:  Macy’s is the only anchor store that owns their property.  Not only do they own the store, they own part of the parking lot also.

Mr. Parham:  They (Macy’s) also own where Tire Discounters is located.  According to the General Manager, that was originally going to be one of the original Phase I or Phase A restaurants, or outlots, but apparently Macy’s didn't like what was going there and said we’re going to take care of that one.  In my discussion last night, they'll probably get JLL, who will give them assistance in filling that location.

Board of Zoning Appeals
Mr. Hawkins:  Board of Zoning Appeals will meet next Tuesday on October 21st, 2014.   
Board of Health
Mr. Squires:  The Board of Health met on October 9th, 2014.  We had 100% at that meeting.  Under New Business, concerning the Food License fees, the Board of Health will leave the Food Service Operation and Retail Food Establishment fees the same as they were in 2014; there will be no increase in those at all.  We had the first of three readings on that.  There is an Amendment to a Resolution that the Board passed in 2003, Resolution R1-2003, had been amended by Resolution R1-2015, that basically gives the sanitarian and the Health Commissioner much more power if you will to revoke a food or retail food establishment license and it give the Health Commissioner almost unlimited power if she perceives there is a clear and present danger to the health of the community of Springdale, she can revoke the license immediately.  The 2015-2019 Five-Year Budget was presented.  It includes the dollars for funding the process of Accreditation that was mandated by state law in 2013.  The Springdale BOH is proceeding quite normally on that path.  The Public Pools Ohio Department of Health Survey indicates basically the Springdale Health Department has received a survey of their public swimming pools and spa program by the Ohio Department of Health in February 2014.  The program says Springdale was found to be meeting the acceptable standards and is approved as a licensor for the district it serves.  There were eight Complaint Investigation forms that were completed in the package given to us.  They range anywhere from mosquito bites to roaches to infestations of roaches and other insects to living conditions themselves.  There were eight reports of that and they were all taken care of.  Accompanying me to the BOH meeting was resident Mick Higgins, who is sitting here, he's Chairman of the Civil Service Commission.  You heard him earlier and Mick gave a presentation to the Board relating to the efficiency of large-scale mosquito traps and the possibility of placement in public areas, around the parks in Springdale.  That will be looked into in much detail.  
There are some upcoming events that would be of use to you.  The Health Fair, which will include the Flu Clinic, as well as the Business Expo, on October 21st, 2014.  The mammogram van will be there from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  All of those activities are at the Springdale Community Center.  Your Food Service update:  Happy’s Pizza is now open; they passed their electrical inspection.  Tortilleria Garcia is in the process of receiving independent safety certification on tortilla equipment.  Chicken Max is open in Tri-County Mall; Hickory Farms will have their temporary Food Service Operation there for 2014.  Panda Wok opened in Tri-County mall.

At that meeting Dr. Webb gave a discussion on the pneumococcal vaccine.  If you are age 65 or older, and if you have received your pneumococcal vaccine, you have received what is known as the high dose, PCV-23.  The Center for Disease Control has determined that they're getting some inconsistent data on that so they're recommending that those patients, 65 and older, that have received the PCV-23, should also be given the PCV-13, the low dose within six months to a year after given the high dose.  If you're a citizen and have not received any of it at all, and don't know your history, you should be started with the low dose, PCV-13, and within a year, be given the high dose.  This comes from the Center for Disease Control and the best advice I can report to you is see your healthcare professional about that, but it is recommended that you might be eligible for another dose of it.  If you got the high dose, you'll get the low dose.  That basically is the end of the report that I would have but I asked the Mayor before we started if he would like to talk about the ProScan Pink Ribbon Center.  It's very exciting; I'm sure you will agree with him once you hear what he has to say.  That would conclude the report from the Board of Health unless there are questions. 

Mr. Hawkins:  Mr. Squires, along the lines of the exploration of the device that Mr. Higgins was talking about, is the Health Department going to explore potential grants that might be out there to cover the costs for that?
Mr. Squires:  Yes, we'll explore them but we can’t guarantee that they'll be there.
Public Utilities
Mrs. Emerson 
- 
no report
Public Relations
Mr. Hawkins
-
no report
Capital Improvements
Mrs. Emerson
-
no report
Public Welfare, Safety & Education
Mr. Diehl 

-
no report
Housing Board
Mr. Squires
-
no report
Public Works
Mr. Squires
-
no report
O-K-I
Mr. Vanover:  Mrs. Harlow left me a report and I will present it as such:  OKI met on October 9th, 2014.  The items on the agenda included Cincinnati to Chicago light rail feasibility study by Hamilton County TID.  OKI is looking to participate in this study which is the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative.  In addition to looking at regional benefits, the study will look at the local benefits.  The Feasibility study is looking at a southern route, which would be through Lawrenceburg and a northern route through Butler County down into Hamilton County.
Also on the agenda was the Western Hills Viaduct - Hamilton County TID board, staff, and engineers are reviewing project funding.  City and county have applied for funds for engineering.  Construction funds cannot be applied for until primarily work is completed.  The scope of this project will tie into the Brent Spence design and construction.

Freight Conference – Mark Policinski reported on the recent Freight Conference held in Columbus, Ohio.  A concept titled “Right Shoring” was discussed.  This is where the manufacturing and design routes are too far apart to be effective.  This means that more companies will be moving some manufacturing back to the states.  The conference also indicated that increased use of triple E class ships (they hold the same amount of freight that can be loaded on a 60 mile-long train) will be pulled in in the future.  Triple E class freight liners cannot navigate the canals so huge ports would need to be constructed just outside the canals and freight would be off-loaded to smaller ships for delivery to inland ports.
This is where the Cincinnati Port and New Orleans Port agreement comes into play.  Laura Brunner of the Cincinnati Port Authority stated that the Cincinnati Port was 26 miles a few years back.  It is now 226 miles, which positions the Port of Cincinnati to be ready for new barge traffic.  Cincinnati is within a day's travel by rail or truck to 75% of the country so we can expect regional growth once Cincinnati becomes a player in the movement of freight by water.  She also indicated that regional and international companies are looking at real estate along the Ohio River.  The Freight Conference will be held in Cincinnati next year, which will further highlight the region.  That would conclude her report.  I'll entertain questions; I can't give too many answers but I'll try.      

Mayor’s Report


Mayor Webster:  I’ll pick up on Mr. Squire’s report first.  I had the pleasure last Wednesday, October 8th, of cutting the ribbon for ProScan Pink Ribbon Center, which is now occupying the building at the corner of Route 4 and Kemper.  It's right next to the original ProScan; they've taken the other part of that building.  I knew that they were going in there but I didn’t really have a lot of background on exactly what it was all about.  It was a great event.  Thanks to Christine, she gave me an article that's in the League magazine.  This is a publication for business executives, Greater Cincinnati, 2014.  What I was looking for before you called on me was a picture of Christine in there and she's going to be the President of a group called Crew this coming year.  I think that's probably why she shared this with me.  It's got a great article in here about ProScan Pink Ribbon so please bear with me and I think you'll have a better understanding exactly what those folks do.  The ProScan Pink Ribbon Centers are operating under the Cris Collinsworth ProScan Fund, CCPF, a not for profit organization dedicated to improving women's health.  CCPF aims to enhance the lives of women by eliminating the barriers that often prevent them from making breast health a priority.  These barriers include cost, lack of transportation, lack of education, and discomfort and fear to ensure that all women, regardless of socioeconomic background, have access to breast health services.  The Center assists patients through the mammogram match program, reduces out-of-pocket costs to those with especially high deductibles and provides mammograms at no charge to uninsured and under-insured patients.  The qualification process is simple and can be done on the same day of an appointment or over the phone said Holly Galinger, Senior Manager of Women's Health Imaging Operations Marketing and Sales.  Walk-in screening mammograms patients are always welcome.  This article goes on to explain that they also provide transportation so if there’s someone out there that, for whatever reason, has not had a mammogram, and should have one, please contact the Center; they're on Route 4.  Financially, there's no excuse for not having one.  If you're a stay at home mom or single parent, you don't have transportation, there's no excuse; they’ll come and get you and take you to the center, do the mammogram, and take you home.  It's an absolute fantastic service.  These folks can be reached at 513-772-7750.  Especially with this being breast cancer awareness month, we certainly urge everyone to take advantage of the availability.  This is the third center that they've opened.  I think one's downtown and the other one is Red Bank Road.  We're very pleased to welcome those folks to our community.

Then also I get a call from a company, or an operation, here in Springdale called Tristone Transformations.  These folks have been in Springdale, a very low-key operation; they've been in Springdale a year.  As a matter of fact, this Sunday I'm going to help them present a scholarship to a worthwhile recipient.  Just to give you a brief overview of what these folks do - At Tristone Transformations, our mission is to equip individuals and entities with necessary health and wellness information to be wholly healthy individuals and in turn, lead productive lives.  It is our hope through sharing knowledge and insight, health disparities in the surrounding communities can be diminished.  Our classes, information sessions, and seminars all have a common goal of the tools to acquire a healthy lifestyle that will result in increased productivity and success in both individuals and organizations.  Examples of the classes and workshops:  child safety, diabetes management, health eating, heart health, money management, nutrition, parenting, smoking cessation, stress management, time management, weight management, and more.  So I urge you to take advantage of their services; they can be reached at 513-771-0354 and we wish them many more years here in Springdale with a successful operation.  
The third thing I wanted to touch on was, as Mr. Squires indicated, the Business Expo, which will take place next Tuesday, October 21st, from 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM at the Springdale Community Center.  I believe there are 10 or 12 exhibitors there.
We will have our annual chili cook-off.  That's been pretty well attended in the past and we hope for a big turn-out again this year.  Then in the auxiliary gym, will be our Health Fair.  There you can get your flu shot.  You can get a PSA, a blood pressure check, and I understand the mammogram van is also going to be there.  It's an all-encompassing day, so please mark your calendars and share the day with us down at the Springdale Community Center.
The final item I want to talk a little about is it's that time of year again where SOS is starting to make their plans for hopefully another successful holiday season for 50 or 60 families here in the city.  So if you're a business, we have some posters; we'd love to see you display in your business, asking for volunteers, sponsor a family or recommend a family you know that needs help or make a donation: grocery gift cards, canned goods, toys, and clothing.  Better yet, if you'd like to donate your time, we'll take advantage of that.  If you have any interest in getting involved with the Adopt A Family Christmas Program, please contact us here at 346-5725.

We have had a change in our Christmas tree lighting ceremony.  That's going to take place, instead of Sunday the 31st; it's now going to be moved to Monday, December 1st, due to the fact that we can't get the school choir here on a Sunday night.  It's contrary to what's been in the newsletter and so forth but that will be on our website.  That concludes my report.

Mr. Squires:    The Lion’s Club will have the diabetes screening there too, won't we, for the Expo? 

Mayor Webster:  Yes, I left that out, thank you.

Mr. Squires:  And a blood sugar screen too, so please take advantage of that.  Thank you.     
Clerk of Council/Finance Director
Mr. Knox:  Our budgeted amount for the year is $15,471,151.  As of September, our Revenue was $12,781,005, which is 83% of the projected amount.  Major Receipts were:  Earnings Taxes at $10,281,709; Real Estate Tax of $919,943; Local Government Funds, $181,930; Estate Tax of $1,524; and Paramedic Services, $375,529; totaling $11,760,635, which is 92% of the projected amount.  The General Fund balance is $4,453,501.  Our Expenditures out of our Net Budget amount of $17,361,570; YTD, the expenditures have been $12,420,659, which is only 70%.  With 75% of the year gone, those figures are very welcome.  These numbers were brought to you by Mrs. McNear by the way; she left me this listing.  Thank you.

Administrator’s Report
Mr. Parham:  I have one item that I will share with you now, and then I'll have comments on items later on the agenda.  This is a News Release from the City of Fairfield.  This was released probably about a week ago.  Motorists are advised that Ross Road/Kenn Road will be closed to all traffic between Danbury Road in the City of Fairfield and Yorkhaven Road in the City of Springdale.  The road closure is scheduled to begin Monday, October 13, 2014.  This actually did not occur until Tuesday, October 14 and is scheduled to last for 30 days, weather permitting.  This work is being performed by Adleta, which is normally the City of Springdale's contractor, but is now under contract with the City of Fairfield.  The project will consist of improvements to the storm sewers, sidewalks, curbs, pavement widening, and asphalt overlays.  During the closure, traffic will be detoured around the site via Woodridge Boulevard to Route 4 to Kemper Road.  This announcement was originally sent out by the City of Fairfield.  We placed the information on our Facebook page as well as our webpage.  Last fall, Springdale was approached by Fairfield to participate with this project.  A small portion of a sidewalk located in Springdale is being extended.  Their contractor will install that portion of sidewalk and we will compensate them for the work.  I think our cost is somewhere around $5,000.   

Law Director’s Report
Mr. Forbes
-
no report
Engineer’s Report
Mr. Shvegzda:  On the West Kemper Road Rehabilitation Project, I believe we have the signed easement agreements for the property at 140 West Kemper here tonight and an Ordinance is before Council Authorizing the Acceptance of those two easements which consist of a permanent and a temporary easement. 
Regarding the utility relocation on the project, we have Duke
Electric, the City's fiber optic, and Time Warner as well as the Duke gas main; the relocation has been completed on all of those.  Cincinnati Bell does have two services that run over from their pole line on the south to individual properties on the north side of the road and they're in the process of relocating those; those should be done in the next couple of weeks.  At that time the old utility poles will be removed.  Therefore, we're looking at an early November start for the actual construction on the roadway project.  It may be a little bit earlier, depending on the final removal of the utility poles.  That work would begin with the culvert extension, the storm sewer work, and the water main relocation.  On the Ashmore/Woodvale reconstruction, basically the work on all portions of the project is substantially complete.  The final inspection and preparation of the punch list is being prepared at this point and we'll get with the contractor to resolve those issues.

For the 2013 Street Program, there was the concrete coring and the testing of those cores have taken place.  The results of that testing are being reviewed by staff and the outcome of that testing process is expected to be made available shortly.  That concludes my report.

Communications
-
none
Communications from the Audience
-
none

Public Hearing - Community Development Block Grant Program Projects
Mr. Parham:  Because I was not present at the October 1st Council meeting, I took the opportunity to discuss the issue with Mr. Thamann as well as review the Council minutes from that meeting.  In reviewing the minutes, there were five projects that were presented to Council for consideration of the Hamilton County Community Development Block Grant Program for the 2015 through 2017 cycle year.  The programs presented were: the Home Improvement Program in the amount of $15,000 per year; resurfacing the walking path around the Community Center (at the last meeting, it was proposed for $30,000 in 2015 and $30,000 in 2016 to cover this $60,000 improvement); and resurfacing the tennis and basketball courts in the amount of $25,000.  Also a part of that original presentation was the inclusion of ADA ramps in various locations throughout the community.  That item was subsequently removed from the list and the fifth item was a possible installation of a sidewalk from Baldwin Grove to the traffic signal at Maple Trace.  There was a request that the City Engineer provide an estimate for that project.  The City Engineer has provided the estimate and that number is approximately $78,000.  There was a number of other items that were mentioned in the meeting: one covering activities targeting younger teenage groups between the ages of 11 and 13; Frisbee golf, tetherball, volleyball, and resurfacing the basketball courts in a number of parks.  One additional topic focused on a number of devices that would assist residents, in particular seniors, while crossing State Route 4 near the Baldwin Grove facility.  A third item was mosquito eradication machines.  As you heard Mr. Squires speak of earlier, it was suggested this issue be taken up by the Board of Health.  The final item mentioned a sidewalk repair program.  It was also suggested that such a program would probably be better addressed under the Annual Street Improvement Program.  Those are the only programs that the Administration has presented.
There were two of the items mentioned, however not recommended to be on the list, that we wanted to at least provide some feedback to Council and to the public.  One of the two was the activities targeting the younger groups: the tetherball, the Frisbee golf, volleyball court, and resurfacing the basketball courts.  I asked Mr. Karle to look at each of those activities.  What we found is, essentially, the cost for those programs is very minimal so we would not recommend adding them to the Community Development Block Grant Program application.  For instance, the tetherball program is a very inexpensive project.  It probably would cost us $200.  If we want to do that, we can just identify parks to place them in and let the residents enjoy them.  Then there was the Frisbee disc golf which I believe Mrs. Emerson brought that idea up.  In fact, as I reviewed the minutes, Mrs. Emerson even mentioned that we clearly do not have the space to hold an 18-hole Frisbee disc golf program.  One of the things she mentioned as well as Mr. Karle and I began to discuss, perhaps what we can do is maybe look at, testing the water, by placing a couple of baskets for Frisbee golf in our park.  This is a picture of a basket for Frisbee golf (Mr. Parham displayed a photo for the audience) in case no one has ever seen one before. Personally, I had never seen them before.
Again, the cost is minimal, maybe around $300.  We can perhaps put two up at the community center to see if residents are interested.  Staff indicated to us that some of our park maintenance workers have noticed our residents practicing their skill sets from time to time.  So we can place two baskets up to create two separate Frisbee golf holes.  As far as putting in the outlying parks, I guess at that point what we would want to do is begin to survey the community and see if there is an interest in that particular park.  We would not want to put one at a park if there is no one in that general area interested in the activity.  That way, we can get a feel from the residents whether there's an interest.  It appears to be an activity that is taking off.  Everybody I talk with mentioned how popular this game is becoming.    

There was some mention about volleyball; however, I wasn’t exactly sure whether we were talking about regular volleyball on grass or about sand volleyball courts.  So we did the research on the sand volleyball courts.  The regular volleyball courts are simply identifying the property, putting up the poles, and having a ball available and letting individuals play.  We have a sand volleyball court down at the Community Center.  It gets very little use and has been there for probably 20 years.  Early on with the initial installment, you had a lot of involvement. These days hardly anybody plays.  For the more serious sand volleyball players, there are a number of other facilities that have multiple courts throughout the Greater Cincinnati area.  In West Chester, you have The Back Porch.  They have approximately five or six different sand volleyball courts that include electric scoreboards.  You have another facility off of Loveland-Madeira Road with a very similar situation.  Then there's one off of I-275 and highway 50, I believe, going towards Hillsboro.  This is another one of those facilities that have about five or six courts.  There are people playing the game, but right now our residents do not show an interest in using our single court.  Our court was installed by our staff primarily and at that time, we had five full-time staff members.  We are now down in Parks Department to two maintenance workers and one supervisor.  We would recommend, if we're going to do this (sand volleyball), that we contract out the installation work.  The cost Mr. Karle was able to very quickly identify was somewhere around $16,000.  Again, if Council would like to add this to the program, or to install one, I think that it's probably best that we do this outside of the Community Development Block Grant Program.  However, at this point, I probably would not recommend it because we're not getting use of the one we have now.
Then there were the basketball courts and the condition of those courts.  We have for some time recognized that there are challenges with the basketball courts in the outlying parks.  They’re made of asphalt, and just like one of the top projects we identified here, resurfacing the walking path, you are going to have that same wear and tear on the basketball courts.  About a year and a half ago, Mr. Karle and I were having some discussions about what we can possibly enhance the condition of the courts.  Shortly thereafter, Mr. Bob Young, our Parks Supervisor, was able to locate a very helpful sealant for the repair of the courts.  This is the same sealant that he has put down on the tennis courts and has bought us a couple of extra years out of that activity.  In addition, the Parks crew has made some slight improvements to some of the basketball courts as well.  At some point in time, if we want to make that investment, again, I don't think that the CDBG program is the appropriate place or the best place for it.  But if we want to begin making improvements, I think it would be best to just put something in the Capital Improvement or in the Recreation budget and begin, on an annual basis, making the improvements.  If you look at the cost for the resurfacing of the tennis courts/basketball courts, that cost we have identified at $25,000.  There is a special sealant that is used at the courts down here at the Community Center that is different than what is out at the outlying parks.  If you simply cut that number in half, we probably can do something with those outlying parks, if we think that it is important enough to enhance those courts.  Again, I would not add that project to this particular application.  If Council thinks we need to focus we need to begin making such improvements, because you may be getting feedback from the residents that said that they would like to have this activity available.  Basketball is a very active program for our community.  You can simply look at our Youth programs, with both the boys and the girls and see the importance.  

The other item we performed research on was the mosquito eradication program.  Again, I had a chance to read the minutes and Mr. Higgins talked about a vessel that he has been able to identify.  We have not found anything that is of commercial or industrial-size.  We were able to find traps that will capture and collect mosquitoes and there are different types of mosquitoes.  There are those (machines) that are used to capture and collect for research purposes, and then you have those that are used to capture and to eradicate mosquitoes.
The machines we were able to find, and this does not include any fogging devices, has a price range between $300 and $1,100.  They are machines that emit carbon dioxide.  They use the carbon dioxide to draw the mosquitoes in or, in some cases, they use these strips that also have a scent that will attract the mosquitoes.  For the coverage, we found nothing larger than an acre and a half.  They are not that big.  They are primarily designed for single household uses.  We did have a chance to speak to a couple of organizations that use them and they were not aware of any larger ones that were available.  If we were to institute such a program, I think with the minimal amount of acreage that they cover, you are going to need to have someone who will be responsible for that piece of equipment.  Two, because they operate on propane or electricity or battery packs, someone will need to be responsible for that as well and then picking them and moving them from one location to another.  These things are used to attract mosquitoes.  So if you are going to place one in Underwood Park, and it is running, at some point, since you want to move and relocate them, you are going to shut them off.  First and foremost, from whatever direction they were coming from, they are probably passing through someone's yard, and whoever is there, if you’re in the way, you will be the meal for the day.  At the same time, once you disconnect the machine, you may have captured the ones that were immediate to the machine, but there are still others coming and the machine is no longer operable and so everyone converge at that particular location and again, if you are there, you are the meal.  I just don’t think this is a very efficient program.  At the same time, I know Mr. Higgins talked about his unfortunate experience with his children.
I did inquire with Mr. Agricola as to whether or not we have had many complaints.  Since 2006, we have had three.  In 2011, we had one compliant on Madison Avenue.  Mr. Agricola is our single employee, he tells me it's job security, who has a license to apply the necessary pesticide.  On May 15, 2011, we received indication that three catch basins and approximately 68 linear feet of storm sewer was found to be positive for mosquito larvae.  That location was treated and the obstruction at the storm sewer outlet was later removed.  We did not need to retreat that site.  More recently, August 27, 2014, on Castro Lane, the Health Department received a complaint about mosquito by a fire hydrant that had a leak and a restoration issue.  We found it to be positive for mosquito larva.  That location was treated and the area was restored and within a 30-day period, there was no need to retreat the area, because the larva was no longer visible.  On September 9th, 2014, on Summerfield Lane, a complaint was again registered with the Health Department about mosquitoes in an abandoned swimming pool in the rear yard of a foreclosed home.  Mr. Agricola visited the site, found the pooling water above the pool cover to be positive for mosquito larvae, treated it, and since we are within that 30-day period, he has not been back yet.  He also indicated that because the temperatures are reducing, there probably will be no need to go back to retreat.  We have only had those three indications.  Unfortunately Mr. Higgins had an experience with them but we have not had them throughout the community.  Maybe residents have experienced them, but simply have not made contact with our organization to let us know.  If that happens, they can contact the Health Department and then we will send our "job security" Public Works Director to address the issue.

Does Council or the general public have any other projects for consideration?  In the mean time, I am sending around the Administration's recommendation absent the sidewalk project, because of the cost.   
Mayor Webster:  If I just may make a comment to Mr. Higgins.  We talked about a lot of things at the Board of Health, but we're not actively pursuing any grant to get these.  I don't want you to leave here thinking we're actively looking for a grant.  I think that, as Mr. Parham indicated, if this becomes a wide-spread problem in the city, then we'll investigate some more and get some of these things and try them out and figure out a way to secure them, and all the other issues that we've identified with them.  But contrary to any direction from the Council, we’re not actively pursuing it at this time.  
Mr. Vanover:  Is there anybody in the audience that would like to bring to our attention any other projects?  Comments?  At this point, we can close the Public Hearing and then discuss.  The Public Hearing is now closed.  Mr. Parham, we have your presentation here before us if you want to walk through it.   
Mr. Parham:  What you have before you is simply our recommendation on the projects that we would suggest that the Application include.  You will notice, and I think Mr. Thamann shared with you that our current CDBG program has $20,000 in the Home Improvement Program.  At this point, we are suggesting funding the program at only $15,000 for each year of the new three-year cycle.
Just to give you some history on the Home Improvement Program, currently in 2014, we have distributed $13,247.29.  That equates to improvements on behalf of the residents of $16,556.13.  We still have about $5,900 remaining that is available if any residents are interested.  Again, this program is for exterior improvements to your home.  There is a minimum income requirement, but we encourage residents to take advantage of the opportunity.  Overall, since 2009, we have distributed $121,296 and the improvements have equated to $229,201.  So I think the program has been a very successful program.  We have some regular repeaters, but that's good for their property; that's good for their neighborhood, and that's good for the community.  So we would recommend continuing that program and we are showing $15,000 for 2015, 2016, and 2017.
As I pointed out earlier, as a part of the original presentation on October 1st for the resurfacing of the walking path around the Community Center, our original suggestion was $30,000 in 2015 and $30,000 in 2016.  We have spread that cost out even a little more to $20,000 in 2015, 2016, and 2017.
The third item is the resurfacing of the tennis and basketball courts at $25,000.  The final item, as I mentioned earlier, is the sidewalk from Baldwin Grove to Maple Trace sidewalk.  First of all, we are recommending eliminating the sidewalk because of the price.  If you look at the funding that we have received over the last couple of years, it continues to decline.  We are getting less and less from the program. Quite frankly, Hamilton County is getting far less dollars.  I believe in 2013 or maybe 2012 when the program had been approved by HUD, everyone was moving forward, and then all of the sudden dollars were reduced.  Hamilton County had a few residual funds of their own so they gave everyone the opportunity to proceed with their projects by using their residual funds.  Since that point, they have had no more dollars to share.  We are not sure if we are going to do well.  It is probably going to be a stretch for the top three projects, but we are going to have to put them in priorities as to the ones that we would like to see funded first and hopefully we will get lucky and we will get all three, if Council chooses to go along with our recommendation.  This is the reason we decided to spread out the walking path around the Community Center, to give us a better opportunity, on an annual basis, to get dollars for the improvement of that sidewalk.  The way they are listed here, Home Improvement Program would be priority #1, the resurfacing around the walking path would be priority #2, and the tennis courts and basketball courts resurfacing would be priority #3.  If you recall, we had discussions about the tennis courts and basketball courts as well as the sidewalk as part of last year's budget process.  With that, I am willing to address any questions that you may have.

Mr. Hawkins:  I move to apply for the Hamilton County Community Development Block Grant for the three projects Administration has recommended and Council has discussed, in priorities as follows:  first, the Home Improvement Program, with $15,000 in 2015, 2016, and 2017.  Second project prioritized would be the resurfacing of the walking path, with $20,000 for 2015, 2016, and 2017.  Third priority would be the resurfacing of the tennis and basketball courts for $25,000 for 2015.  

Mr. Squires:  I second.

Mr. Vanover:  We have a motion and a second.  Any further discussion?  

Mr. Diehl:  When will we find out, one way or the other?

Mr. Parham:  We have to have this information to the County by November 3rd and then the County is scheduled to finalize their recommendation on the list of projects by December 5th.  By December 6th, we should have some idea.
Mrs. Emerson:  On the resurfacing of the walking path, we do $20,000 in 2015, $20,000 in 2016, and $20,000 in 2017; are we doing a third at a time?  Is that how it's going?

Mr. Parham:  Yes ma'am.  We will probably focus on it, because I think as part of your discussion from the last meeting, as some of you have gotten out and had a chance to walk, there are some areas that are worse than others.  We will get with the City Engineer and begin to examine and assess which locations will be addressed first.  We would address those first and then eventually complete the project.
Mrs. Emerson:  Okay, thank you.

The list of projects and the prioritization thereof were Approved with a 6-0 vote.

Ordinances and Resolutions

Ordinance 36-2014
AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF SPRINGDALE’S PARTICIPATION IN THE OHIO MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 2015 WORKERS’ COMPENSATION GROUP RETROSPECTIVE RATING PROGRAM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mr. Hawkins seconded.  Ordinance No. 36-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Ordinance 37-2014
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT THE NECESSARY EASEMENTS FROM THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 140 WEST KEMPER ROAD AS PART OF THE WEST KEMPER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mrs. Emerson made a motion to adopt; Mr. Squires seconded.
Mr. Parham:  Earlier this year, as a part of this improvement on West Kemper Road, we indicated that we needed to acquire a couple of easements - two permanent easements and one temporary easement.  The first was for property on Lawnview and we were successful with the property owner donating the property (the easements).  Unfortunately, for the second property, we did not have as good as cooperation with the owners of 140 West Kemper.  At that time we requested that Council adopt legislation to allow us to appropriate the property.  It is a very small amount of property.  Council did adopt Ordinance No. 33-2014, giving us the ability to appropriate the property.  The Law Director filed it with the Court, we forwarded the information to the Property Owner, and then the Property Owner made contact with us.  Mr. Agricola met with the Property Owner as well as Mr. Pitman, who has been very helpful in this process.  Eventually, we were able to reach an agreement with the property owner.  We determined the value of the property to be approximately $500.  Once hearing the value of the land, they decided to donate the property to the City.  We have signed documents from both owners of S. K. Kemper Development, LLC.  This is the reason the legislation is before you this evening.  Unfortunately, we did not have the opportunity to share this with you at the October 1st meeting.  
Mayor Webster:  I can't express enough my appreciation to former Mayor Pitman.  He was involved in this, and it was strictly voluntary on his part.  These folks were his clients as far as leasing space but not in this particular endeavor, so he did it strictly to help the city.  Needless to say, had we had to pursue this through the legal system, we would have incurred some additional costs for Mr. Forbes's time.  So I just want to say a big thank you very much to former Mayor Pitman.
Ordinance No. 37-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Ordinance 38-2014

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH MEDISYNC MIDWEST, LLC, RELATED TO A JOB RETENTION AND CREATION INCENTIVE AGREEMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mr. Diehl made a motion to adopt; Mr. Squires seconded.
Mr. Parham:  I am going to ask our Economic Development Director, Mrs. Christine Russell, to come forward to share some information about Medicsync.  As I understand it, there is a representative from the organization here tonight who may want to say hi or have a few words for you.
Mrs. Russell:  Thank you.  Before you tonight is an ordinance to approve a Job Retention and Creation Incentive Agreement for MediSync Midwest, LLC.  Just a little bit about Medisync - they are a physician management services company that is currently located in Norwood.  They are preparing to sign a lease for approximately 17,000 square feet at 25 Merchant Street, which is also known as Executive Centre 3.  This lease is contingent upon execution of this incentive agreement.  MediSync currently has 71 employees with an annual payroll of $4.2 million.  Over the 10 year life of the agreement as it is presented, they expect the company to grow to 141 employees and a payroll of approximately $12 million.  I’d like to introduce Bob Roettker, who is MediSync’s Chief Financial Officer, and Charlie Hardtke, who is their Chief Administration Officer.

Mr. Roettker:  Good evening.  I really appreciate this evening Council's consideration in this.  I also would like to thank Jeff Tulloch, who we started this process with and also give a big thanks to Christine who finished the process with us, halfway through.  Both of them were great experiences and we really appreciate that.  As Christine mentioned, Medisync is a practice management company for physicians.  We currently provide daily services to about 100 physicians in the southwest Ohio area.  We also provide management consulting services to large physician groups across the country.  We also anticipate some growth, as Christine mentioned; that growth is anticipated to come from our current service lines, but also we anticipate in 2015 to start another service line in the area of software development.  So we hope to get that started in 2015.  We started the company about 17 years ago, located in Norwood, and we really look forward to next 17 years here in Springdale.

Mrs. Russell:  We are available to answer any questions.
Mayor Webster:  I would just like to take this opportunity to welcome you folks to Springdale.  We are certainly happy to have you.  You say you provide services to physicians; what kind of services, may I ask?  Is it like payroll services?

Mr. Roettker:  We provide all support services for a physician group, so yes, it's Finance and Accounting; it's HR, it's IT services, it's connectivity for patient accounts and collecting services.  Then we work real close with the physician groups as far as management and strategic planning for those groups as well.  

Mayor Webster:  Great.  We'd love to have you in Springdale.  I think you've chosen a great location, Executive Center 3.  You’ve got some world-class tenants in those buildings over there.  We're proud to add you guys to that list.  Thanks Jeff Tulloch and thanks to our relief pitcher here in Christine Russell, getting it across the goal line.  
Ordinance No. 38-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Old Business
Mr. Parham:  It's not that old, it was just on the agenda earlier.  The Mayor did point something out to me as I was responding to Mr. Diehl's question about when we would know whether the funds will be approved for the CDBG program.  The December 5th date is the date in which the County will make their recommendations to HUD.  I don't have the information on when we can expect to hear back from HUD.  Typically HUD says the program starts in March but we don't usually get anything back from them until June.  Hopefully we will know before then, relative to the programs and which programs have been approved.  
New Business
- none



Meetings and Announcements

Mr. Hawkins:  Rules and Laws Committee will meet on October 21st at 6:30 in the conference room adjacent to Council chambers.  Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on October 21st at 7:00 p.m. in Council chambers.

Mayor Webster:  I would like to announce that Halloween will be observed on October 31st from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  I would like to caution everyone to please drive carefully and watch out for the little goblins running the streets. 
Mr. Squires:  The Board of Health will meet on November 13th in the conference room adjacent to Council chambers at 7:00 p.m.      

Mr. Thamann:  Back to Halloween for a second - the Community Center will be hosting on Sunday, October 26th from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. their annual Monstermania, their children's Halloween party.  The event is free; it's open to children from age two up to fourth grade.  There will be Halloween-themed games and activities, a costume contest, and plenty of treats.  They said they are even going to have a Haunted House.  
I also want to mention regarding the Veteran’s Memorial ceremony, Mr. Karle informed me that has been set up for Tuesday, November 11th at 1:00 p.m.  The guest speaker for this year's ceremony is going to be Major Montigo J. Hawkins.  He is the Battalion Operations Officer for the Army Reserve Center in Sharonville.  We encourage all veterans to show, as well as the general public for this very solemn ceremony that we have.
Communications from the Audience



-
none
Update on Legislation Still in Development
Mr. Hawkins:  As you review your memos, Item I was disposed of with Ordinance No. 36-2014, which passed with a unanimous 6-0 vote.  Item II was addressed with Ordinance No. 38-2014, which passed with a unanimous 6-0 vote.  Item III was addressed with Ordinance No. 37-2014, which passed with a unanimous 6-0 vote.  Items IV, V, and VI are all forthcoming.  Item VII was addressed with regard to the approval of three items for the block grant:  the walking track, the tennis and basketball courts, and the Home Improvement Program.  
Recap of Legislative Items Requested for next Council meeting
Mr. Hawkins:  We have a request for an Ordinance Authorizing Annual Contracts with the Mayor's Court, Magistrate, Prosecutor, and Public Defender with an Emergency Clause.
Council adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
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