City of Springdale Council

November 19, 2014


President of Council Mr. Vanover called Council to order on November 19, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. McNear provided the Invocation.
Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Harlow, Hawkins, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present.
The minutes of November 5th, 2014, were considered.  Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.  Minutes were approved with seven affirmative votes. 

Committee and Official Reports

Civil Service Commission
Mr. Higgins:  The Civil Service Commission met on November 5th, 2014 with all members present.  Mr. Thamann was also present.  Minutes of the October meeting were approved 3-0.  There was no Unfinished Business, no reports.  Under New Business there was correspondence dated October 7th, 2014 from the Commission to Mr. Thamann, certifying the top ten applicants for the position of firefighter.  The Commission reviewed the rules for the Springdale part-time firefighters applying for the full-time position.  That was Rule 7, Section 2.  There was correspondence dated October 9th, 2014, from Mr. Thamann to the Commission requesting the next applicant for the position of firefighter due to a candidate withdrawing his name.  So then there was also the correspondence from October 9th, 2014 from the Commission, certifying the next eligible applicant to the position of firefighter.
Correspondence from October 10th, 2014 from the Commission to Mr. Thamann, certifying the top ten applicants for the position of Violations Bureau Clerk and also correspondence from October 10th, 2014 from Mr. Thamann, advising the Commission of the permanent appointment of Mr. Steven Diacont to the position of Maintenance Mechanic I.  The next Civil Service Commission meeting is scheduled for December 4th, 2014 at 7 p.m.  That concludes my report.
Rules and Laws
Mr. Hawkins 
-
no report 
Finance Committee
Mr. Diehl  
-
no report
Planning Commission
Mrs. Harlow:  Planning Commission met on November 11th, 2014 in these chambers.  Under New Business, we had a Minor Modification to a PUD at 11360 Princeton Pike.  This is the old Hobby Lobby building and it will be the future home of Home Emporium.  This was to get approval for transferring their existing wall-mounted sign from one location to the new location.  

We also had on our agenda a Minor Modification to the PUD, McDonald's landscaping at 11723 Princeton Pike.  This landscaping was worked out over a year and a half ago, prior to being issued the permits and everything for building that location.  They were back in because of trees.  They did not want to plant trees out on the 747 frontage.  After a lot of discussion, the applicant will work with staff, and if they can't resolve it with staff and the architects for the McDonald's, then they'll come back to Planning Commission.
And then, I may need Mr. Thamann to help me out on this, but under Chairman’s Report, we had some property that needs to have some housekeeping done on it.  They're little parcels of property that were down by Target.  How many, eight or nine parcels, Mr. Thamann?
Mr. Thamann:  There are a total of seven parcels.
Mrs. Harlow:  I was totally in the tall weeds on this one because I had no clue what they were talking about.  There are just little pieces here and there along that Target - Costco area and he's working to get all of the documents signed, sealed, and delivered, correct?
Mr. Thamann:  Yes.  Also with Planning Commission that evening, they approved a Modification to the PUD because there were two parcels years ago that were incorrectly recorded by the Recorder's Office; we caught that when we were correcting that but the Covenants had to be modified because the covenant stated that Lot 3B and Lot 6B could not be sold separately from 3A and 6A but they eventually were, so they recommended a Modification to the Covenants so that they could go ahead and get these transferred; that's two of the seven parcels that we’re working on.  
Mr. Vanover:  Just out of curiosity, what were these, right-of-way parcels or something?  I know McClellan's Lane was down there originally, and some of the others, is that what's residual?
Mr. Thamann:  They were all to be right-of-way.
Mrs. Harlow:  That would conclude my report.
Mr. Parham:  I think a number of them are on old Common's Way and also the entire length of Kemper Commons Circle.  The “parent parcels” or the 6A and 3A parcels, I think, are the Sam’s and Wal-Mart locations.  In the documentation, they were defined as the parent properties.  The others parcels were not supposed to be sold separately from the parent parcels.    
Board of Zoning Appeals
Mr. Hawkins:  Board of Zoning Appeals met on November 18th, 2014.  All seven members were present.  We had one matter of New Business before the Board.  The owner of 11840 Ramsdale Court requested a Variance to allow a Recreational Vehicle (RV) to be stored in the side property closer than five feet to the nearest property line.  Said variance is from Section 153.480(D)(1), which indicates one recreational vehicle may be stored in an unenclosed area in the side or rear yard of the property but no closer than five feet to the nearest lot line.  Essentially there was a zero foot setback at the closest point to the property line.  The RV was on a pad and part of the pad was actually in the adjacent property, in the neighbor's property.  How they worked that out, I'm not sure, but long and short was the Board denied their Variance Request with a vote of seven votes against it.  That concludes my report unless there are any questions or if there’s anything Mr. Knox wants to add.

Mr. Knox:  Where the RV was located, it had to drive through a portion of the neighbor's yard in order to get onto the roadway and no one on the Board could see our way clear to okay that because that would be giving the City's approval for it; that’s why it was 7-0. (Denying request).
Board of Health
Mr. Squires:  The Springdale Board of Health (BOH) held their meeting on November 13th, 2014.  Attendance at that meeting was 100%.  The Minutes of the meeting of October 9th, 2014 were approved.  Under Unfinished Business, there was none at this particular meeting.  Under New Business, the Springdale BOH did receive the Silver Award from the Ohio Department of Health for promoting good health for our community.  It is to be noted this is the fifth year in a row that the Department of Health has received an award.  Let me digress for just a minute here, while we're on that.  There is some disappointment on that.  In the past four years, the Board received a Bronze Award in 2010 and Gold Awards 2011 through 2013.  The Health Commissioner had no words to explain the Silver Award after three years of Gold Awards.
The Five-Year budget was presented and it was thoroughly discussed.  School inspections were obtained from all three of the Elementary Schools within Springdale - that would be Heritage Hill, Springdale, Calvary Christian, and there is an Autism School on Cameron Road; that would be the fourth one that was inspected.  What the Health Department does is they go out and make notes of things that have to be or should be corrected and those are listed on the form and they have been or will be corrected as time goes on.  

Under the Nurse's Report, Nurse Jean Hicks gave a report on the Ebola disease.  It's to be noted that at this time of this report, there are no Ebola cases within the state of Ohio, and we certainly hope to keep it that way.  The next meeting of the BOH is Thursday, December 11th at 7 p.m.  Unless there are any questions, that would be it.

Public Utilities
Mrs. Emerson 
- 
no report
Public Relations
Mr. Hawkins
-
no report
Capital Improvements
Mrs. Emerson
-
no report
Public Welfare, Safety, & Education
Mr. Diehl 

-
no report
Housing Board
Mr. Squires
-
no report
Public Works
Mr. Squires
-
no report
O-K-I
Mrs. Harlow
-
no report
Mayor’s Report


Mayor Webster:  Several things.  First off, the first snow report of the season, unfortunately.  Sunday night cost the city about a little over $5,000 in salt.  We used 66 ¼ tons.  Two new trucks and the Maintenance Department were out in full force.  We had some mechanical problems with some of the other equipment but none of it to the degree we had last year.  The men did a great job out there again.  I was 2,000 miles away and I still heard what a great job you guys did back here.  I was not surprised at all.  To Jeff Agricola and his guys, good start.  
Second thing I'd like to share with Council is - I got this letter and I will not read the resident's name.  I hadn't had a chance to talk to her so I'm not sure she wants her name used, but she sent me this November 12th:

"Hi Mayor Webster, I wanted to bring some good news to your attention.  A few weeks ago I had a heart attack while at work.  The Springdale Paramedics were called and responded immediately.  Thankfully they transported me to Mercy Hospital very quickly, where I flat-lined as soon as they got me there.  Fortunately, I lived to tell about it and continue getting better every day.  These guys played such an important part in saving my life.  I only remember bits and pieces of the trip to the hospital but I sincerely appreciate their efforts to keep me calm.  Since my heart attack, I have spoken to several Springdale residents who have used this service and they share the same gratitude that I do.  I know that one of them was Jeff Bryant and unfortunately don't remember the other but I think it may have been Ray.  A big heartfelt thank you to both of them from someone who will be forever grateful for their service to the community."
We did check and she's right - one paramedic was Jeff Bryant and the other was Ray Helton, who I think just started full-time, so he's finished his probation.  So good job guys, we have a resident with us today, thanks to your efforts.
  Also I would just like to share a little bit; I'm not sure I even mentioned this at the last meeting.  I was asked to attend a meeting down at Cincinnati City Hall, hosted by Mayor Cranley.  Dusty Rhodes, Todd Portune, the Hamilton County Municipal League, and  several other mayors, Police Chiefs, and Fire Chiefs were there to talk about the attack on local government, local services.  It was a very well-attended meeting and very worthwhile.  As a result of that, we put together a letter which I signed before I left town and a lot of the other mayors have also signed it.  So let me very quickly run through this.  It's called "The Pledge to End the Attack on Local Services"  "We, the undersigned, pledge to work to end the attack on local services by doing the following:  restoring the over $300 Million that was cut from the Local Government Fund" (Now remember that $300 Million; I'll get back to that in a minute.)
(Mayor Webster, continuing): "opposing all new attempts to prevent Local Governments from making local decisions regarding revenue and spending, which includes opposing the passage of House Bill 5, which is trying to pass a Uniform Earnings Tax legislation", which they are supposed to do in the next few days here in this lame duck session of the legislature.  They're going to pass House Bill 5, which we'll have a uniform code for an earnings tax.  "Opposing House Bill 282, which will eliminate the current ability of the municipalities to levy income tax on nonresident's compensation or net profits from sole proprietorships; and also appealing House Bill 289", which doesn't affect us, but it would eliminate the ability of townships to create JEDs and certainly impact their ability to service their communities.  Also we're asking them to treat Local Governments as a valued partner in promoting a prosperous Ohio.  All of this is probably going to fail.  It's a stacked deck in Columbus and it's going to be even more stacked after the new legislature is seated in January.  So the Governor is going to get what he wants and most of it's going to pass.  But all is not lost because there's a provision in the Constitution in the State of Ohio where we can, if we get enough signatures, get the issue on the ballot to have a Constitutional Amendment.  That's really where we're headed, probably in about 2016, to get something on the ballot that the State Legislature, okay, you're not doing your job, you're taking money away from Local Governments, and from this day forth, you will be mandated by the Constitution of this state to share some of those revenues with the Local Governments like has been done over the last 30, 40, 50 years.  Until this administration and this legislature decided that they wanted to restore the Rainy Day fund on the backs of the Local Governments and that's exactly what they've done.  Remember the $300 Million, that's the number that was taken away from Local Governments.  Last year, the state ran a surplus of $412M.  The Rainy Day fund is already at maximum.  The Constitution cap is at $1.5B and they've hit the cap on that; they can’t put any more in a rainy day fund and they're still running a $412M a year surplus after taking $300M from Local Governments.  It’s a travesty.  I get a little fired up when I start thinking about it.
The other thing I’d like to mention, as I've done before, is the SOS Christmas program is in full swing.  We have 42 families, needy families in the city, who have requested assistance.  I think we have 28 of those taken care of but we're still looking for another 14 donor families, as we call them, families that would like to adopt one of these needy families and/or just make a cash contribution to SOS.  I know in past years a lot of the people here on the dais reached in their pockets and helped us, and we certainly appreciate that.  If you see fit to do that again, we would once again say a big Thank You.  I think that’s all I got. Thank you very much.

Mr. Squires:  Mr. Mayor, you said House Bill 5 was a uniform taxing code?

Mayor Webster:  Yes, right now, a huge number of municipalities within the state are levying earnings tax and they all have their own code.  The overall game plan, when they started this process a couple of years ago, was let's do away with all of these thousands of municipal taxing authorities and let’s just have one code, a standardized code, that would apply and let's just collect all the taxes and have it sent to Columbus and then we will in turn, return it, take a fee for our collection efforts, and we'll return what's left to the municipalities; supposedly we'll get it back.  Right off, they knew that was doomed to fail because there would be so much backlash on taking that money.  So they backed away from the centralized collection but still take the first step, and the first step is to have a uniform code, and so that's what they're going to do.  If House Bill 5 passes in this lame duck session, then you folks will be asked to pass a uniform tax code that mirrors every other one in the state.  So all of us will still collect our tax, but we'll have to administer the tax code under the uniform one, not the local code that we have today.  I know we initially had Jeff Williams run some numbers for us; I don't think it's a big hit but there is a cost element there.  Do you remember, Derrick?
Mr. Parham:  I do not remember that number off-hand but it does not appear that it was a large number.  In any event, there are some other items in the bill that, right now, we can not measure their impact on our revenues, but when they take place they will eventually impact our revenues.
Mayor Webster:  It's not good; it's just not good. 

Mr. Vanover:  Just supposing, I guess I'll throw this down to the Law Director, what if we would not pass that ordinance?  Ohio is a Home Rule state.  
Mr. Forbes:  Yes.  That’s going to be the argument - the Constitution says that Local Governments are allowed to govern themselves and impose an income tax.
Mayor Webster:  Tom, I like you but I don't want to share a cell with you.
Mr. Vanover:  I'll shave.

Mr. Forbes:  What this bill will try to do is, there is a provision that says certain laws in the state that have to be uniform, that they want to be the same across the whole state; that's what they've basically said with this one.  So they will try to pass it in a way that will wipe out the Home Rule provision that we would normally rely on and say this is a time where it has to be uniform across the state.

Mayor Webster:  The CPA Association is pushing this bill.  They have one of their own up there on the Ways and Means Committee.  I believe Mr. Beck, out of Mason, is on the committee; he's a CPA and owns a CPA firm.  They want to push this thing through so it will be easier for the CPAs to do their job if they only have to worry about one tax code.  
Mr. Parham:  To sort of piggyback on Mr. Forbe's response, there is language that is in House Bill 5 which says first of all, a City must simply adopt the bill by name (or code).  You are not able to make any adjustments to the legislation and if you choose not to adopt it, you will be prohibited from collecting income tax.  So essentially it would be the death of this community. 

Clerk of Council/Finance Director
Mrs. McNear:  Just a financial picture through October:  For our Receipts, based on a budget of $15.471M, we've collected $15.650M, which is 101% of our anticipated budget for 2014.  Our five major sources of receipts total 93%, or $14.492M.  On the Expenditures side, we have net expenditures of $17.361M, and through October, we've expended 77%, which is $13.753M. Our ending General Fund balance is $5.989M. That concludes my report. 
Administrator’s Report
Mr. Parham:  By now, everyone should have received a copy of the 2015 Five-Year Revenue and Expenditure Report.  We are still on schedule, at this point, to have the presentation of the 2015 Annual Budget at our December 3rd Council meeting.  That is all I have.
Law Director’s Report
Mr. Forbes
-
no report
Engineer’s Report
Mr. Shvegzda:  On the West Kemper Road project, the permanent and temporary easements at 140 West Kemper have been granted by the property owner and they were accepted by the City at the October 15th Council meeting.  All of the easements have been recorded.  The contractor has completed the installation of the box culvert extension on the north side of Kemper Road.  He is currently working on the wing walls at the north end of the culvert extension; those will be completed in about two weeks, depending on weather.  Also depending on weather, the contractor is planning on working on the water main relocation in January and then the new storm sewers starting around February, with the completion expected near the end of March.  On the Ashmore/Woodvale reconstruction, the overall project inspection has taken place.  There is one item yet that the contractor hasn’t completed in regards to the punch list, so we're still waiting on that to complete it.  That concludes my report.      

Mr. Vanover:  Council, we did add one item here, Item S, and that is Charter Revision.

Charter Revision
Mrs. Matheny:  I'm just here to give our Annual Charter Revision Committee report.  As required by our Charter, we are required to meet at least once a year.  We met on Monday, November 10th, at 7:00 p.m.  Three of the five members of the committee were present.  Basically what we did is just vote on a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.  I was elected Chairperson again and Mr. Daniel J. Mastrullo was voted our Vice Chair.  This is just a friendly reminder everyone, if there are any charter issues that you would like us to take a look at, we would be more than happy to do that.  If you have anything, just please let us know.  That concludes my report.
Communications
Mrs. McNear:  I do have one item.  This is a letter from the Government Finance Officers Association, dated November 3rd.  This is a notification that our comprehensive annual financial report for fiscal year ending December 31st, 2013 qualifies for a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.  This is the highest form of recognition in governmental accounting and financial reporting.  We will be receiving a certificate; it typically comes in the January/February time range.  When that is received, I will ask Mr. Williams to come in and be recognized for the efforts of his group.  We’re in double digits of consecutive years of recognition; I think it's 14 or 15 at this point.  So we will have Mr. Williams in in the next couple of months to receive this recognition.  That concludes my report.

Communications from the Audience
-
none

Ordinances and Resolutions

Ordinance 42-2014
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE HAMILTON COUNTY TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (HCTID) TO FURTHER ADVANCE AND FUND A JOINT TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mrs. Harlow made a motion to adopt; Mr. Squires seconded.  Ordinance No. 42-2014 passed with seven affirmative votes.

Ordinance 43-2014
AMENDING THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPRINGDALE, OHIO, TO AMEND SECTION 93.11 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mr. Knox made a motion to adopt; Mr. Squires seconded.  
Mayor Webster:  We talked a good deal about this ordinance at the last Council meeting.  We have the ordinance before us tonight exactly the way I think everybody was in agreement with.  I’m having some serious second thoughts about trying to enforce the people putting the snow in the street, especially the people in the cul-de-sacs.  I think we're passing something here, by our own admission, by everybody's admission, we've got an ordinance, the current ordinance, is not enforced.  I think we tried to go out four hours after a snowstorm and start writing tickets or citations.  I guess the Building Department would issue these, or the Police Department, Derrick?

Mr. Parham:  I believe that would be the Police Department.  

Mayor Webster:  If our Police went out and started writing tickets four hours after daylight, we would issue a lot of tickets and I don’t think anybody up here would advocate us doing that even though that's what's on the books.  I think what we're doing is replacing what's unenforceable on the books now with something that's just as unenforceable.  I can not imagine that our Police Department is going to go down every cul-de-sac in this city to see if people are putting snow in the street but it has to go somewhere.  I don’t think we’re doing ourselves or our constituents any good by taking one piece of bad ordinance and replacing it with another bad ordinance.

Mr. Knox:  What I’m saying is that very few people put their snow in the street.  There are just a few people who do it and don't care about creating a hazard for their friends.  In our neighborhood, just about everyone puts the snow off to the side of their driveway; they don't create the hazard.  One or two people do throw it out in the street, which creates a hazard for the people who are driving by.  I don’t see why they should be able to do that when the rest of the people are being responsible.

Mayor Webster:  Mr. Knox, the last time I checked, you did not live at the end of a cul-de-sac, right?  I agree with you, a street like you live on, there is no reason why somebody should throw that snow or ice out in the street but if you live at the end of a cul-de-sac, it's an entirely different situation.  All you have to do is follow the snowplow down one of these streets and see the kind of situation, like Mr. Vanover is, at the end of the cul-de-sac.  You’re just totally boxed in; you can't get out of your driveway.  You've got to get rid of that snow somewhere and some of that's going to go back on the street.  The snowplow just dumped it into your driveway and you got to dump it back in the street.

Mr. Knox:  I believe just about every house in this city has a front lawn where you can toss the snow onto the side, rather than throw it out into the street, even in cul-de-sacs.  
Mayor Webster:  I still think it's a bad piece of legislation.  
Mrs. McNear:  I just want to make a comment about the snow too.  I think it really doesn’t matter where you live with regard to having the snowplows come through.  If you shovel your driveway and the truck comes by, it's still going to block the bottom of your driveway.  Now we've always taken it and put it on the side, as we're cursing them of course, but it’s one of those mixed blessings - you want the street clean but you are going to have some of that as a side effect, is that the bottom of the driveway is full.  I think part of this has to be education to people in the city to say, hey, don't put your snow out in the street if at all possible because it causes a hazard.  This is a timely discussion.  I work from home so I don't leave the house, but because we had the snow the other day, I said to my husband how are the roads?  And he said the roads are fine except right in front of where the driveway is for the apartments.  Where I live, we're on the flat, but it's an immediate curve up a straight hill.  The problem that he had this week is that they plowed the apartments' driveway and they dumped all the snow into our street after our plow had already come through.  So what happened is, from all those cars going over top of it, it created a huge ice dam in the middle of the road and there's no way to get enough speed up to get over that hump, make that immediate 90 degree turn, and make it up to the top of that hill.  If we don't pass this, I think a lot of it just needs to be education - let's be smart, let's be safe.  I don't think people are doing it to be evil and hurtful; it's just a matter of overall safety for people.

Mr. Hawkins:  I understand the concern that the Mayor is raising with regard to folks living in the cul-de-sac, but I do think it comes back to, as it's been said by the Mayor and Mr. Knox, there's no part of throwing snow back into the street that is safe.  I understand if you're in the cul-de-sac, it's not the same as throwing it out into Kemper Road; you're not getting that kind of traffic, but, on principle, I think it becomes a problem.  I grew up in Olde Gate condos and I'd get out there and shovel before Olde Gate would have plows come through and, in those situations, you're limited in terms of how much, there’s no front lawn.   You have a condo that's off to the side, where you're forced to deal with you're close to the mailbox and some grass, you had to get it over there and off to the side, but all those folks, if someone's going to come out and start shoveling before a plow comes through, you're kind of limited to where you go with it but folks still find a way to pack it up on the side.  I know if you’re at the end of cul-de-sac, you're going to have a whole lot more snow packed up from that whole street.  While I'm sympathetic to them, I think all that means is they may have a little more shoveling than the average person but I think they can still get it off to the side or in the front yard without throwing it back into the street.

Mr. Squires:  Just getting away from the cul-de-sacs for a moment and putting it back in the street, the Police Department issuing citations, etc., this ordinance eliminates the four-hour time requirement.  When we had the four-hour time requirement, I don’t recall the Police Department issuing a lot of citations.
Mr. Vanover:  As Mayor Webster pointed out, I live at the end of a cul-de-sac, and much like Mrs. McNear, if I didn't like the guys behind the snowplows, I admit I have blessed their lineage several times myself.  That is legitimate because they make a tight radius and the trucks can’t make it in one sweep so it's a three-point swing, and if you're standing in my driveway looking at the street, to the left of my driveway there is a two-foot section of curb with grass, which a telephone/power pole occupies part of it; then if you go to the right, I have roughly about six and a half, seven feet of frontage.
Last winter, you can only pile it so high and my old back doesn't work that so I'll be the first to admit that what ended up at the end of the driveway got shoveled back into the pile in the street.  I’m not unique to the city because there are several cul-de-sacs that are all primarily the same size.  I understand.  I can see the bigger problem with it going into the street, much like Mrs. McNear's where you've got contractors that dumped that snow out there.  The other thing that concerns me, I can see happening, especially now with the increased use of snow blowers, is that getting shot back out into the street.  I've been on a sled and got hit in the face with a snowball, I can't imagine driving a car and get hit with a discharge from a snow blower on my windshield and getting it cleared quickly.  Quite honestly, I guess I’ll probably be one of the first test cases, because I know where my snow is going.  I understand the intent but whatever.

Mr. Parham:  First of all, allow me to comment on issue of a business or their contractor pushing snow out into the road.  If you spot that occurring, please call our Public Works Department.  We have had that situation occur in the past and when it does, we go out and address those businesses and their contractors to make sure this practice is not repeated.  If it is repeated, then we will implement enforcement action.  Very similar with residents - we do not go out there with the Police Department.  In fact what happens is our Public Works Department goes back out and meets with that resident.  We try to explain to them the concerns we have when they put on the roadway.  Again, if that does not work, the next thing will be the enforcement end of it.  Snow on the road creates a safety hazard for the individuals using that road.  We are responsible for the public roadway.  Any of those issues come back to us, so we want to make sure we eliminate that opportunity.

As for where the resident can place the snow, I live on a cul-de-sac.  The individuals serving the community where I live are not as efficient as our workers in removing the snow.  The other morning, I went out to shovel my drive.  I finished and went back into the house.  Later as I looked outside the window, the truck came back and he pushes all the really big chunks of snow right back in front of my driveway.  Now, I understand the process and so I know I have to go back out and I need to move those chunks out of the driveway.  When I clear my drive of snow, I am putting it in my front lawn.  My neighbors put it in their front lawn.  I have even suggested to the drivers, you can push it over towards my side because there's a lot more right-of-way on that side.  Unfortunately, there are some situations where individuals have very limited space.  One of the challenges, I can think back in this past year, was near Mrs. Harlow’s home, there's very limited space and we're pushing snow that eventually becomes so much that the snow begins to block their drive.  This occurs because it's right there at a dead-end street.  Those are some of the challenges that we have to face and we try to work with the residents in those instances.  However, what we really don’t want is them putting the snow back into the roadway.  That causes more problems for everyone.  I am not saying that I was wholeheartedly behind the legislation, because I think there are things in place that address the issues here, but our preference is that you not put the snow into the roadway.  Right now, if a resident puts the snow in the roadway, we go out and we visit them and we plead with them not to place the snow in the roadway.  If they continue, then we will enlist the enforcement.

Ordinance No. 43-2014 passed with six affirmative votes; Mr. Vanover voted no.
Ordinance 44-2014

ENACTING AND ADOPTING THE 2014 S-15 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPRINGDALE, OHIO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.  
Mr. Squires:  Mr. Parham, the logo SFD, Springdale Fire Department, is off of those jackets, isn't it?  

Mr. Parham:  Yes sir, but are you talking about the next ordinance coming up?  

Mr. Squires:  I'm sorry; I'm one step ahead.  

Mr. Parham:  That is alright; the answer is yes.

Ordinance No. 44-2014 passed with seven affirmative votes.

Ordinance No. 45-2014
DECLARING CERTAIN FIRE DEPARTMENT PROPERTY AS SURPLUS PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO DONATE THE PROPERTY TO A CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Mrs. Emerson made a motion to adopt; Mr. Hawkins seconded.

Mr. Parham:  Council, in response to Mr. Squire's question, yes, I believe all of the logos have been removed from the coats.  I think these coats have been sitting at the Fire Station for some time.  I imagine one of our firefighters saw a program on Channel 5 about donating coats and thought about these and suggested that we find a worthy cause to give the coats to.  As we talked at the previous Council meeting, we will first try to see if we can make contact with the group linked with SOS.  If they have an interest, we will donate the coats to them.  If not, then we can look at the Channel 5 program or some other worthy cause.
Mayor Webster:  We're talking about giving them to SOS.  What SOS does is we try to service our needs from the Princeton Closet.  I think this year, what was it, 12 or 14 coats, do you ladies remember?

Ms. Oxendine:  They purchased 11 and 18 were provided by the Princeton Closet.
Mayor Webster:  So we were able to go over to the Princeton Closet and retrieve 18 coats to help service our needs and went out and bought the other 11.  So what I'm hoping we do is to give these 23 to the Princeton Closet so that either we can go over and get some of them or some other communities, but they're going to poor, needy families, regardless of whether they reside in Springdale.  I believe that's restricted to Princeton School District, is it not?
Mrs. Matheny:  Yes.  
Ordinance No. 45-2014 passed with seven affirmative votes.

Old Business
Mr. Vanover:  I got a visit from one of my residents, an elderly man, who had likewise been escorted to the hospital by a life squad and his concern was he was getting notices where his insurance had paid it and his question to me was what do I do with these?  I'll be honest, that's the first that I've been hit with it.  He did advise me at some point a while back that he had talked to the Mayor but he, for peace of mind, wanted to know, and I said I would bring it forth because I’m sure all of us could learn something from this.

Mayor Webster:  Mr. Vanover, I think it's one of those things where, have him call us.  I don't think we want to state a Public Policy here on how to handle that.  I don't think it's in the city's best interest to do that.  Tell them to call. 
New Business
-      none

Meetings and Announcements

Mrs. Harlow:  Planning Commission will meet December 9th at 7:00 p.m. in these chambers.
Mr. Squires:  The Board of Health will meet on December 11th at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Hawkins:  Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on December 16th at 7:00 p.m. in these chambers.

Mr. Diehl:  The Finance Committee will meet on Monday, November 24th at 6:00 p.m. in the Administration Conference Room and we will review the 2015 budget.
Mr. Thamann:  A few items this evening.  The first is the City will begin to bring in the holiday season, not with all the snow we've had already, but with the lighting of the Christmas tree on Monday, December 1st at 7:30 p.m. out here in the rotunda of our Municipal Building.  The Springdale Elementary first graders will be here to perform and sing many of the holiday classics and I'm sure we'll also have a visit from Santa Claus and there will be treats for all.  That's December 1st; that's a different day than usual.  It's a Monday evening at 7:30 p.m.
Also registration is underway for women's volleyball and the adult racquetball leagues down at the Community Center.  They can contact the Community Center for information on those leagues.  

Along with that, it's not too late to register for the senior luncheon on Friday, December 5th.  Again, contact the Community Center if you are interested.  They need to have your reservation by November 28th.  

Speaking of November 28th, I noticed on our website on our calendar of events and I spoke to Mr. Agricola about it today, the last day to put leaves out on the curb loose is Friday, November 28th.  After that, they're telling all the residents to go ahead and start bagging them and put them out with your regular trash because that first week in December, weather-permitting, they're hoping to get around the whole community to pick up all the loose leaves at the curb and then they'll be done with the leaves until next year.  Again, they're asking if you have more leaves after next Friday, the 28th, you need to go ahead and bag them and put them out with the regular trash.  
Communications from the Audience



-
none
Update on Legislation Still in Development
Mr. Hawkins:  As you review your memorandums, Item I was dispensed with Ordinance No. 45-2014, which passed with a 7-0 vote.  Item II was dispensed with Ordinance No. 44-2014, which passed with a 7-0 vote.  Item III was dispensed with Ordinance No. 42-2014, which passed with a 7-0 vote.  Item IV was dispensed with Ordinance No. 43-2014, which passed with a 6-1 vote.  Item V is forthcoming.  
Recap of Legislative Items Requested for next Council meeting
Mr. Hawkins:  None at this time.  
Council adjourned at 8:03 p.m.
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