BOARD OF HEALTH

MEETING MINUTES

March 13, 2014

Attendees:
Scott Garrison, Lynn Jones, George Kellner, Jim Squires, Dr. Ketring,

Dr. Webb, Mayor Webster, Cammie Mitrione, Jean Hicks

Absent:
Rita Hart

Mayor Webster asked the public in attendance to introduce themselves.  

The minutes of February 13, 2014 were approved.

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

Mr. Squires:  At the meeting of City Council on March 5, there were three Ordinances - one to allow food preparation service in Support Service district; this particular business will prepare food for distribution to their retail stores.  This building is on Northland Boulevard, adjacent to where we store our salt and other materials.  Another ordinance that we dealt with was a result of the January 14th meeting of the Springdale Planning Commission; what they wanted to do was add Automotive Services to the General Business district.  The third item dealt with the City’s Zoning Codes; the last time we did this was February, 2000; it’s an opportunity to update the City’s Zoning Codes, one of which I previously mentioned, to allow food preparation in the Support Services District.
We had a large discussion on the subject of sidewalks on Kemper Road.  On the February 19th meeting, the Administration presented a study they had conducted on the sidewalks on the north side of Kemper Road but there were only five people at that meeting and it was felt those five people could not speak for everyone so notices were sent out again about what we intended to do and requesting feedback.  In the meantime, the intended sidewalks were staked out.  At the March 5th meeting, people were able to speak, now knowing where the sidewalks would be and they voiced considerable opposition; the existing proposal was voted down by Council.  An alternate proposal was discussed – to put the sidewalk on the south side of the utility poles; this infringes less into people’s property.  This new proposed sidewalk will be staked off and the new proposal considered at the next Council meeting, on March 19th.

The other item discussed was the Infectious Disease Program, which is on our agenda this evening.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

Mayor Webster:  Out of respect for everyone here, we’re not going to have a two hour Board of Health meeting for each one of you folks to get up and tell us the virtues of the program, as we had the other night.  I don’t think any of us in this room question the virtue of the program, and so, Councilman Emerson, if you want to make some statements, fine; if you three residents want to make a statement, that’s fine; but I would like to ask the medical community to appoint a spokesman and give us your best shot; take as long as you want but I don’t think we’re going to continue to bounce around and argue because the only argument is to whether it should stay in Springdale or not, or should move one; it’s not about the virtue of the program.  
Mr. Squires:  At the Council meeting we had considerable input from very professional people who spoke eloquently about the program.  After considerable discussion, it came down to a motion, from the Mayor, that the program be allowed to stay until March 24th, and at that time, they would have to leave.  There were only six people at Council meeting that night; it came down to a 3-3 split, and according to Charter, that’s a loss.  So that’s where we are at this particular time.

Mayor Webster:  That recommendation that I made to Council was made because that was the agreement that Dr. Feinberg and I had reached over the phone.
Dr. Feinberg:  But that was based on the fact that you assured me the vote would go against us, so I made that agreement with you under the understanding that it was a done deal and that’s not the way it turned out.  So I want this represented fairly.  I’ll be brief.  I just want to update people on what we’ve done so far.  We’ve had five sessions since opening on February 10th; one we were snowed out of.  There were five more people who came for services today but I don’t have that written out.  Fifteen people have come.  Eleven out of 15 were from Hamilton County, two from Butler, one from Clermont County, one came all the way from Yellow Springs.  All of the people we have served are white; the age range is 24 to 58.  A third of them are under 30 years old.  Of the 15, syringes were exchanged for 13; seven people also got educated and access to Naloxone.  Of the 15, 11 are employed full-time, two part-time, one is disabled, and one is unemployed.  I think that gives you a flavor of the kind of people that we’re seeing.  The names of the communities are Hamilton County: Sharonville, Mt. Healthy, Deer Park, Norwood, Kenwood, so they’re really pretty much from the northern end of the county.  Of the 15, three have been tested for HIV and Hepatitis.  Several people came in and already knew they had hepatitis, so there was no point in treating them.  Six people have asked for information about referral for treatment of their addiction.  This is the place where we started, which was to do something about the public health impact of this terrible epidemic.  Even though we’ve had a slow start, we did have another five people today; that will make a total of 20.  It hasn’t been terribly active but people are doing what we expected them to do – look into the Narcan, looking for the testing, looking for the referrals for drug treatment.  I’ll be happy to answer any questions.

Linda King-Edrington:  The people who had hepatitis, were they being treated or were they seeking out information for treatment?

Dr. Feinberg:  One person was in treatment for hepatitis and the others have medical referrals for treatment.  Treatment is expensive.  We had hoped to help people get access to insurance but that piece of the program has just been problematic.  It looks like most of the people actually have insurance from what we could gather.

Linda King-Edrington:  Since most of them have insurance, are they seeking confidentiality?

Dr. Feinberg:  I don’t know if I can answer that.  I think everybody who would come to a program like this would not want to be advertising it to the world.  Somebody drove up in a Bentley; we’re not necessarily serving the down and out poor but I think there’s tremendous stigma about having a heroin problem.  I don’t think anybody would want anybody to know about it. That’s not something they volunteer.

Mayor Webster:  Mrs. Barnum, do you want to say anything?

Ms. Barnum:  I represent Interact for Health. We are the funder of the program. We funded the planning of the program and the van.  One of the reasons it didn’t get funded earlier was they didn’t have some of the funding and we were waiting for our process to move through.  The reason that we chose during the planning process a mobile unit was because this is such a widespread problem.  It’s just everywhere and so we wanted a way to get to people in a more equitable fashion than having a single building that was somewhere where people had to come to that; that we could more easily, because we believe that this mobile unit can go into multiple counties and go out into places where people don’t have access.  The other thing that I would say is I have been very proud of Springdale and the fact that this community and the Board of Health looked at the evidence and took the step to say yes, we will start this here because we know we have people in our community who have this problem and we know that this will do some good in a public health perspective.
Linda King-Edrington:  I was very proud as a citizen that you would take this role.  I was surprised, but pleasingly surprised because I see our community as a rather conservative one and for you to take this role and be a leader and providing this kind of service, I think that was amazing.  My son and my daughters are all in the fire service and I will tell you that this is a common thing that they deal with, day in and day out.  For you to be providing the services and the parks that we have, places that should be safe can be safer as a result of this.  My children, my grandchildren use those parks, and their friends use those parks so I am extremely proud and pleased that you took this leadership role because I think it will help other communities to open the door and allow these kind of services because it’s everywhere; it’s pervasive, and has been for quite some time.
Jim Edrington:  I was glad to hear of Springdale doing this because I had 43 years in the fire service, in three communities. In the three communities I worked in, you never knew where you would find needles.  We came across them a lot of places over the years.  To have it centrally located, in one place, where people can exchange them, I was glad to see that.  We live on a corner lot here in the city; we have 20 grandchildren.  I don’t want one of my grandkids out playing in the yard where they can find a needle because someone threw it out so I was glad to see Springdale was stepping up and doing something.
Linda King-Edrington:  We have had friends who have children who have found way to heroin as an addiction through various pathways and to have the Naloxone available for the family to save that child’s life and give them another chance at recovery is just a wonderful, generous step in the right direction.  
Dr. Feinberg:  The person who came down from Yellow Springs came down to the Naloxone for her son; I didn’t even know how she knew we were here.  It’s exactly that motivation; we had a husband who came in and get Naloxone for his wife.  If anyone is interested to see what it looks like, Adam and Libby drove the van over here if you want, at the end of the meeting, take a look and see what it is that’s on that van and how we’re doing it, you’re more than welcome.
Jim Edrington:  You’d be surprised; stuff like this gets started by word of mouth in the community.  People want to get better but don’t know how. 
Louise Bower:  There always has to be somebody, some entity, some community, that says we’ll be the first.  There may be issues; we’ll make the sacrifice.  We can be a community that’s willing to care about our area.  This is wonderful to be able to say my community is doing this for the area.  There’s been so much publicity in the paper about the epidemic proportion of this.  I think the thing that hurts my heart and I listened to it last week at the Council meeting, is people dismissed as the “criminal element”.  These are people who came from all kinds of avenues into drug use.  In some cases, we hear stories about people who have to do something illegal to support their habit and of course that's wrong  but the people who are coming are people are people who want to get better and they’re not going to harm anybody or anywhere else.  They’re coming for what they want and they’re going home.

Dr. Feinberg:  I should have mentioned that we haven’t had any incidents. It’s been quiet and peaceful and it’s exactly what you said – people don’t want to make a fuss; they don’t want to be visible. They want to come inside and get the information that they need and leave.  They’re not interested in making a fuss and we’re very grateful about that.
Mayor Webster:  Mrs. Emerson, is there anything you want to say?

Mrs. Emerson:  I guess just clarification.  Everybody was on board back in June. We had the Board of Health and they asked, out of courtesy, which I’m very grateful for, to make sure that Council was in the loop also.  And we were all on board.  For some reason, in that length of time, at the Council meeting last week; the van was only open four times, and we knew we were going to get negative press.  This isn’t something that everybody’s going to open their arms to and say let’s have a needle exchange in our community.  Residents don’t understand; it’s the healthcare professionals that understand.  It’s our job, as healthcare professionals, to educate the public.  It’s the whole change in it; how everybody now wants it out of the community; it’s totally confusing to me.  Yeah, we had complaints in Olde Gate, that’s a small percentage of Springdale.  We have tons of people like that were for this program.   The company across the street, since when does a company get to pick and choose their neighbors?  I can’t pick who moves in next to me and neither can a company.  So I’m really confused on why we’re so worried about that company when he’s not been able to prove that anything negative has come out of this other than a couple people visited when it first started, on that first day.  Nobody’s been back to that building that I know of.  I’m just puzzled; I don’t understand why where we’re parked at or where the van is parked at now; everybody in that plaza is for it.  You’ve got the support from the Board of Health, you had the support from Council, and I don’t know why we keep bringing this up to change what we all voted for and decided it was a good program.  You have to let it stay long enough to figure out if it’s good or not.  If you pull it now, what do we got?  We got nothing.  With all of that said, I would get behind the Mayor, the Council, the Board of Health, if something negative comes out of it, so be it; that’s a reason we’ll pull the program, but that hasn’t happened.  So why is everyone so anxious to make them leave?  As healthcare providers, we all know it’s out there.  You all read the paper; it was in the front line in the Sunday paper.  It’s in the news today about the father who overdosed at McDonald’s.  So it’s not just about our little community Springdale; we’re reaching out to lots of people.  We’re in the middle of a lot of communities that have a lot of issues.  Hamilton County is huge and I really strongly feel that we’ve got to give the program a chance.  If you step out now, we have nothing.
Louise Bower:  What we do have is a huge black eye, if we give up right now; we’re talking about city pride here.

Mrs. Emerson:  I can see the van being here two days and then maybe Sharonville.  Sharonville made a comment about how they were happy we took it on first.  If we’re successful here, maybe Sharonville could get a day; maybe Fairfield could take a day.  But somebody’s got to start it.  We were all for it, let’s go.  That’s how that June meeting went.  I know you’re getting ripples from everybody, but we knew that was going to happen.  You got a lot of positive input too.  People are out there looking at us. 

Mayor Webster:  Did you see the article in the paper this week about the other elected officials that had petitioned Kasich and Hamilton County Commissioners to change the legislation as to how these centers can operate?  
Mrs. Emerson:  My question to you is why are they concerned with it now?

Mayor Webster:  I’ll tell you why they’re concerned.  It’s because the way the legislation reads, if our Health Commissioner determines this is an epidemic, she can authorize this van regardless of the Board of Health, regardless of the Council.  The same thing in Forest Park, Deer Park, any of those places that are under the auspices of the Hamilton County Health Commissioner.  If the Hamilton County Health Commissioner says we’re going to have the van and we’re going to park it in the corner of Northgate Mall, as long as the mall owner says okay, then the elected officials and the residents have absolutely no say in that, and they’re concerned about that.  They don’t want the same thing in their community happen that’s happening in this city.
Linda King-Edrington:  Let’s be the example.  Let’s show that it can be positive.  What is the fear?
Mayor Webster:  We’re getting a tremendous amount of feedback from the residents and the homeowners in Olde Gate.  There are 126 condo units there; those people do not want that van parked there.  We really screwed them over by letting them in there and we’re doing damage to their community.  This is their perception.  You’re right, we’ve had no instances of any break-ins but they don’t want it to stay there and take the chance.  They don’t want to take the chance of drug addicts walking over Kemper Road, through their subdivision, to get to the van.  They don’t want it in their neighborhood.  So some Council people say let’s find someplace else for it.  Okay, give me a location.
Mrs. Emerson:  Springdale Maintenance.  We can park the van there; it’s out of sight from everybody, there’s an empty lot right there; it’s our property.

Mayor Webster:  We’ve looked at that.  It was also suggested the northeast corner of Showcase Cinemas.  I thought it would be a great location – there’s no residences, no businesses.  I personally, as a result of last week’s Council meeting, talked to the General Manager and he was very empathetic about the program, just like all of us feel about it; thought it was a great program, thought it was needed.  So he said, "Let me call headquarters".  He called me back a few hours later and said "No, we try to keep a family environment here and the program is not consistent with the image we’re trying to create".
I was accused of a lack of leadership, for caving on this.  Yes I caved, because I’m responsible for the residents and the businesses of this city, not the medical community.  These people here did not put you in office.  I hear three residents here tonight who support the program.  That’s fine but I’ve talked to a lot more residents that are not in favor of it.

Mrs. Emerson:  Did you not know that was going to happen?

Mayor Webster:  I never thought to the degree that it happened.  I never thought that we’d have businesses that, he claims; here again, perception, that he’s not going to be able to fill those vacancies because nobody wants to rent office space next to that van.  
Mrs. Emerson:  So we run Springdale and the community and the choices we make on perceptions?

Mayor Webster:  I think that there’s enough evidence, not that we’ve had any break-ins, but why subject the community to that?  If you’ve got older people that don’t want to go out and walk through their community, walk their dog because they’re afraid of what’s around the corner from them; I have some responsibility for that.
Mrs. Emerson:  So do I.

Mayor Webster:  I’m the one who stuck my neck out, even though I was accused by this lady here today of caving, and not showing leadership.
Mrs. Emerson:  And you asked all of us to also. 

Mayor Webster:  That’s right and I’m glad the Board of Health didn’t just arbitrarily say to these folks, yes, go ahead and put the van in there and then you guys get all the feedback from the residents, the negative stuff.  I’m glad that we did go to you guys so that we’re in this together.  I’m saying that I made a mistake.  I’m enough of a leader to say I lead you to this point, I made a mistake; I think we ought to go this direction.  That’s what I said last Wednesday night, and that’s what I’m saying next Wednesday night to hopefully the seven members of Council, that I want Dr. Feinberg to live up to her commitment that she made to me that the 24th of March would be the last day of operation.
Dr. Feinberg:  I made that commitment under duress.

Mayor Webster:  We had a nice friendly conversation

Dr. Feinberg:  In which you told me you had the votes; it was a done deal; don’t even think about it.  

(Two people talking)
Mayor Webster:  I can’t hear two people at the same time.

(not sure who):  I want to say one thing about this letter you mentioned.  This letter lost the public health part of it and the only thing that’s negative about it is, it says we’re giving away needles, which is absolutely not true.  We exchange clean ones for dirty ones; we’re not giving needles to anybody.

(many people talking at once)
Mayor Webster:  They have given away 156 needles.

(not sure who):  In exchange for dirty.

Linda King-Edrington:  That’s 156 contaminated needles that are out of circulation.  They’re not in our parks.

Mayor Webster:  That’s wonderful.

Linda King-Edrington:  Not only are they not in our parks, they’re not in somebody’s arm that’s going to end up with Hepatitis C. 

Mayor Webster:  Why is it, if this program’s so great, why isn’t it housed at the University of Cincinnati, where a lot of you folks work, and are affiliated with?

Dr. Feinberg:  Because what we’re dealing with is, is right here.  
Mayor Webster:  It’s not at the hospital?

Dr. Feinberg:  We get everybody from all of Hamilton County and the surrounding counties; that’s how I knew we had a problem ten years ago.  The epidemic is out here, in the suburbs, it’s not in the city center.  
Mayor Webster:  Why isn’t it at Mercy Fairfield then?

Dr. Feinberg:  There are locations in Cincinnati, but not around the University; that’s not where the problem is.
Mayor Webster:  Don’t put it at medical facilities, where people go for medical help.

Dr. Feinberg:  The Dean and the President of the University completely support this.  If that was the right place to put it, they would have no problem with it, Mayor Webster.  I ask you to call President Ono at the University of Cincinnati; call Dean Boat; every step of the way I have checked out everything with them; I have made sure that everything I did, including (indistinguishable) has the full backing of the College of Medicine and the University of Cincinnati at every step of the way, they’ve told me yes.  There will be a reply to this letter and it will be signed by officials of the University of Cincinnati.  The heroin use is not at the medical center; the heroin use is in the community.  I just told you a gentleman drove up in a Bentley to get clean needles for his dirty ones.  Now come on, do you think that’s riff raff?  Who owns Bentleys, Mayor Webster?  Certainly not me; I don’t make enough money to do that.
Mrs. Emerson:   Why do we keep bringing it to Council?  The Council’s already told you the first time they wanted it and the second time, so why are we keep bringing it to Council?  We have nothing to do with it.  The Council does not vote whether it comes or goes; that’s up to the Board of Health.

Dr. Ketring:  I want to say a few things.  I’ve been on this Board for 34 years.  I was the individual who, at our first meeting with Dr. Feinberg, said that I know how things work in Springdale and I wanted to see what City Council had to say about this because I wanted to know what kind of battle we were going to have.  This Board of Health was enthusiastically, unanimously, behind this program, as I am still.  The fears are unwarranted; there have been no documented cases of issues associated with this type of operation.  We’ve had our Police Chief look into this; we’ve had our Fire Department Chief look into it and have had no documented negatives about having this type of program in the city.  I’ve been out of town 5 weeks.  Came back to this, this afternoon and I am shocked on how we did we have a complete 180 degree turn on this?  I’m very interested in finding out why.  I did get some emails but there was nothing; there were no facts, no credible info from these complaints, so I’m with you in that I am interested in knowing how things got turned around here.  I’m not sure that this Board needs Council support.
Mrs. Emerson:  You don’t.

Dr. Ketring:  I’m not an expert in that area.  I’m not sure if we do or we don’t but again, I wanted to sort of test the waters with Council because if they were against it, it was going to be a battle, much more so a battle.  If they were for it, it was going to be easy, which it was pretty easy until something happened with it; I don’t know exactly what those facts are that turned things around.
Mayor Webster:  Let me answer Mrs. Emerson’s question - why is council involved.  He told you why, going in, that this Board felt we wanted Council’s buy-in or refusal.

Mrs. Emerson:  And I thank you for that.  

Mayor Webster:  How would you feel, sitting as a Councilperson, that we go into the program and we said we want you on board or tell us not to do it?  Then I, Cammie, or the Board here, unilaterally just make the decision we’re going to cut the program and we don’t involve the City Council.  How would you feel about that? 

Mrs. Emerson:  You involved us a second time and you lost again.  You still have enough people that say 

Mayor Webster:  What do you mean a second time?

Mrs. Emerson:  It was 3-3.  

Mayor Webster:  That was the first time.

Mrs. Emerson:  The first time you came to us in June.  

Mayor Webster:  That was to go into the program.

Mrs. Emerson:  Right, and then you came to us last week and asked us again.  The only people that I heard negative was you; you were leading us to be negative, just like you were leading us to be positive.  It was 3-3.  We again told you that that’s not a win.  That 3-3 is the program stays.  We don’t need to come back to Council.  Council’s already backed you.  We backed you; we’re enthusiastic.

Mayor Webster:  It will be brought back up Wednesday night.

Mrs. Emerson:  But what I’m telling you is it doesn’t make any difference what Council votes.  It has to do with the Health Commissioner and the Board of Health.

Dr. Ketring:  You don’t know what affect Council not supporting the program will have.

Mrs. Emerson:  All I’m asking of the Board of Health is to find out. 

Mayor Webster:  Cammie, do you have that letter from the Homeowners Association?

Mrs. Emerson:  I’ve got a copy of that; I read it, but none of that is 

Mayor Webster:  You have that here?

Mrs. Emerson:  I’ve got it right here.  They’re complaining; we know that, but all I’m asking is if it goes 4-3, which we already know it will, you all on the Board of Health look into why they changed the vote.  If they have legitimate reasons to change their vote, I back you a 110%, but I don’t think you’re going to find that.  

Dr. Ketring:  This Board is not going to investigate the Council members on why they changed their vote. 

Mayor Webster:  I don’t think they have the authority to if they wanted to.  We got a letter from the management company that represents the condo association owners.  Let me read that into the record.  I received this after I received a phone call from Jim Conan, one of the principal owners of the CMC office complex; I think they own three or four office buildings directly to the east of where the van is parked and they also own several properties on the other side of the street so they own a substantial amount of real estate in this community.
“I am writing you on behalf of the Olde Gate Condominium Association in Springdale at the direction of its Board of Directors.  Please allow me to elaborate on the concern first realized on Monday, February 10, 2014.  My office received several phone calls questioning the Public Health Initiative van parked at Olde Gate Plaza on the corner of Northland Boulevard and Olde Gate Drive.  At the time of the phone calls, I had no idea what the homeowners were referring to, but I assured them I would seek an answer.  Not long after the previous, I was visited by Jim Bunch, President of the homeowner’s association.  Jim briefed me on the information he had regarding the Cincinnati Exchange Program.  I was boggled that such a program, to be more specific a needle exchange for heroin addicts, could be placed less than one half a block from a residential community.  I was double boggled at my understanding that this initiative is supported by the Springdale City Council.

Most who think rationally understand that not all heroin addicts are criminals, and not all criminals are heroin addicts.  Brutal frankness must prevail knowing that placing a van specific to exchanging needles for drug addicts will certainly subject owners to an unwelcome criminal element which endangers the well being of our community.  We cannot tolerate a program such as this close to our families.

In closing, we are requesting the Public Health Initiative van be relocated to a more suitable location (suggestions given).  If an alternate location is not possible, we are requesting that the van be removed entirely and the initiative terminated.  This program has no business near a residential community, let alone the City of Springdale.  Sincerely, Richard E. Mountel Jr., Association Manager, Towne Properties, Inc.”

Mayor Webster:  So upon getting the call from the business owner and getting this letter and I personally attended their Board of Director’s meeting the following Thursday and heard firsthand from the Board members; they’re concerned.  In the meantime, we’ve got a couple people voice strong objections at the Council meeting; people did a lot of research on what the environments were in Baltimore and Portsmouth, where these vans were housed and it’s certainly not a residential setting, a half of a block away from a residential community, like in Springdale.  I think what we did – everybody’s intent was in the right place; had we been able to place the van where we had hoped it would go initially, was in the parking lot of the Nazarene Church on Route 4; great visibility. 

Mrs. Emerson:  Right against the park and a whole line of Sharon Road residents, and on the other side of that, we’ve got Maple Knoll.  That’s closer than where the van’s parked now to Olde Gate.

Mayor Webster:  So that wasn’t acceptable.  We thought of several locations.  We also thought that the Vineyard Church would be great.  Vineyard had a representative here when Dr. Feinberg made her presentation to Council last time.  Cammie had contact with them subsequent to that and they ran it past their management and they said no we don’t want it.  I was shocked at that because they have the Healing Center over there, they have a lot of social programs and I was shocked they took that approach but they didn’t want the program.  The Nazarene Church, they do a lot of outreach effort; they have a food kitchen down there for the poor; they didn’t want it. 

Dr. Ketring:  What were their reasons?

Mayor Webster:  But it’s okay to put it a half a block with 126 owners? 

Mrs. Emerson:  You initially approached Springdale Nazarene but there was never a decision given because you found the site where they’re currently parked at.

Mayor Webster:  That was after the Nazarene Church turned it down.

Mrs. Emerson:  I think he said he was going to take it to the Board.  That’s the church I go to.

Mayor Webster:  I don’t care whether you go there or not.  I know what the facts are.  You’re questioning the facts and the facts are the Mrs. Mitrione, myself, and Mr. Parham met with the pastor and the associate pastor long before they located the Olde Gate Plaza and made a presentation to them; they said we’ll take it to our Board and we’ll get back to you. And they did take it to the Board and they did get back to us and they said no. Then, and only then, did they jointly approach Planned Parenthood, a sister organization, thinking that they’re okay here, then maybe they will accommodate this van, and they did.  So that’s how it happened.  So don’t sit there and question me as to who did what first; I know what I’m talking about.
Linda King-Edrington:  Why are you so rude to this lady, in calling her a cohort?
Mayor Webster:  What’s bad about a cohort; it’s a colleague, is that better? I’m sorry.

Libby Harrison:  I would prefer actually if you take it down a notch.
Mayor Webster:  You didn’t mind taking me to task on the floor of Council last week.

Linda King-Edrington:  Not in a public forum. We’re all here
Mayor Webster:  This lady sits here and questions when we talked to the Nazarene Church because she goes to church there.
Mrs. Emerson:  I talked to the Assistant Minister last week and it was never taken to the board.

Mayor Webster:  That’s not our fault; we made the presentation

Mrs. Emerson:  You’re calling me a liar.
Mayor Webster:  We made the presentation to the pastor and the associate pastor; they said they’d get back to us after they took it to the Board.  They got back to us and said no.  Now what they did in the meantime; if they didn’t do what they told us, that’s not my fault.

Jim Edrington:  You got a chance here, you said the County could come back and say it’s an epidemic; we’re going to do this.  You got a chance to be proactive; come to the forefront and start taking care of this.  As far as walking through there, they walk through there every day, so you can’t use that.  I’ve traveled this area because I’ve lived here all my life.  Northland Boulevard, you’ve got empty businesses in those office buildings there all the time, so you can’t say these people are causing me not to be able to rent these offices.  They’ve been sitting empty for a long time.  You can’t use these people getting needle exchanges, trying to get better, as a negative outlook on that.  But the City of Springdale has a chance to be proactive, do something about an epidemic of dirty needles and diseases in this city.  Sure, you’re not going to cure the world but you can try your best to solve this problem now.
Mayor Webster:  In the process I tell 126 residents take it and leave it; you don’t have a say.

Jim Edrington:  How many residents do you have in the City of Springdale?

Mayor Webster:  11,263.

Jim Edrington:  So this is just 126 that are against it; you don’t know what the rest of residents are for it.  People might call you at home but unless they step to the forefront like we’re here tonight.

Mayor Webster:  Like you three residents are, yes.

Linda King-Edrington:  Three voting residents.
Jim Edrington:  Those people who are in that condominium complex, I don’t see any of them here voting against it.  They have a mouthpiece to send you a letter or call you.  You can’t just say well I got 30 people calling me on the phone; why aren’t those 30 people here in a public forum, voicing their opinion?  I’m not saying that you’re not conveying their problems; if they got something to say, then show up, voice your opinion about it. 
Mayor Webster:  Well they’re not here because they’ve been assured that the program and the van were going to be leaving.  They were given that assurance by me, their mayor, based upon a conversation I had with Dr. Feinberg.  

Jim Edrington:  How can you assure 126 people that I’m not going to have this thing in this city when you got 11000 people that you don’t know might want it in the city? 
Louise Bower:  What would be the matter with going to Olde Gate resident council and find out how much was based on factual information and how much was emotional reaction to this idea of criminal element?  We know what’s actually happening is that you’re taking some of that criminal element off the street.  If you’re worried about people not being able to walk their dog, well this program is part of the solution.  Why not let these people come to a meeting and talk to them about what the actual factual information is.  They might not want to hear it but it would certainly help them to understand why it’s important and why it doesn’t represent a danger to them.  This is just kind of knee jerk emotional reaction.  This is not a response to anything very factual.
Jim Edrington:  I walk my dog at one o’clock in the morning at Cloverdale and Harmony.  Somebody could come by and snatch me up or do whatever.  I’m not worried about it.  We can’t live in a “what if” world.  We have to face reality and do something to help these people.  If I got a back problem, these doctors write prescriptions for pain killers instead of trying to find out what the problem is; we’ll just dope him up and send him on the way.  That’s how you get addicted to these drugs and get worse.

Dr. Ketring:  I’m a vet; I would not get people hooked on those drugs.

Mayor Webster:  Is there anything else anyone wants to say about the infectious disease program?

Dr. Ketring:  I think one of the problems with the Infectious Disease, the Prevention has been lost in this.  That was one of the reasons I wanted this program to go on, was to prevent exposure to disease to the public, and I also I was totally impressed by the financial burden that these infectious diseases put on our healthcare system and I think that’s something a lot of people are forgetting.  Prevention can certainly help with that expense.  Unfortunately, this keeps coming back to needle exchange; that’s just one part of it.
Ann Barnum:  Do you think there would be benefit in having a conversation where people could discuss what their feelings are and others could talk about what they’ve found in other communities and what has happened 
where these Infectious Disease programs are held.  Can we try to help people understand?  I go to church right down the road here but I don’t live in Springdale.  I want to know, from you all, if you think a conversation can be held?
Dr. Ketring:  I think not only conversation; I think what is needed is education.   This letter that was written, in my opinion, was not an individual who was educated about this situation and I don’t think the comments are credible.

Mayor Webster:  I totally disagree with you.  I think his job, and his paycheck revolves around representing the owners of those 126 units and that’s exactly what he did.  He reflected the phone calls that he received from those people and also that conversations he had with the Board of Directors, so I think every one of his comments were valid.
Dr. Ketring:  But to talk about the criminal element?  No.  He can not say that.  And besides that, usually you and I are on the same page on most issues like this, but his agenda as a business man is different that the agenda of this Board of Health.  

Mayor Webster:  And you’re exactly right.  He’s a business man, Mr. Conan.  
Dr. Ketring:  And he’s concerned about losing income from those 126 people. 

Mayor Webster:  He’s still going to be the manager of the group; regardless of whether the van’s setting there or not.  They contract with this management group to pay the bills, take care of the repairs, everything else.  So he has nothing to lose, with the van being there.  He’s representing the feelings of the 126 people that live there.

Dr. Ketring:  I still don’t know; I don’t think anybody knows, what percentage of those 126 is complaining?  Are there three people out of 126?
Mayor Webster:  I can guarantee it’s more than three people.

Dr. Ketring:  Is it 50?

Mayor Webster:  I don’t know.  

Dr. Ketring:  That’s what I’m saying, we don’t know.  Is it 50 out of 126?

Louise Bower:  I do know that as we were leaving there was one woman who said “I don’t want you to think that all of us in Olde Gate feel this way”.

Mayor Webster:  Yes, that was Mrs. English that made that comment.

Louise Bower:  Several of us heard that same thing.

Mrs. Emerson:  What is Springdale losing by having this in here?  What are we losing?

Mayor Webster:  We losing the reputation.

Mrs. Emerson:  We’re losing our reputation if we bail on this.
Mayor Webster:  Our reputation is in the trash right now.

Mrs. Emerson:  According to who?  
Mayor Webster:  According to me, according to the paper, according to other elected officials, that other communities would not do this and we know that for a fact because Dr. Feinberg couldn’t get one of the other five Health Departments, to buy into this.

Dr. Feinberg:  That’s not true, Cincinnati Health Department bought into it and we’re starting

Mayor Webster:  Here again, playing on words.  Why didn’t you locate in the City of Cincinnati then?

Dr. Feinberg:  Because the problem is in the suburbs. 

Mayor Webster:  Why not locate in the City of Cincinnati?

Dr. Feinberg;  Because we had opposition from the former City Manager but now we do not have that opposition; we have the support from the City Manager and the Chief of Police and the Mayor.

Mayor Webster:  So you’re going to start a van operation in the City of Cincinnati?

Dr. Feinberg:  This very van that is parked outside.

Mayor Webster:  And when is that going to happen?

Dr. Feinberg:  We’re working on a location and exact start up date now, so I don’t have an answer for you.

Mayor Webster:  Well that’s great news, I’m glad to hear it.  But when you approached us, you had been refused by the City, regardless of what level, but you could not locate in the City of Cincinnati.
Jim Edrington:  The city turned right around and is being proactive where they weren’t doing anything before

Mayor Webster:  Because you had different players, Mr. Mallory, the Police Chief, Mr. Mahoney, the City Manager.

Jim Edrington:  Don’t get me wrong, I’m not being rude or anything.  So you’re saying as soon as you leave office and the new mayor gets in there and he decides this is a good idea; why wait for a new mayor, let’s get proactive now and leave it here?  Don’t get a black eye.

Mayor Webster:  Why don’t you just assassinate the mayor and you can go ahead and do it tomorrow?

Mrs. Emerson:  Isn’t the idea of the van to have more than one location – isn’t the idea to travel around so you cover the entire region?  

Dr. Feinberg:  We starting conversation with Butler County.

Mayor Webster:  Sharonville is a suburb.  They have their own Health Department.  They have the authority to do this.  They declined to do it.

Mrs. Emerson:  That’s okay.  We voted to do this.

Jim Edrington:  Do you have to do what they did?

Mayor Webster:  No, and we didn’t.  

Dr. Feinberg:  I’m hoping we’ll have sufficient data; we’ll be able to go to these communities and say this is how many people we served from your community.  That will turn the tide.  You have to start somewhere.  We were thrilled by the vision that Springdale had from the Board of Health and then the support from the City Council to get it started.  The problem is not elsewhere; the problem is here.  Your Chief of Police has told you that.  He’s told you how many grams of heroin he has confiscated and how’s it has escalated over the years.  He came here with that data.

Mayor Webster:  It’s not just here; it’s the region.

Dr. Feinberg:  I know, but I’m saying Springdale’s not exempt.  

Mayor Webster:  How many of the people are Springdale residents that you’ve treated?

Dr.  Feinberg:  We fully intend to go to as many places as we can, but I know how dispersed this it.  I just saw somebody in clinic from Clinton County yesterday for a heroin-associated bone infection and abscess.  We know it’s dispersed but you have to start somewhere.  We’re only here eight hours a week.  If we get really busy elsewhere, maybe we’ll only be here four hours a week.  There are so many people to serve.  
Mayor Webster:  How many of the 20 were Springdale residents?

Dr. Feinberg:  I don’t have anybody so far.

Louise Bower:  It’s only been in existence for 

Dr. Feinberg:  There’s only been five sessions.

Mayor Webster:  There should be six sessions now, right?

Dr. Feinberg:  I don’t know anything about today.  I mean I know we served five people but I don’t know their zip codes.

Mrs. Emerson:  I think it’s about people. 

(Further discussion about how many people there are statistics for)
Mayor Webster:  So, excluding today because statistics are not available, we’ve had 15 people and we’ve had zero Springdale residents.  So we’ve had 15 addicts come into the city and this is where the detractors, this is their objection to the program.  You’ve got this program in Springdale and you had 15 addicts come in from other communities and zero people from Springdale, so you say the problem’s here?  Yeah, the needle problem is here; I’ll be the first to admit that, and the heroin problem is probably here but, as one of the people stood up on Council floor said, the addicts in this city are probably not going to come here because they don’t want their neighbors to see them go in.  They’re going to go to another van somewhere.  
Mrs. Emerson:  When we’re in Hamilton, they can drive over to Butler County.  
Dr. Feinberg:  The gentleman who drove up to the van in the Bentley, he is not going to prey on the elderly people in that condominium.  Everybody comes up in a new shiny car.  The vast majority of them are employed full-time.  These are not criminals.  They are addicts.  They really present no danger to the people in the Olde Gate condominiums and I think if they knew that, it might settle things down quite a bit.
Mayor Webster:  We had one resident from Olde Gate come down to the PD; talked to the Police Chief; wanted to know if she could take pictures.  Chief told her sure but I wouldn’t advise it.  Well she did it anyway.  She goes down, stands on the sidewalk, took pictures of people coming and going, followed people to their cars, and took pictures of their license plates.
Dr. Feinberg:  She followed them in her car. 

Mrs. Emerson:  Which shouldn’t be tolerated.   

Mayor Webster:  It shouldn’t be tolerated by the addict?

(unknown):  That’s harassment.

Mayor Webster:  The addict has rights but she has none?

Adam Reilly:  How can you justify someone who’s spending their day doing that?  What kind of productivity is that?
Libby Harrison:  There was a woman at the van looking for Mental Health care, and she was afraid because she takes prescription medication from her doctor as prescribed.  This woman was mentally ill and I had to talk to her about safety and a woman took pictures of her, a woman who was not there for syringes.  She was there for mental health and you’re condoning her following her?

Mayor Webster:  I’m not condoning what she’s doing.  

Libby Harrison:  You brought it up; why did you bring it up?

Mayor Webster:  Just to show you the fever pitch of some of those folks down there.

Nobody cares about the 126 residents.  I’m saying I wouldn’t do what she did but I defend her right to do it.  I defend her right to do whatever she thinks is necessary to protect her home, her community and her neighborhood and if she thinks that would do 
it, then fine; she’s got the right to do it.  
Adam Reilly:  I would like to say that the past three sessions, we haven’t had any; she’s really the only person that came up to the RV and has been like that.  Everyone else has come in there for a half hour most and then they’re gone.  

Libby Harrison:  The neighbors have stopped coming and complaining.  

Louise Bower:  The piece of this that, it seems to me is missing, is that when it was proposed, the people who are doing this should’ve been invited to do some kind of educational session and they would still be willing to meet with the Olde Gate residents; we all care about them.  I care about anybody who’s living in fear.   I wouldn’t want to live in fear and I don’t want them to but they are fearful for no good reason and if the people who believe in this program could go to them and talk to them and explain what it’s supposed to do, that it’s not putting addicts in the neighborhood, it’s taking them out.  That it’s not encouraging drug use, it’s helping to.
Mayor Webster:  The numbers don’t substantiate what you’re saying.  This program, up through, and we can’t talk about today, up through Monday, put 15 drug addicts in the City of Springdale

Louise Bower:  For how many minutes?  We’re not talking about people coming in here and selling drugs on the corner.

Mayor Webster:  I’m telling you the detractors say it’s bringing addicts in the community and they’re not wrong. 
Mrs. Emerson:  The complaints aren’t legitimate.
Linda King-Edrington: There are addicts in Springdale. There are addicts everywhere.  We have a lot of humanity in this nation and there are people that live next door to you that have an addition.  It’s very private; it’s very shameful and so they go to someplace that it’s safe. Springdale is safe. They came here seeking information. They came here to save lives. This is not just about the criminal element you speak of. This is about saving lives.
Mayor Webster: That’s exactly right and I commend the program. I commend everything they’re doing but also 126 residents moved into Olde Gate community because they thought it was a nice safe neighborhood and now the perception is that it isn’t.  We, the elected officials; me primarily, are responsible for that.
Linda King-Edrington:  But shouldn’t we be responsible for encouraging rather than 

Mayor Webster:  My first responsibility is to restore the confidence of those folks, the safety, the well-being of those people.  My number one responsibility is not dispensing needles to addicts.  That’s a great effort; it’s noteworthy and it needs to be done but it needs to be done in hospital or medical-type setting and not in a small suburban densely-populated area like Springdale is.  We looked at all the different areas.  The one area in this city that was suggested last time was with the Showcase Cinema, northeast corner, huge parking lot. I totally agree with that. If that General Manager got back to me and said yes Mayor Webster we would be more than happy to have it; that would’ve been great. I would have been on the phone right away to Cammie and Dr. Feinberg and say we’ve got an ideal situation for you.  But no, they didn’t want it.  And so if we look at other places, the Thriftway parking lot’s been mentioned but what about the people on Grandin Avenue?  We would have the same blowback from those people that we did the residents from Olde Gate.  We talked about GE Park.  I don’t know how many units are occupied but there eventually are going to be 105 condominium units back there along with the Heritage Hill subdivision and there are businesses across the street.  We’re going to have the same reaction there.  I don’t care where you move this operation in the City of Springdale, as great as the program is, we are going to get the same blowback.
Louise Bower:  You won’t get any of it if people understand.

Mayor Webster:  We are not going to educate 11,000 people in this city to say don’t be afraid of the addicts coming into the city.  

Ann Barnum:  Why can’t we at least try to educate people about this before we give up?

Mr. Garrison:  It seems to me that the program, and all you folks from the program are concentrating your efforts on the Board of Health and City Council who have been behind it but you’re not going to where the problem is?  Have you approached the Olde Gate community, the president of the homeowners or whatever, because that’s where your problem is; it is not here.
(Indistinguishable)
Mr. Garrison:  But have you done that; you know that’s where the problem is. 

Dr. Feinberg:  We know that now.  

Mr. Garrison:  Well yeah, but that’s been a week.

Dr. Feinberg:  We’ve been trying to work with; we’re happy to go and talk with those individuals; we’re happy to talk to people at large in this community. I think you hit on something which is true. I’m not from Springdale either; maybe what we should have done even before we got started was set up a broad local campaign to notify people and educated them. We took lead from the people who were here and who voted in favor of it and nobody mentioned that so that was probably naïve. But we’re certainly happy to do that.
Mr. Garrison:  But you haven’t approached anybody at Olde Gate?
Dr. Feinberg:  I was out of town all week, so no, I have not.
Mr. Garrison:  I’m just saying that’s where your problem is.  You can educate a small group of people very quickly, your vocal opposition.  

Louise Bower:  It wasn’t until last week at the Council meeting that I realized that. 
Mr. Garrison:  That’s where your problem is; it’s not with us and it’s not with City Council.  You need those people to buy in to get any resolution because you don’t know how many people it is, but they’re very vocal.  They have a big voice, whether it’s two people or whether it’s 50 people.  I don’t know whether you can talk to those folks, whether you can try to get in to them or not, because, in my opinion, if you have any hope of continuing this in Springdale, you have to sell those people; you don’t have to sell us and you have to sell them now or it’s going to be over.  There’s no way it can go on.
Ann Barnum:  I will say there was a PTA meeting tonight and it was cancelled because we had plans, because some of the parents had invited us to come because they want to understand what was going on.  But it’s Olde Gate that we need to go to.  Not knowing enough about this, we were 

Mayor Webster:  There was a teleconference on February 25th, where the education thing was discussed at length, about trying to educate the community about this program. I think Jim Cohen of CMC properties offered to pay for some literature or if you relocated, he was going to pay for the reprinting of the folders. We talked at some length about trying to educate the people.  I’m not going to be part of an education program; that’s the medical community’s job; it’s not the City of Springdale’s job to educate the people as to why you should open up your arms to a needle exchange program.

Dr. Feinberg:  It’s really a public health program but we’d be happy to take that responsibility on. 

Louise Bower:  They would need to know you were willing to have that happen.
Mayor Webster:  I’m not going down there to talk to those people.

Louise Bower:  That’s not what I’m saying.  If a program were to be offered to them, they would need to know you were behind that effort, to get more practical information.

Jim Edrington:  Would you be willing to provide the space here in the city building where they can have an education meeting for the people?

Mayor Webster:  What I will offer to do is make a motion next Wednesday night to have the program curtailed as of the 24th of March.

Jim Edrington:  But you’re not willing to provide the space to educate the people?

Mayor Webster:  If that’s where the thing ends up, we’ll do our part.  Not here in this building.

Jim Edrington: You keep preaching; you’re not educating.  We’re willing to do the education so will you provide space for the citizens of Springdale to come into like a room at the recreation center. 

Mayor Webster:  We make those available for community events and I’m sure we would accommodate an educational program on the needle exchange program.  If it came down to that and they took the initiative to put the program together and bore the expense and the advertising, I’m sure all we need to do is provide a forum for that, yes, we would.

Jim Edrington:  Yes, they would need a space.  You couldn’t just have it out in the parking lot.

Adam Reilly:  We could do it in the van.  We could do it in shifts.

Jim Edrington:  We’re talking about educating the community, not just Olde Gate; the whole community of Springdale.

Mayor Webster:  11,000 people, yeah.

Jim Edrington:  But how many is going to show up?  You might get a hundred.  Just like I questioned you, if people are that concerned about what’s happening, whether it’s Olde Gate or my neighborhood or yours; they’re not here, they’re not voicing their opinion.  Let them come out and be seen.  If they’re that dedicated, for it or against it, let them be here.  Thank you for your time?
Mayor Webster:  Okay.  You’re quite welcome.  Anything new?  Thank you very much for your participation.  

Adam Reilly:  I’m sorry, so nothing has changed, like you’re still trying to kick us out by the 24th; is that what I’m hearing?

Mayor Webster:  That’s what you’re hearing, yes.
Adam Reilly:  So you’re not going to give us time to try to get this educational thing together?

Mayor Webster:  No.
Adam Reilly:  So you’re not really behind the educational thing?

Mayor Webster:  No.  The 24th of March.

Adam Reilly:  But you’re not for the education of the community?
Mayor Webster:  That’s fine; you want to do the education; that’s your call.

Adam Reilly:  But you want us out.  So you’re not giving us any time to do that.  You’re being very arbitrary about it.  You’re not giving us any time to get this program together, get the outreach done so people know when and where it’s happening.  Am I the only one who sees that?  

Louise Bower:  It sounds like I’ve made up my mind, don’t confuse me with the facts.  I don’t think you want to come across that way, as the Mayor of this community.  As I said earlier, I’m just convinced that we are going to get a huge black eye in this area.
Mayor Webster:  Pardon me for interrupting, but you don’t know what a black eye is.  You’re looking at the biggest black eye in Hamilton County right here because I stuck my neck out for this program.  Now that we’re out there, now you want to hang a guilt trip on us; that we’re supposed to educate 11,000 people to make you folks feel welcome.

We’re just supposed to continue get the black eye, tarnish the reputation of this city, until you guys get the city educated to the point they readily accept you.
Dr. Feinberg:  This is some subset of 126 people.
Jim Edrington:  That’s how many people live there but how many of those 126 were complaining?
Mayor Webster:  126 units, that’s probably over 250 people.

Jim Edrington:  How many are complaining, out of 250?

(Unidentified):  How many were at the meeting?

Adam Reilly:  Five, I counted.

Mayor Webster:  Do you want me to go down this weekend and distribute flyers to every house down there?

(Indistinguishable; many people talking at once)
Mayor Webster:  You want some representation, then I can go down and get the people to come down, to fill the Council chambers on the 19th and I’m saying that’s not necessary.

Jim Edrington:  That’s 126 units, over 250 people, but you’re not telling us how many people are actually complaining.  Is it five, is it ten?  Is it 200?  You haven’t given us a number yet of who is complaining.

Mayor Webster:  I probably heard from 8 – 10 people.  

Libby Harrison:  And you’re kicking us out for 8-10 people?
Mayor Webster:  I’ve heard from 8-10 people directly by phone call or email; I have talked to the Board of Directors, who has gotten a number of calls.  The management agent has gotten a number of calls.  Everybody doesn’t pick up the phone and call me.

Jim Edrington:  They do it all back door; they don’t come out in public and talk about it.
Libby Harrison:  How many positive emails and phone calls have you gotten sir?

Mayor Webster:  Last track I had nine emails, mostly from the medical community in support. 

Jim Edrington:  And from residents?

Mayor Webster:   No, I don’t think I’ve gotten a single Springdale resident.
Libby Harrison:  I know of four residents that called you and they got your secretary and your secretary said he was not taking those calls.  Four Springdale residents were sent elsewhere.  Those are four people I know personally.

Mayor Webster:  I’m not going to sit here and call you a liar but I can’t imagine that.
Libby Harrison:  You already have.  You’re calling all of us liars, sir.

Mrs. Emerson:  Does Council make the decision on whether this program stays or goes?  I just need that answer.  Health Commissioner?

Mayor Webster:  As far as I’m concerned, when Council votes in the affirmative to ask these folks to leave as of the 24th, then 

Mrs. Emerson:  Well last week it was 3-3.  So we bring Marjorie in and she already verbally said she’s against the program, so then it’s 4-3.  

Mayor Webster:  Assuming no one’s changed their mind between now and then, yes.

Mrs. Emerson:  Initially we didn’t need Council’s approval; the Board of Health was kind enough to keep us in the loop and thought we were important enough to get our input.  Like Dr. Ketring said, he knew the battle was going to be much tougher if we didn’t back them.  But they didn’t need to do that.  So taking it back to Council and doing another vote; I need to know, does that mean the program’s out?  Do we (Council) control that program?  I don’t think we do.  I think that’s the Health Commissioner and the Board of Health, is what I’m thinking.
Mayor Webster:  As far as I’m concerned, that will be the deciding vote.

(Indistinguishable; many people talking)
Mrs. Emerson:  … the program was the Health Commissioner, is that not true? 

Mayor Webster:  That’s the way the state legislation reads.

Mrs. Emerson:  That’s all I needed to know.

Unknown:  I’m sorry, can you clarify that statement?

Mayor Webster:  If Council votes 4-3 to curtail the program, in my opinion, is that going to be the end of the program?  As far as I’m concerned, yes.  Then follow-up question was could the Health Commissioner declare an epidemic and make it happen?  
Mrs. Emerson:  No, the comment was initially you didn’t need us (Council).  We played no part other than it was a courtesy and a kindness and we backed you to have this program.  Now we’re talking it back to Council next week and Council’s making the decision on the program.  That doesn’t make any sense to me, and that’s what I’m asking.  I thought this was all about the Health Commissioner and the Board of Health.

Mayor Webster:  Okay Council votes no, then we could bring it back to this Board next month and in the meantime, let them continue to operate, let the City’s image continue to be tarnished for another 30 days then ask this board okay, now you don’t have the support of the City Council, so do you want to continue this program?

Dr. Ketring:  What you’re asking is for the Board to vote but you haven’t had an opportunity to do so.

Mrs. Emerson:  No, I’m not asking you to vote.  I’m clarifying a question.  He said next week he’s going to ask us all to vote again and I can tell you it’s going to be 4-3.  He said that’s the end of the program.  Well I understood that we (Council) had no control over that program.  So how can we end the program if we couldn’t bring it in?  That just doesn’t make sense to me.  That’s all I’m asking.  I want to know how Council can make that decision.  

Mayor Webster:  Holly, I explained that at the outset as to why the Board wanted to give you guys the opportunity to be involved with the program.  

Mrs. Emerson:  But we are not the deciding factor.  They didn’t come to us and ask us initially because if we voted it in, we couldn’t have voted it in without you all’s (Board of Health) approval.

Dr. Ketring:  I think the problem is we don’t have an attorney at this table here tonight.  

Mrs. Emerson;  But the Ohio law says it has to be the Health Commissioner.

Dr. Ketring:  I don’t know that to be a fact.  Does any board member here know that to be a fact?  The answer is no; we don’t know that.  So the question becomes do we need to know that?  And that hasn’t been decided, if we need to know that.  If we do need to know it, we’re going to go through whatever obstacles we need to find that answer.  Again, that has not been decided yet.  Because until recently it was going in the direction that we all wanted to go.  We hadn’t had to address these issues.  

Adam Reilly:  This is the Ohio Revised Code and (indistinguishable) there’s several copies.

Mrs. Mitrione:  What’s the number on that?

Dr. Ketring:  3709.2. The City Council controls the Health Commissioner’s pay.  It’s a tricky situation and these Board members have not been through that issue but we were through that 20 years ago.  If you pursue it, we’re not happy with you.  Those are things we have to do.

Linda King-Edrington:  So in the meantime, could there be an effort to provide some education to the community?
Mr. Garrison:  I would have thought you guys would have started that after the City Council meeting.
Linda King-Edrington:  I wasn’t at the City Council meeting; I was ill that night.

Mr. Garrison:  Well I just would have thought there would have been something going on because there was definitely a lot of backlash.

Linda King-Edrington:  The more knowledge people have, the more sense of control they got.

Ann Barnum:  We were going to start with the PTA.  I thought that was a reasonable place to start but the meeting was cancelled.  
Linda King-Edrington:  Thank you Ann.  Thank you Dr. Feinberg.  Thank you Health Department members.  I would be more than willing to help with any kind of educational program.  
Mayor Webster:  Thank all of you for attending.

Jim Edrington:  Thank you Mr. Mayor; I won’t assassinate you.  
Adam Reilly:  If anyone wants to see what the van is like, we’ll be out there for a few minutes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS (Continued):

Mayor Webster:   Okay, we have the third reading for the Pool Licenses.

REGULATION 2-2014

A REGULATION OF THE SPRINGDALE BOARD OF HEALTH AMENDING BOARD OF HEALTH REGULATION R2-2014 TO ESTABLISH FEES FOR PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS, PUBLIC SPAS, AND SPECIAL USE POOLS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Lynn Jones made the motion to approve; George Kellner seconded.

Regulation R2-2014 passed with 4 affirmative votes.
NEW BUSINESS: 

Health Commissioner:  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Sanitarian Joint Inspection Review Process – The City of Springdale and the City of Sharonville have signed a MOU to evaluate each other’s inspection processes to ensure standardization and compliance.
Health Commissioner will be on vacation the week of March 17-21, 2014.

ServSafe food safety training is being conducted March 17 and 18, 2014.

There is a mammogram van scheduled for March 18, 2014.  

Mayor Webster:   Let me just mention this in light of our previous conversation.  We need to do more research on this but, first cut of this, the mammogram and the medical vans are probably operating in violation of our Zoning Code.  You can read into that what you want, but I guess that’s why I’m so emphatic about the 24th of March will be the last day of operation. 

Mrs. Jones:  I didn’t even think about that.

Mayor Webster:  We’ve never enforced that with the mammogram van; it’s a public health thing and we didn’t think about it for them or with this.  Same thing, we all thought it was a great public health initiative.   

Dr. Ketring:  What violation is that?

Health Commissioner:  I just passed it around.  It’s kind of vague; you know how that language goes.  I did talk to the Building Official about it.  It’s that last little area; it’s a one-liner:  “Storage or any other use of trailers or nonpermanent structures shall not be permitted.”

Mr. Squires:  That’s pretty straight-forward.

Mayor Webster:  I don’t want to hold it over their heads; I was hoping that this whole conversation tonight wouldn’t have to happen.  She agreed with me to be out by the 24th and I expected her to live up to her commitment and I was going to report to Council that the 24th would be the last day of operation.  Then she says no I’m not going to do that; they’re not going to leave until Council makes them leave.

Mrs. Jones:  It’s an emotional issue.

Mayor Webster:  Yes, it is.  Whether you’re for or against the addicts and whether you think they need treatment, whether you’re for or against needles lying on the street.  Nobody disagrees it’s a good program but the problem is you’re not going to find a neighborhood in this community that’s going to welcome it.

Here’s the conversation went, this was last Monday, March the 3rd.  She was at the airport on the way to a conference in Boston.  We had to call each other two or three times before we finally got a good connection.  I told her I’m really getting a lot of blowback; from the office complex next door, from the condominium association.  I said Doctor, this is just not going to work.  I support what you guys are doing but we’re going to have to move it out of there.  She said I hate to hear that; we’d like to stay.  I said we have to curtail this.  I told her I had met with the homeowners association and told them we would try to make every effort to get it out of there before you have your annual homeowner’s meeting, which is the 27th of March.  So I said to her what about the 15th?  She said can you give us until the end of the month?  I said well, I’ll compromise with you, March 24th.  She says okay.  We parted good company, everything was good.
What I should have done was go back to Council and told them the 24th was going to be the last day.  Well since we asked their support going in, it was only fair to ask their support going out.  Well it ended up a 3-3 vote.  Mrs. Harlow was not there but she’s on record saying she supports the 24th exit date.  One of them wanted to give them until the end of the month.  I’d already given them three weeks, from the 3rd to the 24th.  So if somebody wants to give them another week, I can live with that.  Cammie sent her a text on Friday (3/7/14) asking her to get in touch with Mayor Webster, no response.  Sent her an email on Monday, no response.  I make a phone call Tuesday, no response; and then an email yesterday (3/12).  Four attempts, I reached out to her, no response.  So today I wrote her an email saying failure to hear from you leaves me no other choice to remind you that I expect you to live up to your commitment of having the operation cease as of the 24th.  So what’s you’re feelings on this?

Mr. Kellner:  It’s a good program but there is some opposition to it among the residents and that concerns me.  I don’t know how it’s going to be solved.       

Mr. Garrison:  I’m like everyone else; it’s a great program.  I feel like the heat you’re taking is magnified.  They’re very vocal but I don’t know how committed they are because I went to that City Council meeting (3/5) and there were more people pissed off about the sidewalk than the exchange.  Everyone that spoke for the program could have all drove in the same car because they just took their turn and stepped up and stepped up. Same ones that were here plus more but they were all ringers.

Mayor Webster:  I listened to the replay on Warner Cable and this Mrs. Bower made reference to the talking points.  I thought they only did that in Washington, where they have talking points before a meeting to make sure everybody was saying the same thing.

Mr. Garrison:  Right, they were very orchestrated.  

Mayor Webster:  We tried to do a great thing for the region and we’re dragging the reputation of the City through the gutter.  

Dr. Ketring:  What are you talking about?

Mayor Webster:  You have 17 elected officials from ten communities who sent a letter to the Hamilton County Commissioners and to the governor asking that legislation be changed so that this type of thing can not take place in their communities.  You think the Economic Directors of these communities who are competing with our guy for business aren’t throwing this up to remind potential businesses that Springdale has a needle exchange program?  You can be proud of it but we have to live with the reality of it.  Mayor Webster detailed information about communications with CMC, the property manager of three office complexes on Northland Boulevard near the Olde Gate Plaza, who also has properties in several other communities, including needle exchange-related pedestrian traffic at a CMC office complex
Dr. Ketring:  We lost the Prevention in the Infectious Disease Prevention Program.  We failed at keeping on top of this.  We should have been controlling this.  We should have had everything that was going to be presented, handed out, talked about, explained to us and brought to us for review.  I think we should have been more aware of what they were going to be presenting to the public.  There’s nothing on here (referring to a pamphlet that had been distributed by the needle exchange personnel) about Infectious Disease Control.  I would have been against handing this out.      
Mayor Webster:  None of us knew that.

Dr. Ketring:  That’s my point; we didn’t know it and we should have and we would have said, whoa, stop.  We were supposed to be informed of all literature presented and we were not made aware of it.

Mayor Webster:  Lynn, we haven’t heard from you.

Mrs. Jones:  I feel like everybody else.  It’s a great program however I can see your point, with financial implications; this is tarnishing our reputation.  It’s a shame, where do they put it?  Maybe on their University of Cincinnati campus or UC Hospital.  It’s everywhere, it’s been in the news; people are dying.
Health Commissioner:  Dr. Webb, what do you think about the program?

Dr. Webb:  I understand the Mayor’s point.  Addict makes me think of someone on skid row, homeless.  If that’s the type of people we’re bringing in here, I think that’s bad for the city.  Narcan is the excellent part; it saves people’s lives; they are referring people for treatment.  Hepatitis C is huge.  I can’t argue with the program.  I thought it showed Springdale has a heart but I fully understand how the neighbors feel.  My thought was it’s not a neutral location.  I agree with Kevin; we didn’t take enough control of it.  I don’t know whether I helped or not; I see both sides.  

The Board then came to a consensus that the Mayor should attempt to negotiate an exit with Dr. Feinberg and agreed on a leave by date.  The Mayor indicated that there may need to be a special Board of Health meeting held on March 27, 2014.    

New Business (Continued):
Jean Hicks:  The Public Health Nurse report is included in the packet but I want to point out that the Children’s Health Fair is May 9, 2014.
The next Healthy U Diabetes Workshop is scheduled April 10 – May 22, 2014.

Dr. Webb wrote a prescription to continue the Tb program.

Meeting adjourned 9:55 p.m.   The next regularly scheduled Board of Health Meeting is April 10th, 2014.
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