Springdale Board of Health Meeting

April 10, 2014
Mayor Webster called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
In Attendance were:  Mayor Webster, Mr. Garrison, Mrs. Hart, Mrs. Jones,

Mr. Kellner, Dr. Ketring, Mrs. Hicks, Mrs. Mitrione, Mr. Squires, Dr. Webb

Mrs. Jones made a motion to approve the Minutes from the March 13, 2014 Board of Health meeting.  Mr. Kellner seconded.  Minutes of March 13, 2014 were approved with a 3-0 vote (Hart, Jones, Kellner).
Mrs. Jones made a motion to approve the Minutes from the March 27, 2014 Special Board of Health meeting.  Mr. Kellner seconded.  Mrs. Hart clarified who was speaking in specified paragraphs.  In the future, additional notations and quotation marks will be added to help designate who is speaking.  Minutes of March 27, 2014 were approved as submitted with a 3-0 vote (Hart, Jones, Kellner). 
City Council Report

Mr. Squires:  Hopefully winter is over but it had its’ effect on us.  We got through with enough salt.  All of you are aware of what happened to our trucks.  We lost one completely, caught fire, and another one was so severely damaged it had to be replaced.  Then we got to the 2014 budget, we made room in there for one truck; of course now we have to have two.  Bids were opened on Friday, March 14, 2014 for truck cabs and chassis.  Freightliner of Cincinnati was the best bid at $75,156 per truck; for $150,312 for two of them.  Also in their bid they included an option for a 5-year extended warranty at an additional cost of $3,750.  That’s a total expenditure for those two trucks with extended warranties of
$154,062.  That’s two 2015 37,000 gross vehicle weight, single axis truck cab, and chassis.  Now when you get the cab and chassis, you’ve got to get the other package as well.  That other package would include the dump body, the snow plow, the spreader system so we had to have separate bids for that.  Henderson Truck Equipment was the best bidder at $51,218 per package for a total cost of $102,436.  So we now have two new trucks.

Mayor Webster:  As Jim indicated, we had money in the budget for one truck.  That’s not counting the one that caught on fire; that’s a separate issue.  We decided to replace the two trucks on a three-year full-payout lease so our payment this year is going to be less than what we had in the budget but we have to repeat that same payment for the next two years and they’ll be fully paid for.  The one that caught on fire was covered by insurance so we’re on the market right now for bids on that vehicle. 
Mr. Squires:  How many trucks do we have, six?

Mayor Webster:  No, we have more than that.  We try to have seven available for snow and we had a couple more in reserve; we’ve got nine or ten total trucks.
Mr. Squires:  It’s an aging fleet though.  

Mayor Webster:  When we lost the two for mechanical reasons then the one burned up, that put a real hurt on us at that point.  We ere to the point where we were going to loan Sharonville salt if they’d loan us a truck.  It’s didn’t come down to that but we had that deal in place. We were able to survive that last storm without doing that. But that was our fallback plan.
Mr. Squires:  If you drive up and down Glensprings, you will notice Ashmore Court and Woodvale Courts, considerable improvement there.  In addition to that, as a homeowner, they are responsible for that trapezoidal apron, for the upkeep and maintenance of that.  Between those two courts, there were 11 aprons that have to be replaced.  The city will send out notices to those residents that A. if they want to fix it themselves with their own contractor, or B. if they want the city to do that, we will do that with our contractor and bill them for that.  
Mr. Squires:  We also had an ordinance amending the city zoning code to permit temporary special event banners.  Normally we give a one-year extension on that but with the economy the way it is, we voted to extend another year for those as well.  Those items were the highlight of the last Council meeting.
Unfinished Business

Mayor Webster:  The Health Commissioner took the liberty of putting the Infectious Disease Prevention Mobile Unit on the agenda.

Mrs. Mitrione:  I included article that was in the Springdale Press on March 31st;  it talked about that they were exiting Springdale and I in fact went over there the following Thursday to make sure that they were not there and they were not.  

Mayor Webster:  I checked tonight on the way here.  
Mrs. Mitrione:  Just a couple of other things related to that – I wanted to share; there was an overdose prevention drug bill that was passed on February 20th; it was House Bill 170.  It’s a legislation that authorizes doctors and other healthcare professionals to prescribe the drug Naloxone to a friend, family member or other individual in a position to provide assistance.  I think that’s going to make that drug a little bit more readily available.  

Mayor Webster:  Did that pass the Senate also?

Mrs. Mitrione:  It said it did pass so I think it just needs Kasich’s signature.  

Mrs. Hicks:  It was signed March 11th.  I checked on that after the last meeting when Dr. Ketring told me it had been passed.  Now Narcan is available.  
Mrs. Mitrione:  I’m not sure where to get it; is that something a physician can prescribe?

Mayor Webster:  Even prior to that, our EMS people carried that with them, so that doesn’t change. 

Mrs. Hicks:  What it does is allows family members and friends to have the Narcan available.  
Dr. Ketring:  They probably charge an arm and a leg.

Mrs. Hart:  I’ve never seen it; I just wonder about the cost.

Mayor Webster:  What kind of cost, Scott?

Mr. Garrison:  I don’t know; I’ve never seen it.

Dr. Ketring:  I used to buy it in a multiple dose vial.  
Mr. Squires:  You used that in your practice?

Dr. Ketring:  If we were to anesthetize them with a narcotic, we could reverse them, yes.

Mrs. Hicks:  It’s a drug that’s used in recovery rooms to help people come out of the anesthesia.

Mrs. Mitrione:  We’ll keep an eye on that and report back on how that rolls out.  The other item I wanted to report on was we had a death of a 35-year old white male from a believed overdose.  

Mayor Webster:  I understand they found him sitting as his computer.  Did he have a needle in his arm?  

Mrs. Mitrione:  It doesn’t say that but it does say that syringes and other drug paraphernalia and medication were taken as evidence by the coroner.  The Police Chief said that they don’t see that many overdoses here in Springdale as our EMS are often in time to administer the Naloxone.  I coordinated a meeting in Butler County on Tuesday , 4/15/14 with Health Commissioners there – Hamilton City, Butler County Health Department, and Middletown City, Dr. Feinberg, Ann Barnum of Interact for Health to see if we can get some interest in that area.  And also John Bohley, who’s the Executive Director of the Butler County Board of Alcohol and Drugs because his group made that $15,000 donation to Interact for Health to support that program.  I facilitated it since I have good working relationships with my colleagues there, and I reside in Butler County.  I’ll let you know if anything comes of that.  There was an article today in the Press; I believe it was a repeat of an earlier one.
Mayor Webster:  Any other comments?

Dr. Ketring:  May I ask what we did with the minutes; were they approved?

Mayor Webster:  Yes.  Did you have any problems with them?

Dr. Ketring:  Yes.  I was late but there’s a discrepancy; I think it was significant.

Mr. Squires:  Which one, the 27th or the 13th?  

Dr. Ketring:  The 13th.  In that, in the unedited version that was made available to us, it said the Board then came to consensus that the Mayor was to attempt to negotiate an exit with Dr. Feinberg and agree on a leave-by date of the end of April versus March the 27th and that wasn’t so important because of how the conversation went during the City Council meeting, that there were statements made that the Board had decided what we were going to do.  And the Board really didn’t decide what we were going to do.  The leave date was actually going to be after this date.  
Mayor Webster:  When was that ever said, that the exit date be after this date?

Dr. Ketring:  In my opinion, it was said.  I guess that’s all I want to say.

Mrs. Hart:  I was under the impression (indistinguishable, microphone not picking up enough) .. the minutes; they’re very lengthy, very detailed, hard to keep up with everything but then we’ve already passed it now.

Dr. Ketring:  You have?  That’s fine.  It doesn’t make any difference.

Mayor Webster:  Because to my knowledge, there was never any April 10th date.
Dr. Ketring:  You might want to listen to that meeting again.  I think it could have influenced a lot of people that were there.  They were thinking, if you listen to that meeting, that that was a done deal, with the Board and the Board had never formally voted on that; that’s why we had our Special meeting.  

Mayor Webster:  We made it very clear in that meeting that you guys had the final decision.

Dr. Ketring:  You did.  

Mayor Webster:   .... made a recommendation then you could have …


The board could have and said we want to give them until the 10th or we want to give them forever …

Dr. Ketring:  It was strongly implied that the reality of it is the Board of Health had already made this decision and I can pretty much quote that.  Again, it’s not a factor now; it’s a done deal.  But I would have brought that up.

New Business

Mrs. Mitrione:  One of the things we do annually is the 6 Star Honor Award.  They have to apply for it and then we check their records.  Here’s a copy of the certificate (passes it around).  This year I plan on delivering in the clear folder because a lot of them already have frames because I passed them out in frames the last many years, so hopefully they can reuse their frames to put up their new certificate.  I am happy to say they all do display them proudly. They do get free advertising; they get named in the newsletter. Hopefully the Community Press will do an article and mention them and also they’ll be on our website.  Hamilton County did a similar program; they named it the Clean Kitchen award.  Their winners seemed to be lot of nursing homes so maybe it’s not that unusual but Manor House and Maple Knoll Village is on our list several times.  The criteria that are used are listed on the bottom (handout in packet).  It comes down to they’ve completed some food safety training, no smoking violations; they don’t have any follow-up inspections and no more than two critical violations.  The critical violations are things that can be corrected at the time of inspection so they may not have difficult corrective actions.  If they can correct it before inspector leaves, then they don’t need a re-inspection.  But if it’s a more serious, more detailed, critical violation and the inspector has to come back to check on it, then that will put them out of the running.
Mrs. Hart:  Think of the person that won it more than one year in a row that you could walk into a place and see five or six because they want to say that they’ve done this year after year.  I don’t really see them taking it down. 

Mrs. Mitrione:  That’s a thought.  I guess I was thinking I saw Maple Knoll Manor House do that last year so it dawned on me then maybe they’re just popping out the old and putting in the new.  I’ll have some frames available.

Dr. Ketring:  How long have we been doing this?

Mrs. Mitrione:   This is the fifth or sixth year.  I think we started it in ’06 or ’07. I can find out exactly.  What are you thinking?
Dr. Ketring:  I’m thinking you might give them a certificate that says specifies the number of years.  The problem could be having the room for all these certificates.  Is there some kind of title you can put on there, maybe Commissioner’s Award for five years, Mayor’s Award for ten years?
Mrs. Mitrione:  I actually put their name on the certificate.  The certificate comes out as is then I print the name on there.
Mayor Webster:  It says Springdale 6 Star Honor Award.  Couldn’t we maybe put another line on there, “for the fifth year”?

Mrs. Mitrione:  That’s a good idea.

Dr. Ketring:  There’s not that many of them.

Mrs. Hart:  I think they’d like to brag a little bit about what they’ve done.  

Mayor Webster:  Yes, I see them displayed down there so I think they are very proud of this.

Mrs. Mitrione:  There was only one that applied that didn’t get it.  

Health Commissioner’s Report

Mrs. Mitrione:  There are just a few items I placed in your packet.  The 2014 Interim Plan for Vector-borne and Zoonotic Disease Surveillance.  The ODH didn’t have funding to do some of the follow-up testing for mosquitoes so they dimmed their program down but some of the agencies listed on the handout are still conducting some surveillance and then it maps out the guidelines of the information that’s available.  On Page 2, they’re still continuing to accept brain tissue for rabies testing, which may be something we do if there’s no way to verify that an animal has been vaccinated and it’s involved in a bite or scratch.  As when on occasion an animal head or a bat gets sent to the state to be tested for Rabies.  Several local Health Departments are still collecting and testing mosquitoes and are acting as sentinels to see what areas are being affected by West Nile. Handout also covers ticks, and encephalitis.  
Mrs. Mitrione:  We finished our Servsafe two-day class.  There were 13 participants plus proctored an additional exam.  Sometimes people will take the training on-line but then they do have to go someplace and get the exam proctored. We have the ability to proctor the exam because once they finish the coursework, they will sit down and take a scantron exam and then all those exams and the actual booklets that they were working out of get shipped back to the National Restaurant Association for grading and then they send us back the grades.  NRA is picky about how they want their question books and exams handled.  You actually have to be an approved proctor because they only want it handled a certain way.  Everybody passed the exam; the average passing score was 85.7%.  There were five local restaurants represented: Wendy’s, Dave & Busters, Maple Knoll, Wok Express, and O’Cha’s. So that’s always good when we have local folks taking the exam, getting accredited.

Mrs. Mitrione:  The next date the Mobile Mammography van will be here is October 21st, from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  I scheduled this on a day that is the luncheon for the seniors at the Community Center. They typically are finished by 1 p.m. so if any of those ladies are interested then they can just walk out and get a mammogram.  They only had six participants on March 18th.  Five were normal and one needed some additional views.  They contact the women if they need any type of follow up.  They typically prefer to have at least 15 participants and we’ve had as many as in the 20’s before.  It just varies so I’m hoping by changing the date we’ll have more attendees.
Mrs. Mitrione:  There are some complaints that are interesting – a lot of The Willows; I think their property is getting older and there’s a lot of animal issues there – squirrels and mice and plumbing issues because it’s all kind of stacked and there’s two or three levels there so I think that’s an ongoing issue there.   We did have a couple complaints about the CMC property, over there at 270.  We got a complaint about an odor of urine, coming from their trash cans and then we got a complaint about an auto body shop that opened illegally in one of their properties across the street.  They were painting cars and didn’t have the proper hood and ventilation system. I think they were going to be evicted.  

Mrs. Hart:  I was surprised to read about the one on Lawnview, the apartment building with the cigarette smoke coming through the vent and they said there’s nothing they can do to block it. I have a friend that lives over there and she complains about it all the time. 

Mrs. Mitrione:  I know cigarette smoke really does permeate everywhere.  Even if it’s in an apartment, it will permeate out to the hallways.  I don’t know what she’ll end up doing about that.  I recommended she put it in writing to her landlord, work though the landlord-tenant laws and rules where you ask your landlord to make reasonable corrections in a reasonable amount of time and then you send the letter certified and if they haven’t corrected it then you have to follow up with the escrow.  Most people want the issue resolved but sometimes they don’t want to do their part.  They want somebody to come in and say “stop smoking”.  It’s really more of an internal issue so I did provide the information about the landlord-tenant.  She seemed like a good candidate for her own little house because she had three children and a dog and they’re living there in an apartment and was paying a rent that seemed like she could’ve probably had a small house.  I checked with the Building Department, Brian, one of the Building Inspectors, to see if he was aware of any houses available for rent.  There weren’t any in the immediate area because her children went to Springdale Elementary.  
Mrs. Hart:  I see that bakery opened?
Mayor Webster:  Aunt Millie’s?

Mrs. Mitrione:  Yes, Aunt Millie’s opened and Entenmann’s closed.  It kind of happened simultaneously.  It’s amazing how much less expensive you can get bread in there than in the grocery store.

Mr. Squires:  Is this where Entenmann’s used to be?

Mrs. Mitrione:  No, Entenmann’s is closed and empty; this is over in the new Springdale Town Centre, right next to Subway and they sell a lot more than just bread, snacks, and pies.

Mrs. Hart:  They have coupons out for a free loaf of bread.

Mayor Webster:  Did Entenmann’s leave town altogether?  They used to be over at Kemper and Northland.

Mrs. Jones:  I didn’t think that was a good location for a bread shop; it’s hard to get in there.   

Mrs. Hart:  And Sweeney is moving into Delhi?  
Mayor Webster:  Yes.  They purchased that property and it was rezoned.

Mrs. Hart:  That’s really good news. 

Mayor Webster:  I think it’s a natural.  We assumed that would happen when Delhi moved out.  

Mrs. Hart:  Then the Tri-County mall is working on something?
Mayor Webster:  They’re working on plans to possible build a hotel; supposedly they’re planning a couple large restaurants and creating some more entryways into the mall to try to open it up a little bit.  The Planning Commission has them on the agenda for next month.  We should know more then. 
Public Health Nurse’s Report

Mrs. Hicks:  I’d like to start with Communicable diseases since I’ve had a lot of questions about Hepatitis C in the past few months.  I figured I’d give all of you the information from the CDC.  In your packet is the actual information and on my nurse’s report are some of the highlights, the things that would be nice for everybody to be aware of.  We will see more cases of Hep C being reported because doctors are being urged by CDC to test people that grew up as baby boomers, those born between 1945 and 1965.  They think there are a lot of people who don’t know they have Hep C.  Treatment was not as available but there are some new drugs coming out on the market that will be able to cure people of Hep C.  Perhaps this is also being encouraged by some of the people who might want those people on those drugs.
Mr. Garrison:  If you’ve got a drug, you have to make a demand for it.

Mrs. Hicks:  So we will see numbers of Hep C climb because of that.  In the packet on the last page is the recommended testing for Hep C.  They took a complicated logarithm and tried to make it simpler (see handout).  
Mrs. Hicks:  If one of our policemen or firemen gets stuck, the protocol would be for them to go to a lab and have their Hep B, Hep C, and HIV status assessed and then they would come back again six months later for at least Hep C.  We have a protocol written up as of two years ago that I’m in the process of  updating.  How long does Hep C virus survive outside the body?  Hep C can survive at room temperature on environmental surfaces for 16 hours up to 4 days and that explains why with the needle exchange program, they needed to hand out the drug equipment.  If they were truly trying to prevent a person from getting Hep C, they have to hand out clean needles and drug paraphernalia. 
Mrs. Hart:  The spoons that they were passing out exposed them?

Mrs. Mitrione:  They were not really spoons; they were like little metal containers that look like the bottom of a little candle that could be heated.

Mrs. Hicks:  So the person who’s using drugs continues to use their old stuff, and there was Hep C on it, and it was within this time period then, they could get Hep C from their drug equipment.  How is it transmitted?  Through blood, injection drug use is currently the most common means of transmission in the United States, people who received blood before 1992, needle stick injuries to healthcare settings, birth to an infected mother, sex, sharing personal items contaminated with infectious blood like razors, toothbrushes, not very effective but possible, and then some healthcare procedures, if mistakes are made.  What’s the prevalence of Hep C among drug injection users?  By survey of IV drug users, about 1/3 of the young people, ages 18-30, are infected with Hep C.  The older and former IV users typically have a higher percentage, 70-90%.  The explanation for that could be that they used the drugs longer and maybe shared needles more often.  Persons newly infected with Hep C usually don’t know they have it.  It’s rarely identified as acute, almost always as chronic infections.  You can tell who should be tested by looking at the above risk factors.  The good news is that there are now medications that can help people.  Currently they’re using two medications, one is a medication that the person has to inject so they would have to be taught how to use those needles.  The rest of the information I gave to you, I marked items that people have asked about: I didn’t want you to have to read every detail of the information I obtained from CDC.  Any questions?

Dr. Ketring:  What disinfectants are effective against Hep C?
Mrs. Hart:  An effective disinfectant would be a dilution of bleach.
Dr. Ketring:  I figured it would be.

Mrs. Hart:  It doesn’t keep once you mix it up; you have to use it fresh because it deteriorates after a period of time.  

Mrs. Mitrione:  Why do you think there isn’t a vaccine for Hep C like there is for Hep A and Hep B?  
Mrs. Hicks:  It hasn’t been created yet.  There are a lot of different  types of Hep C.  I was surprised to find that out too.  A person can have one type of Hep C, get cured of that, then get another type of Hep C.
Mrs. Hart:  They used to say the virus kept changing.

Mrs. Mitrione:  If you have Hep C and you get cured of it, does that mean you wouldn’t get it again? 

Mrs. Hicks:  Not necessarily.  A certain percentage, 15-25% I believe, can clear the virus from their bodies without treatment and then not develop chronic disease.  You can spontaneously clear the Hep C infection.

Mrs. Mitrione:  So it might be one of those positives that end up showing that you don’t have it, like you have the antibody but you wouldn’t actually have the virus.  Is this something that the check for in a physical do you think?  Is that typical?

Mrs. Hicks:  It is not a typical thing but now CDC is encouraging doctors to check, especially baby boomers.    

Mayor Webster:  You check that with a blood test?

Mrs. Jones (?):  So if you’re going to have your blood drawn for a series of tests, you might as well be tested for it.  

Mrs. Hicks:  This was your "Educational Minute".  It’s good we have a better understanding of it, for all of us.
Mrs. Hicks:  I started the Healthy You diabetes workshop today; I had a very interested crowd, a little on the small side; a couple of people couldn’t make it today for various reasons.

Mayor Webster:  How many people did you get signed up?

Mrs. Hicks:  Nine.  

Mrs. Hart:  My husband didn’t show up and I was not pleased. I let him know that.

Mayor Webster:  He’ll be there next week.

Mrs. Hart:  He was just diagnosed in January.  

Mrs. Hicks:  The Children’s Health Fair is on Friday, May 9th, at the Springdale Community Center – put it on your calendar.  The first group of third graders will arrive at 0815 in the morning and they’re out of the building and gone by 1:30 or 2:00 p.m.  

Mrs. Mitrione:  We do need some volunteers, don’t we?
Mrs. Hicks:  We do need some volunteers.  It’s always a fun time.  We’re going to be offering extra Immunization clinics in May and again in August.  It will be on the second Wednesdays in the afternoon so we can accommodate some of the people who need to pick their kids up from school and not get the kids out of school.  The aim will be to get the kids their TDap and the kindergartners their immunizations. 

Mrs. Hart:  So you have the dates and times of those already?

Mrs. Hicks:  It would be the second Wednesday in the afternoon in addition to the first and third Wednesdays in the morning, in May and August.  Right now, Ohio Department of Health is still letting us give vaccines without kicking everybody out if you have health insurance.  That will end in June.  We’ve always advertised ours as for children without insurance or with Medicaid and we have plenty so we’re still asking for appointments; have them call.

Mrs. Hart:  In June, the change is about the insurance?
Mrs. Hicks:  There are still a few people that come to us that do have insurance and technically I can still give them vaccines until June, then after June, I have to say to them you have to go back to whoever.  

Mayor Webster:  You know next month’s our last meeting until September.  If you can get the details of the August clinic to Rita.

Mrs. Hicks:  Yes, we will get that out to the schools.

Mayor Webster:  We take the summer off, June, July, and August.
Mrs. Hicks:  One last thing, I’m still attending the Hispanic Coalition meetings and very much a part of that.  They are in the process of planning the Latino Expo that will be next September or October, dates are being looked at right now and the Vineyard Church is still going to let us do it there.  The Health Department’s part, if I can get vaccines from the state for flu shots, then I will offer flu shots.  The Hispanic Coalition is growing; there are people coming from different places to join, which is good.  The whole concept is spreading.  
Dr. Webb:  Did you ever get to, you were going to do some kind of billing thing with Sharonville to get paid for some of your flu vaccines. Did that come about?  

Mrs. Hicks:  For the flu vaccines, we had Sharonville bring their flu vaccines for seniors because we’re not allowed to use any of the Ohio Department of Health vaccines for Medicare age people unless we can bill the Medicare.  We can’t.  We have to buy vaccine, then bill for Medicare.  
Dr. Webb:  There was a problem being able to bill them at one point, wasn’t there?

Mrs. Mitrione:  We don’t bill; we don’t have that capacity.  There’s a service called VaxCare who Sharonville used.  But they have a minimum number of flu shots that you have to give to people with insurance for them to come to your location and I think the minimum was 200.  We give that many shots but a lot of them are free so we partnered with Sharonville.  They came and used VaxCare here and were able to bill our folks.   

Mrs. Hicks:  We looked into having VaxCare help us bill for the children’s vaccines at one point but we had to be giving a lot more vaccines to children with insurance.  The majority of the children that come to our  clinics have no insurance.  They’re not even on Medicaid.  So we couldn’t do it; they would not accept us because we didn’t have enough.  Off the top of my head, I think we had to be giving about 50 per month to people that have insurance and we didn’t.

Mrs. Mitrione:  If you didn’t meet it, you had to pay them back.  There are a lot of different systems out there and we’re still going to be looking at that because I do believe more children will be insured as time moves forward but there will always be some that are uninsured because they’ll be in a gray area.  Do you have any good billing systems to recommend?  There are a lot of variations out there.

Mrs. Hart:  I think you’re the last clinic that isn’t charging.

Mayor Webster:  What question did we have for Dr. Webb?

Mrs. Hicks:  Why is CDC encouraging doctors to test baby boomers for Hep C? 
Dr. Webb:  Sure, it’s because of our wild past in the 1960’s and 70’s.  Drugs, free love.  Hep C is technically a sexually transmitted disease in a sense.  It’s basically what you pick up in the last 60’s through the late 70’s.  It can be a fatal illness.  There’s no vaccine but it can be treated with Interferon.  It can simmer for years then all the sudden make their liver fail.
Mrs. Hicks:  There are some new oral drugs coming out too that I’ve been getting information about.  

Dr. Webb:  I don’t know much about them.

Mayor Webster: Is that something your patients get tested for during annual blood tests?
Dr. Webb: Typically not.  I’m a baby boomer and I’ve not tested myself for Hep C.

Mrs. Hart:  Are you prescribing Narcan?  Do you have people coming in asking for that?

Dr. Webb:  No, no one.
Dr. Ketring:  You can dispense that now.

Dr. Webb:  Correct.  I’ve never done it; it has not occurred.  When I worked ICU, ER, first thing you do when someone comes in comatose – check the blood sugar and give them Narcan; that was kind of the two standard things to do.

Mrs. Hart:  I’m glad you’re going to do that clinic.  This is the end of the school year and all these little sixth graders I have are going to be seventh graders next year and our big job now is making sure that they will get that TDap if they haven’t had it.  So it’s good to know there are a lot of places to go.  
Dr.  Webb:  Springdale adults, do you give TDap  to them?  

Mrs. Hicks:  Yes, if they qualify by being around small children.  I have given some doses left but that program also getting phased out.  Adults any age.
Dr. Webb:  One of the recommendations is Tdap for anyone who’s going to have grandchildren.  For example, some nurseries will keep grandparents, great-grandparents out of the nursery if they can’t prove you had TDap but it’s a verbal type thing.  When I order it for someone in Epic, particularly Medicare, Medicare recommends it and you order it, it says but we may not pay for it, a type of disclaimer.  It’s kind of like getting a mammogram or Pap smear every year.  They’d pay for a mammogram every two years and you want a mammogram on an interval year, you’ll get a disclaimer that says they may not pay for it.  So TDap, Shingles, mammograms, pap smears; it highlights in Epic when your insurance matches with what you put in it.  Particularly the ones over 65, because they’re the ones that don’t pay for it but you want to keep them up to date.
Mrs. Hicks:  I believe that when I run out of the doses I have that I won’t be able to order more although I can find out.
Mrs. Hart:  Do they pay for shingles?

Dr. Webb:  No.  Well you don’t know exactly; the disclaimer is “discuss with your patient that this may not be a covered benefit”.  

Mr. Garrison:  We carry it now.  We have a freezer now; just got it in the past week.  I’ve given about probably five this week.

Dr. Webb:  $250, something like that?

Mr. Garrison:  The highest co-pay I’ve seen is $95, going through insurance.  Some of them are even free.  
Dr. Webb: But are there any that don’t pay?
Mr. Garrison:  Yes.

Dr. Webb:  And those are the patients you want to, well even $95.   But $250 is.  I clearly state that I recommend it, it’s a good deal, it’s a one-time deal so amortize it over the next 30 years of your life; it costs you $6 per year.   

Mrs. Hicks:  Scott, are you giving TDap to adults?  
Mr. Garrison:  I haven’t yet.  We have it; it hasn’t come up. 
Mayor Webster: We got it a few years ago at Walmart. I think we had to pay $85 each.  .  

Mr. Garrison:  For the Shingles?  Did it cover it all? 

Mayor Webster:  No, all except $85. 

Dr. Webb:  Once you reconstitute it, you have about twenty minutes. So I got my shingles when a patient changed their mind and the nurse said I’ve got about ten minutes left on this, have you had one?  She said here and that’s how I got it.  Better than throwing away a $250 shot.  

Mr. Squires:  Hey Doc I didn’t see your name in the paper as one of those physicians who’s receiving all that money from Medicare.

Dr. Webb:  Were their names in the paper?

Mr. Squires:  Yes, they received over $10 million dollars a piece.  Most of them were cardiologists and ophthalmologists I think.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15; next meeting will be May 8, 2004.

