Springdale Board of Health Meeting

September 11, 2014
Mayor Webster called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

In Attendance were:  Mayor Webster, Mr. Garrison, Mrs. Hart, Mrs. Hicks, Mrs. Jones,

Mr. Kellner, Dr. Ketring, Mrs. Mitrione, Mr. Squires, and Dr. Webb.
Dr. Ketring made a motion to approve the Minutes from the May 8, 2014 Board of Health meeting.  Mrs. Hart and Mrs. Jones seconded.  Minutes of May 8, 2014 were approved unanimously.  
City Council Report

Mr. Squires provided an update on City projects including the progress of the West Kemper Road Improvement project and City Council's activities including legislation to authorize the City Administrator to enter into Agreements for the City's Natural Gas and Electric Aggregates as well as go after additional road improvement funds.    

Discussion

In relation to the road improvement projects, Mayor Webster mentioned that five-year and annual budgeting process is currently underway.  The Mayor stated that Routes 4 and 747, Sharon Road and Northland Boulevard are in good shape but the City is behind the 8-ball on residential streets.
Dr. Ketring:  How do residential streets get on the list?

The Mayor and Mr. Squires discussed that the streets are prioritized after Public Works and the City Engineer physically assess the streets.  The budget process needs to be completed to see what work can be done.    
Dr. Ketring:  Vista Glen needs to be on the list.  The Neighborhood Association has been having communications with the city about some issues over there.  Some sewer basins are collapsing and we have erosion underneath of the asphalt of the road itself.  

The Mayor was aware of some of the issues but thought it was the Homeowner's Association's (HOA) responsibility. 

Dr. Ketring clarified that the issues were involving the public streets, not property under the HOA's realm.  Dr. Ketring thought the HOA was continuing to meet with Public Works on the basin and street issues and stated that he would check on that.  

The Mayor mentioned that he had received a letter from this HOA concerning the Building Department code violation letters received by residents concerning their house numbers.  Some of the houses were built under the Hamilton County Building Code and the rest were built under the Springdale Building Code.  The ones built under the Springdale Building Code have house numbers because that is part of the requirement.  Hamilton County did not require that so about 35 of the approximately 98 homes do not have house numbers, hence the letters from the Building Department.  
The code requirement was explained and discussed by all.  The requirement is primarily for residents' safety - Emergency Services needs to be able to easily visualize addresses.  Currently house numbers are situated in a variety of manners - mailbox, poles, houses, or not at all; that is why the code is clear that you must have house numbers on the house, legible from the street.  
Unfinished Business



-
None
New Business

The Health Commissioner reviewed the 2015 Proposed Food Service License Fees (handout).  It was clarified that the proposed Plan Review Fee is the same as the current Plan Review fee $50.  The request for proposed fees from neighboring entities had not all been responded to by all but have HCPH and Sharonville City. The proposed fees were discussed in detail by all and are based off of the Cost Methodology (i.e. hours typically spent on each particular type of food establishment).  Comparisons were made between Springdale and other communities (Hamilton County, Sharonville) as well as between Springdale FY2014 and Springdale FY2015.  The Temporary Food Operations in particular were discussed and the Health Commissioner stated that for nonprofits, fees are often waived.  Dr. Ketring asked what the total of the fees that are brought in each year and was wondering what percentage each category of food establishments is.  Dr. Ketring wants to know how much % of revenue each class food establishment would generate.  Mrs. Mitrione will have the information available for the next meeting.      
There was discussion by all that if Sharonville closes their Health Department, Hamilton County will be responsible for servicing Sharonville but that the level of service will not be the equivalent in many areas:  Immunization Clinics, inspections of food establishments, pools, and schools, and particularly responses to Public Health complaints.  The Mayor discussed the relationship between the school and the City of Sharonville.  Mrs. Hart indicated there is a clinic at the high school but that will only serve a portion of their population and they are considering operate out of Heritage Hill.  One of the challenges with using these clinics is the registration process, especially with the large Hispanic population.  Mrs. Hart also pointed out that they would not be operating in the summer. Mrs. Mitrione attended the school-based clinic meeting on September 10th.  Mrs. Mitrione stated that The Healthcare Connection manages the clinic. Mrs. Mitrione reported that the clinic is not open yet; it is going to remain in the old Educational Building.  Hamilton County has closed all locations but two, one at their main office, which is the City of Cincinnati on William Howard Taft Road and the other in Colerain, however that one is only open three hours per month.  There was additional discussion of people getting sent downtown in order to get their child's shots for school.  The Mayor remembered a few years ago when there was a budget crunch and that they looked at closing the Springdale Health Department but the Mayor fought to keep it, stating there are a lot of other areas where the budget could be streamlined before the Health Department would go away. 

Dr. Ketring asked what did Sharonville plan to do with the money they would be saving and the Mayor thought that they might be interested in adding police officers.  Mrs. Hicks stated she didn't feel like citizens realize what they will be missing.  A lot of what the Health Department does is not out in the public; it is not advertised what they do.  Dr. Ketring said that's why the Board of Health (BOH) has always promoted the newsletter and the Health Department being in it and anything you can do to increase the visibility of the Health Department.  There was additional conversation about how the potential loss of the Sharonville Health Department would affect the annual Children's Health Fair that the Cities of Springdale and Sharonville collaborate on for about 500 participants.      
BOH Resolution R1-2014
Amending Board of Health Resolution R1-2003 Authorizing the City of Springdale Health Commissioner and any Board Sanitarian to take any action that the Springdale Board of Health itself may take under Ohio Revised Code 3717.29 as to the suspension or revocation of Retail Food Establishment Licenses and Under Ohio Revised Code 3717.49 as the to Suspension or Revocation of a Food Service Operation License

Mrs. Mitrione:   We had an Ohio Department of Agriculture survey this summer with Bailey Britton.  The Health Commissioner and Ms. Britton went to the Farmer’s Market and did an educational tour, stopping at each both, providing information, what they needed to do, labeling information, etc.   Ms. Britton is the one who suggested Resolution R1-2003 be amended to give the Health Commissioner authority to revoke licenses.  The Resolution was tabled to the next meeting so everyone has adequate time to review.  Dr. Ketring asked that Chapter 3717 be emailed to the Board.  

Health Commissioner’s Report

The Action Plan and the transmittal letter (February 2014) responding to the 2013 ODA RFE Program Survey (conducted in December 2013) was included in the BOH packet as well as the subsequent ODA letter (May 2014) announcing that Springdale's Health Department's Retail Food Establishment Licensing and Inspection program classified as "Approved".  
Governor Kasich has appointed a new Ohio Department of Health Director-Rick Hodges.  
The first human case of West Nile Virus in 2014 in Ohio was reported in August.

The Health Commissioner noted several upcoming events:

ComeUnity Bash (flyer included) - September 13, 2014
SOS walk a thon (flyer included) - September 27, 2014
Spanish ServSafe training class at Dos Amigos - September 30, 2014

ServSafe Manager Training - October 13 and14, 2014

Health Fair (flyer included) - October 21, 2014
Mrs. Mitrione also mentioned the City's new website:  www.springdale.org  
Mrs. Mitrione stated she would bring a camera next time to get a picture of the Board of Health for the website.  There's a Contact Us feature on there that has been used.  
Mrs. Mitrione reported that the Health Department is utilizing the new state-wide inspection software program provided by HealthSpace, paid for by the Ohio Department of Health.  Laptops are taken out in the field and reports can be provided to the food establishments on the spot and or emailed to operation. Mrs. Mitrione mentioned the intent to have inspections available online in the future.  The food licensing cycle coming up will be using HealthSpace for the first time.  The Health Department is continuing to also use HDIS (Health Department Information System) for the nursing portion of the department's mission.  A new computer had to be obtained for the sanitarian because tablet was not compatible with new system.  
Food Service update: Blue Ash Chili has opened and is doing very well.  Wendy's has undergone interior and exterior renovations.  Happy's Pizza is working to pass electrical inspection so they can finally open; initially, electrical work was completed then drywalled over without being inspected.  Happy's has passed Health Department inspection but needs to finalize the Building Department's requirements including the electrical inspection.  What is holding up Tortelleria Garcia is their tortilla machine does not have the appropriate approval; they are working on getting that approved.  Mrs. Hart asked about the grocery store on Northland Boulevard.  It was already a market but has recently changed hands to an experienced business family.  They recently had a grand opening.  Hooter's is planning to do a makeover including new flooring and equipment.  Chicken Max is going into the mall where Chik-Fil-A used to be.  The Chik-Fil-A across the street continues to do very well.  Hickory Farms will be coming back to the mall in November.  Panda Wok (behind IHOP) is another situation where the plan was not followed; they continue to work with the Building Department to come into compliance.  KFC has been demolished.  Princeton Bowl and closed suddenly; no one was sure why.  O'Cha's has also closed; there was speculation that the close proximity of the other Thai restaurant was probably the cause. 
Mrs. Mitrione stated she was in the process of completing the 2014 Healthy Community application; if approved, this will be our fifth year for the award.  Mrs. Mitrione is also working on the five-year budget which is due on September 15th, then the annual budget in due in mid-October.  Dr. Ketring asked if the Board looks at the budget before it is submitted.  It was agreed that they would both be reviewed at the next meeting, but the five-year plan would be post submission.

Mrs. Mitrione briefly mentioned the complaints; a copy of each was in the BOH packet for review.  Mrs. Hart asked if there is anything that can be done concerning the constant complaints at the Willows and pointed out that those are only the reported complaints.  Dr. Ketring asked if we only inspect when we get complaints.  The Health Department only inspects when complaints are received.  Additional staff would be needed to inspect more often.  The same is true with the Building Department - the Rental Program is capped at four-family rentals.  The Mayor mentioned that if the Police Department had resources dedicated to the apartments, that would probably also add two staff.  Dr. Ketring asked if dedicating resources now would lead to some changes down the road in which the expenditure now would result in savings later.  Mrs. Mitrione explained how when a Sanitarian is investigating a complaint at an apartment, it often adds inspection of surrounding units in addition to the unit where the complaint originated.  Mrs. Hart brought up the cleanliness issues that have been brought up in the past (e.g., did the resident bring the bedbugs/roaches with them?)  The residents need to have some responsibility as well.  The demographics of the apartments were discussed; there is a very diverse population.  It seems as though Section 8 Housing should conducting inspections as well.  Mrs. Hart asked what the police are responding to at the apartments. The Mayor replied it was a variety of issues; for example, stolen property, hold-ups, beatings, and domestic violence.  Mrs. Hart asked if any of the police officers speak Spanish; the Mayor responded that there are several who speak Spanish.  Dr. Ketring asked if an assessment can be done to enumerate the allocation of the city's resources related to the issues at the apartments.  Once the impact is quantified, perhaps it will be more likely resources are dedicated to addressing the problem - "Are we going to actively do nothing or do something?"  Dr. Ketring thinks this stimulus will bring the issue to the forefront for those who may not be fully aware of the situation and consequent drain on the City's resources. The Mayor suggested the Housing Board get involved with this issue, rather than focusing on driveways and aprons.  Dr. Ketring suggested the Department Heads make a presentation to the Board about what's going on at the apartments.  The Mayor said he would discuss this with the City Administrator but now is not a great time because of the budget planning underway.                  
Public Health Nurse’s Report

CHILDREN’S HEALTH FAIR – Through the cooperation of the Springdale and Sharonville Health and Recreation Departments, it was held on May 9, 2014 and was once again a huge success.  More than 500 third graders along with approximately 100 teachers and chaperones attended. The 86 evaluations that were returned were very positive. One quote sums it up “This health fair is a great “hands-on” way to show children about health and safety and nutrition.” 

IMMUNIZATION CLINICS – We had extra immunization clinics on May 14, August 13, August 15th and September 3rd in the afternoon.  The majority of children coming to our clinics do not have health insurance.

ANNUAL HEALTH FAIR – is scheduled for Tuesday, October 21st from 12:30 – 2:30.  We are offering flu shots, blood pressure screening, and glucose screening.  New this year will be the Mammogram Van for women and the PSA blood test for men. To register for appointments for any of these, call 346-5725, except for the Mammogram, call 686-3300.  (Flyer in packet.)  
EXPO LATINO 2014 – will be held at the Vineyard Church Springdale on Sunday, September 21 from 1 – 5 PM.  Mrs. Hicks coordinated the Health Fair part of the Expo. Health services offered included flu shots, diabetes screening, blood pressures, audiology screening, cholesterol screening, health information including signing up for health care coverage, preventing STDs, and importance of pre-natal care. (Flyer in packet.)  
HEALTHY U DIABETES SELF MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - will again be offered this fall. The Council on Aging (COA) article is in your packet and verifies our collaboration with COA.  Mrs. Hicks is one of the facilitators and is quoted on their web page.

The start date of the Healthy U Diabetes Workshop has changed to October 9th instead of September 25th due to the following topic.

DIABETES PREVENTION: A HOMERUN FOR GOOD HEALTH – will be held on October 2, Thursday, at the Sharonville Convention Center from 11- 3 pm.  The Keynote speaker will be Lou Brock, a Baseball Hall of Famer, who will speak about his experience dealing with diabetes.  The copy of the article in the packet was published in the Cincinnati Herald in the September 6 – 12 issue. There will be weekly ads and then on September 27, a special section of the paper will be devoted to this event.  On the back of that is the article that will be in that Cincinnati Herald section along with the Springdale Health Department name and logo.  We received a discounted rate because Mrs. Hicks is an active member of the subcommittee of the “Creating Healthy Communities Coalition.” City of Cincinnati received a grant from NACCHO (National Association of County and City Health Officials) for activities of this coalition.

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORT - In your packet is the CDC MMWR Influenza Activity report 2013-14. The 2014 vaccine that we will be using will be the quadrivalent vaccine containing the virus strains underlined on the bottom of the first page. We are again encouraging all persons to get the flu vaccine this year. Last year the “cumulative incidence of hospitalization among adults aged 50-64 years during the 2013-14 season was well above the range of rates seen in seasons following the pandemic.” The cause “is likely attributable to several factors, including lack of cross-protective immunity to pH1N1 and lower influenza vaccination coverage among persons in this age group”.  Mrs. Hicks encouraged everyone to get their influenza vaccination yearly.

OHIO MEASLES OUTBREAK – Copy in packet. This was Ohio’s largest measles outbreak since 1994 with 377 confirmed cases as of 7/25/14. The article states that when individuals are fully vaccinated, the MMR vaccine is 97% effective in preventing measles.  This article in included also because it shows the works that Public Health nurses do.  By May 27th, the local Health Department nurses had administered 8,240 doses.  Their efforts probably were appreciated by many of the hospitals and doctor offices that were already busy dealing with the many diagnosed cases.

EBOLA – As of August 20 there are 2615 suspected and confirmed cases, 1528 of these are lab confirmed. The suspected deaths number is 1426 in West Africa.  As of August 8th, WHO declared the Ebola outbreak to be a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC).  CDC states that Ebola poses no substantial risk to the US general population so far.  Requests for international assistance have been made including requests for resources, doctors and nurses.  The virus is spread by direct contact with the blood or body fluids of the person who is sick with Ebola or who has died from the disease.  CDC has sent guidance to hospitals and American healthcare workers about how to detect and isolate patients who may have Ebola and how to protect themselves from infection.  Lists of websites to look at to obtain additional information included in packet.  There is also an Ebola Vaccine trial article in the packet. The vaccine is now being tested in humans. The first results of the vaccine’s safety and efficacy are expected in late 2014.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:47; next meeting will be October 9, 2004.

Respectfully submitted,

Cammie Mitrione, RS

Health Commissioner

