Springdale Board of Health Meeting

November 13, 2014

Mr. Kellner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

In Attendance were:  Scott Garrison, Mrs. Hart, Mrs. Hicks, Mrs. Jones, Mr. Kellner,
Dr. Ketring, Mrs. Mitrione, Mr. Squires, and Dr. Webb.

Dr. Ketring made a motion to approve the Minutes from the October 9th, 2014 Board of Health meeting.  Mrs. Jones seconded.  The Minutes of October 9th were approved with four affirmative votes.  Mr. Garrison's name was added to the Roll Call.

City Council Report

Mr. Squires reported on the Ordinances passed at the last City Council meeting:  Ordinances 39-, 40-, and 41-2014 authorized the City of Springdale to enter into a contract with the Mayor's Court's Magistrate, Prosecutor, and Public Defender, respectively.  Mr. Squires noted that these individuals have served in these roles the last several years without an increase in compensation.
Unfinished Business
Mrs. Mitrione reviewed the Health Department 2015-2019 Five-Year Budget again, showing what was submitted initially and what was agreed upon.  Mrs. Mitrione noted the increase in 2018 for line item -52610, Other Contractual; this is due to the Accreditation process the Health Department is mandated to undergo.  Mrs. Mitrione also reviewed the Annual Budget, noting a couple of minor decreases in the supplies budget.  Dr. Ketring asked about a new line item, -52115, Tuition Reimbursement.  Mrs. Mitrione stated this was for the Registered Sanitarian, Ella Jergens, who is enrolled in an approved Master's program in Public Administration.  Mrs. Mitrione also explained the decrease in the Personnel Services budget in 2014 to 2015 is due to the retirement and payout of benefits for the retired Administrative Assistant in 2014.   

New Business

2014 Healthy Ohio Community Award - Mrs. Mitrione noted that the City of Springdale has been awarded the Healthy Ohio Healthy Community Silver Award for 2014 and shared the News Release she had prepared announcing this award.  It was not indicated why the Gold award was not given, only that we were one point short.  Mrs. Mitrione will follow-up to see where the News Release was published.  
2014 "Adopt A Family" Program - A "Dates to Remember" flyer for the Springdale Offering Support (SOS) "Adopt A Family" Program was included in the Board of Health (BOH) packet.  Shop with a Community Helper (Police and Fire Departments) is December 12th.  There are about a dozen boxes located throughout the city for food donations; these boxes will be collected December 12th and packaged up for families to go along with the gifts.  Sponsors should drop their gifts off on December 12th at the Municipal Building and gift wrapping will take place December 14th and 15th.  Families will pick up their gifts December 18th and 19th.

HealthCare Connection - Mrs. Mitrione reported on HealthCare Connection's activities, including the opening of a School-based Health Center at Heritage Hill Elementary (pamphlet in BOH packet) offering Primary Care Services including vaccinations.  Interpreter services and help applying for insurance are also provided.  To date, a few hundred families have been signed up.  Mrs. Mitrione passed around the packet that families need to complete to become registered.  The Health Center at the old High School is moving into the new High School soon.  Discussion by all took place concerning the financing of these Health Centers.  It is partially funded by grants and Interact for Health. They have the ability to bill Medicaid and some private insurances and have sliding scale fees.  It was also mentioned that Springdale Elementary is being considered for an additional location but at this point the need does not seem to be as great as Heritage.
Health Commissioner's Report

Public Health Complaints - There were five complaints in the package including food service operations, bedbugs, unacceptable housing conditions, feeding feral animals, and a complaint of salmonella, which was unconfirmed.  

School Inspections - There were four school inspections included in the BOH packet:  Heritage Hill Elementary, Springdale Elementary, Calvary Christian Academy, and the Cincinnati Center for Autism. 
Public Health Nurse’s Report

Annual Health Fair was held on Tuesday, October 21st from 12:30 – 2:30.  We gave a total of 127 flu shots, did numerous blood pressures and glucose screenings, ten mammograms, and 24 PSA tests. Flu vaccinations continue.  Children are free; adults are $20.  Have interested persons call 346-5725.

Healthy U Diabetes Self Management Program was held October 9th through November 13th.  We had 11 persons who attended four or more sessions.  The evaluation forms and verbal thank you's given to us show that this program is well appreciated.  The Council on Aging (COA) will be sending a check to the Springdale Health Department for co-facilitating the workshop (for approximately $1600).  We had been paid in June 2014 also: $600 for the workshop April 10 – May 22, 2014 and $2250 for the workshop September 9 – October 14, 2013.
Communicable Disease Report


EBOLA – The number of Ebola cases and deaths continues to climb.  As of November 7th, 2014, the total case count worldwide is 13,268 (as of September 23rd, there were 6,574).  The total deaths are now 4,960 (in September it was 3,091) and the Laboratory-confirmed cases are now 8,168 (in September it was 3,626). 

In the United States, there have been four diagnosed cases of Ebola.  Unfortunately, one person, Thomas Duncan, died on October 8th.  Two of the health care workers who provided care to him were subsequently diagnosed on October 10th and October 15th. Both were treated and have recovered.  Another health care worker who was exposed in Guinea was diagnosed on October 23rd and has been released from the hospital.

Because one health care worker had flown to Ohio from Texas and then returned by plane to Texas two days before she was diagnosed, the need to monitor persons who may have had contact with her arose.  In Ohio, this resulted in the surveillance of 164 contacts for 21 days.  A coordinated effort was done by ODH and local health departments.

A copy of the State of Ohio Emergency Operations Center “Ohio Daily Ebola Contact Report” was included in the BOH packet.  The contact report for the November 4th summary shows zero confirmed Ebola Cases, one Quarantined Ohioan, and 52 total Ohio contacts being monitored.  Notated on the side of the November 4th summary is the summary from October 22nd, provided to show that there were zero confirmed, three Quarantined, and 164 total Ohioans being monitored.  On that date, there were 15 counties involved in monitoring.  More recent data as of November 11th shows zero confirmed, zero Quarantined, and a total of 39 Ohio contacts being monitored.  These are travelers who are being monitored according to the guidelines given in the chart titled “ODH Crosswalk for Ebola Exposure and Risk Intervention”.  This crosswalk (ODH Version 8, 10/31/14) (provided in BOH packet) mirrors CDC except that Ohio has instituted stricter intervention based on exposure level. 
Some health departments are using technology to monitor those individuals who need to be observed daily – Face Time, Skype, etc.  Others are making home visits daily. Locally we have been told that there are phones reserved that can be used for Face Time monitoring.  We do not currently have any persons living in Springdale that need to be monitored. 

The response to the Ebola outbreak by WHO, CDC, and state and local health departments has evolved rapidly over the past month. The case definition has even changed from an emphasis on a specific temperature to “fever” with symptoms AND exposure.  Also in the BOH packet is a chart titled “Identify, Isolate, Inform: Private Health Care Provider Evaluation and Management of Patients with Possible Ebola Virus Disease in the Office”.  This was developed to give guidance to doctor’s offices, Urgent Cares, and other clinics. 

Ongoing conference calls and meetings were and continue to be held.  The Crosswalk will be re-evaluated on December 1st and may become more or less strict based on the occurrence of Ebola illnesses in Ohio.

Sharing of information and communication with our local Police and Fire/EMS Departments continues.  Answers to questions from the public have been given as needed. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15; next meeting will be December 11th, 2014.

Respectfully submitted,

Cammie Mitrione, RS
Health Commissioner

