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Springdale Board of Health
October 8, 2015

Mayor Webster called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

Board of Health Members

Present:  Scott Garrison, Rita Hart, George Kellner, Dr. Ketring
Dr. Webb, Medical Advisor 

Absent:  Lynn Jones
Others Present

Mayor Webster; Jim Squires, Council representative to the Board of Health
City Staff:  Matt Clayton, Health Commissioner; Jean Hicks, Public Health Nurse

There was also one UC MPH student in attendance to observe (school assignment).

Minutes from September 10, 2015 – One correction was noted to the September 10th, 2015 meeting minutes – The date that the proposed Tri-County Commerce Park Preliminary Development Plan (former GEEAA Park/Crossings at the Park Planned Unit Development (PUD) and related Ordinance, Ordinance No. 22-2015, go before City Council for approval should read October 21, 2015 instead of September 16, 2015.  Dr. Ketring made a motion to accept the minutes with this correction and Mrs. Hart seconded.  The Board of Health voted 4 – 0 to approve the minutes as herein noted.      

City Council Report

Mr. Squires provided a summary report of the October 7th, 2015 City Council meeting and gave an update on legislation passed at that meeting – Resolution No. R11-2015, “Accepting the amounts and rates as determined by the Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the County Auditor”.  Mr. Squires also discussed the aforementioned Ordinance No. 22-2015, development of the Crossings at the Park (PUD).  The First Reading was held at the October 7th meeting, with the Second Reading and the Public Hearing scheduled for the October 21st City Council Meeting.  The Planning Commission approved the Preliminary Development Plan at their September meeting.   

Old Business

Mr. Clayton gave an update on the Indulge VSP Lounge.  At the last BOH meeting, Mr. Clayton advised the Board that Indulge and Mahogany’s had been operating outside of their license (outdoor food preparation) but had been issued a temporary license to give them time to come into compliance.  Mr. Clayton advised the Board that since the last meeting, the partnership between Indulge VSP Lounge and Mahogany’s had been dissolved and that there was no more outside grilling.  Consequently, there is no further need for the temporary licensure.  It was noted that Ms. Rogers of Mahogany’s still needs to pick her equipment up but that it was not being used by anyone.  It was noted that Indulge VSP Lounge was changing its’ name to Sensations.  Mayor Webster asked why they were changing their name.  Mr. Clayton believed it was to appeal to a wider customer base.  Mr. Clayton also reported that he had a call from Channel 19 – someone had reported that the Springdale Health Department had kicked Mahogany’s out of Springdale.  Mr. Clayton provided the copy of the letter (detailing the temporary status and the necessary parameters for operation) that he had issued to Mr. Meadows, Indulge/Sensations owner, showing that the Springdale Health Department kicking Mahogany’s out of Springdale was not an accurate portrayal of events.  This action probably averted a potentially negative news story.
New Business

Mr. Kellner announced that he would be resigning after the December Board of Health meeting.  Mr. Kellner said that he was very pleased and proud to have worked with the Board of Health and how much he appreciated its’ professionalism and fellowship.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Kellner for his service and contributions.
Health Commissioner’s Report




                          
Matt Clayton
Under Nuisances, Animal Bites, and Food Illnesses, Mr. Clayton reported that in the past month since the last meeting, there was one dog bite incident, which was successfully resolved (quarantined and vaccination verified).  There were numerous complaints from the Willows including a roach complaint, a bathroom ceiling falling, and a complaint of water damage to a ceiling resulting from a leaking kitchen sink in the apartment above.  Additionally, there was a report of feral cats being fed at Howard Johnson’s, a food complaint at Blue Agave (which has been investigated and closed) and one smoke-free workplace complaint at Jake Sweeney body shop.  Dr. Ketring asked if there was a history of employees smoking outside and Mayor Webster asked if they have been told they need to move farther away from the building.  Mr. Clayton reported that the Health Department had been out at least twice to investigate the most recent complaint.  Dr. Ketring wanted something in writing provided to them.  Mr. Clayton stated he would check into the history of related complaints at this location and continue to follow-up on this issue. 
The proposed 2016 Food Service Organization/Retail Food Establishments Fees had been reviewed and approved by the Board of Health at the September meeting.  Mr. Clayton reported that a Notice of Public Hearing for the FSO/REF Program had been sent out to affected food establishments and a second notice was posted on the City of Springdale website.  A First Reading of Resolution R12-2015 was held.  A Second Reading will be performed at the November meeting.
Mr. Clayton reported that Noodles & Company had opened on September 30th and that Waffle House was scheduled to open on October 23, 2015.  A ServSafe class for Managers had been scheduled for October; however, there was not enough signed up to hold the class (Sorry I didn’t have anything written down on this, using my memory, which may not have captured this).  They were considering other options including holding personalized in-house trainings.

Mr. Clayton has completed the application for the Ohio Healthy Community Award, which was due September 14, 2015.  Springdale’s submittal was about 240 pages long and Mr. Clayton lauded the input and cooperation from other Department Directors.  Mr. Clayton hopes to have good news by the next meeting on the outcome of the application.

Mr. Clayton reported that he had submitted a draft of the Health Department’s 5-Year Budget to Administration in the prior week and that he was awaiting feedback.  There was a discussion concerning typically the Board of Health reviews and discusses the budget before it is turned in.  Mr. Clayton provided the Expenditure Detail for the 5-Year Budget.  Dr. Ketring requested the 5-Year Budget turned in the year prior for comparison.  Mr. Clayton assured the Board he would provide that as well.  Mayor Webster asked if there was money in the budget for the accreditation process the Health Department must undergo over the next few years.  Mr. Clayton is going to research where those funds are housed in the budget.
Mr. Clayton reported on the AOCH Fall Conference that he was required to attend September 29 and 30.  Dr. Webb was also in attendance.  There was discussion and information on accreditation requirements.  The City of Cincinnati Health Department is going to be available to support the City of Springdale Health Department through the accreditation process.  There was discussion whether smaller Health Departments had the same requirements as larger.  At this time, the requirements are the same; however, there is a push to lessen the requirements.  Mr. Clayton also was able to attend a life style medicine seminar at the conference, which is in line with a Wellness Program he would like to initiate at the Springdale Health Department.  Simple changes such as an active life style and healthy eating can results in better outcomes than medications.   

Mr. Clayton updated the Board on the Community Readiness Initiative (CRI) grant – this will operate three Point of Dispensing (POD) pods in Springdale during a Public Health emergency.  This grant is a $5,000 annual grant.  The Springdale Health Department met with the regional grant collaborator on October 6, 2015.  The Springdale Health Department plans to conduct an exercise for the CRI grant during the Annual Health Fair on October 13, 2015 in the Springdale Community Center.  
Mr. Clayton also discussed the Ebola grant.  This is a one time $5000 supplemental grant to the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Grant.  Mr. Clayton stated that the Springdale Health Department would add a CDC Ebola link to the City of Springdale website to provide our constituents with information about Ebola in Ohio.  Mr. Clayton also indicated the Ebola threat in Ohio appears to be severely limited at this time.  
Farmer’s Market – Mr. Clayton was pleased to announce that The Springdale Health Department is working with the Corporation For Findlay Market to recruit potential vendors who will be preparing food in the CFFM 8,000 s.f. incubator kitchen.  The Springdale Health Department also seeks the opportunity for Springdale residents who wish to become involved in food production to obtain access to the CFFM incubator kitchen.  The CEO of CFFM and Mr. Clayton have discussed this request.  Mr. Clayton also intends to develop a series of flowcharts for CFFM to provide to new vendors.  These flowcharts will provide the CFFM Incubator Kitchen vendors a roadmap for licensing.  Mr. Clayton stated intent to continue to work with CFFM in order to obtain the opportunity for Springdale residents to pursue food preparation (and sales at the local farmer’s markets) with very limited start-up costs, as well as outlets to sell.  Mr. Clayton is going to continue to work with Julie Matheny in regards to recruiting new vendors for the Springdale Farmer’s Market.  
Mr. Clayton announced that he initiated a Willows Work Group (handout) whose mission is to promote safety, healthy, decent, and habitable housing at the Willows Apartments.  The meeting is scheduled for October 9th.  Members of the work group include residents, Willows maintenance and local and regional management as well several departments of the City of Springdale (Health, Building, Police, Fire).  Mr. Clayton gave Ms. Jergens, the Springdale Health Department Registered Sanitarian much credit for her ongoing work at the Willows as well as helping develop the path forward with this work group.  Dr. Ketring asked if minutes would be taken and Mr. Clayton responded positively.  Mrs. Hart asked how the schools could be involved, in particular Heritage Hill, which is right there.  Mr. Clayton will contact the principal, Jeresther Thorpe-Page, concerning this suggestion.
Mr. Clayton reported that information on the 6-Star Food Service Awards was available on the City of Springdale website.

Mr. Clayton reported that he was collaborating with other City of Springdale departments (Police, Tax Department, Building Department) concerning Warm Hands Asian Massage , located on Sheraton Lane.  The Health Department has also reached out to the Hamilton County Auditor and the State of Ohio Department of Taxation to insure that the facility is operating in compliance with all state and local regulations.  Mr. Clayton indicated the Springdale Health Department will continue to collaborate with all aforementioned local, county, and state offices as needed regarding this facility in the future.   
 Mr. Clayton and Mrs. Hicks reported that the Annual Latino Expo, of which the Health Fair portion was largely coordinated by Mrs. Hicks, was a big success.  Healthcare service providers included Mercy Fairfield OB/GYN, UC medical students, YMCA, Xavier University nursing students, Healthcare Connections, and Good Samaritan Hospital Clinic, and audiologist G. Valencia.  About 150 persons attended the expo, which was held September 20th at the Vineyard Healing Center.  There were more than 75 blood pressures and cholesterol and glucose screenings performed, over 40 HgA1c blood tests and flu vaccinations given as well as hearing screens.  Additionally, several attendees were assisted with health care insurance applications.     
Public Health Nurse’s Report



     
          Mrs. Hicks, RN

Mrs. Hicks gave an update on the Ebola (handout).  There are still over 1000 contacts being monitored in Guinea and Sierra Leone.  Liberia is now considered Ebola-free.  Locally, 48 travelers are being monitored in Ohio.
Mrs. Hicks spoke on how to eat out healthy during Active Aging week, which was the last week in September 28th at the Community Center.  She also spoke about the role of the Health Department regarding food-borne illnesses and complaints about restaurants.

Mrs. Hicks provided information on the Springdale Annual Health Fair (handout), which will be held on October 13th at the Springdale Community Center along with the Business Fair.  Flu vaccinations, blood pressure checks, hearing screenings, foot screenings, and BMI measurements.  Call the Health Department for an appointment.

Mrs. Hicks provided information on the upcoming Healthy U Diabetes Self Management Workshop (handout), which she co-leads.  It will begin weekly on October 15, 2015 from 09:30 a.m. until noon on Thursday mornings for six weeks.  It is free and has been proven to save money and improve the quality of life for the participants.
Mrs. Hicks provided the state requirements for immunizations for school-aged children.  There are new requirements for pre-school and child care attendees which have generated needs and questions; however, when it comes times for kindergarten, children will be better prepared immunization-wise.  Mrs. Hicks also provided a Pertussis Advisory the Springdale Health Department sent to school nurses.

Mrs. Hicks provided handouts of proposed Amendments to the State of Ohio Constitution and several articles related thereto.  These ballot issues, Issues 2 and 3, both deal with the legalization of marijuana.  The Springdale Health Department wants to make available to the public information on these amendments and related concerns such as marijuana edibles and marijuana-infused beverages will be sold, people using medical marijuana would be allowed to use in public, schools and other open areas and to use it in the workplace.  One of the biggest concerns is that, if passed, marijuana will be so much more readily available anywhere, which means young children will likely have more exposure to.  Mr. Clayton stressed that the Health Department was not trying to make a political statement; they just want to get the facts out for people to make informed decisions.  Dr. Webb pointed out that it’s not political or biased; it is providing evidence-based medical data.  Avenues of distribution were discussed (e.g., website, Facebook).

The next meeting will be Thursday, November 12th, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 







Respectfully submitted:







________________________________







Matthew Clayton, Health Commissioner 
