City of Springdale Council

December 17, 2014


President of Council Mr. Vanover called Council to order on December 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. McNear provided the Invocation.
Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Harlow, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present.  Councilman Hawkins was absent.  
The minutes of December 3rd, 2014, were considered.  Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.  Minutes were approved with six affirmative votes. 

Committee and Official Reports

Civil Service Commission
Mr. Higgins:  The Civil Service Commission met on Thursday, December 4th, with all members present.  Also in attendance were Mr. Thamann and we had one audience member; my son decided to show up and videotape it, so we got a good record of this one.  We discussed a number of correspondence; four of them, as a matter of fact, due to the appointments of people to the list of candidates for the Violations Bureau Clerk, and then dropping off, maintaining the eligibility list.  We do have a current list but no more members have passed the test.  If any members drop off, we may have to administer another test.  We discussed the firefighter's position.  The firefighter candidate has been identified and that should be forthcoming with his hiring.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 8th, 2015 in these chambers.  That would conclude my report.  Happy Holidays!
Rules and Laws
Mr. Knox  
-
no report 
Finance Committee
Mr. Diehl  
-
no report
Planning Commission
Mrs. Harlow:  Planning Commission met on December 9th, 2014, in these chambers, with six members present.  Mr. Bauer was absent that evening.  Under Old Business, we had a tree replacement issue at Jake Sweeney, at 135 Northland Boulevard and 11535 Jake Sweeney Place.  As I just told the Mayor, I am going to get a chain saw for Christmas and Mrs. Boice and I are going to be taking care of all the future tree issues that come before Planning Commission.  This was an hour and fifteen minutes on one tree.  One of the issues on this is that Jake Sweeney bought the old Delhi location, as we all know, and on the old Delhi location there were trees that were planted in railroad ties containers that were sitting on top of concrete.  Well, my five-year old knows that tree is not going to thrive.  Those trees were not thriving.  They did get cut down to the penalty of $15,000.  The one tree that we have here on the agenda is a Linden tree, I think it's called.  Is that correct, Mr. Diehl?

Mr. Diehl:  Yes.

Mrs. Harlow:  That was holding up the progress of getting all this landscaping done.  Mr. Sweeney has bent over backwards to say he will not only landscape on the right side of Jake Sweeney Way; he will also landscape on the left side of Jake Sweeney Way.  He wants to make a gateway to his business there.  Again, after an hour and fifteen minutes, it was decided with a 6 - 0 vote, to allow that tree to be cut down and to proceed with the staff recommendations for the new landscaping plan there.  It was also decided to reduce the $15,000 penalty, because, again, the members felt like that he inherited those bad trees from Delhi; that was reduced to $5,000.  That was all agreed upon by the Planning Commission.
Under New Business, we had an exterior paint change for Pep Boys.  They are up here on 11452 Springfield Pike.  This is something that all of the Pep Boys Auto Service Centers are going through; they're all going through a new logo-type change.  It was approved with a 6 - 0 vote.
Then we had a Minor Modification at Tri-County Mall for Outlot #2.  After our last meeting with Tri-County Mall, a different interested party came forward, practically by the time they were out the front door.  It’s Outback and that's at 11700 Princeton Pike.  Again, it's very minor modifications to what we had talked about with them here on the floor that night but it would be specific for Outback Steakhouse.  That was approved with a 6 - 0 vote.
We had a Minor Modification to PUD Home Emporium, outdoor sales, at 11360 Princeton Pike.  If you’re looking at the new Home Emporium, which was the old Hobby Lobby, and you're looking at the building, they wanted to construct, on the right-hand side, a small outdoor sales area.  That was approved with a 6 - 0 vote.
Then we had a Casinelli property split at 11360 Casinelli Square.  Again, this involves the area that is Home Emporium, in the parking lot, it goes up and makes a little dog leg up there, the parking that would have been by the shoe store, and comes back down, and it actually comes right down through the center of that building.  I wasn’t aware that they did this kind of property split but I was told later by Mrs. McBride that this is really common.  They sometimes do it to raise money for other parts of their project that they want to develop and it does require a fire wall be placed in the building.  That will be happening and that was approved with a 6 - 0 vote.
We do have a January 30th Planning workshop that our Planning Commission has been invited to attend.  It's being put on by Allor and Mrs. McBride's firm is always front and center on that.  That would conclude my report unless Mr. Diehl has anything to add.
Mr. Diehl:  No, you did great.  
Mr. Parham:  Mrs. Harlow, the review of the Zoning Code, are you all looking at amending the Tree Ordinance at some point?
Mrs. Harlow:  That is going to be one of the last units of the Zoning Code that we look at.  I think we will be but it has not been brought forward for us to review at this time.
Mr. Parham:  You made the statement that they (the Sweeney's) inherited these trees.  I think they started with more than just one tree.
Mrs. Harlow:  It was five.  
Mr. Parham:  I think staff brought it down to one when it came to you.

Mrs. Harlow:  No, the penalty was for the five trees that were being cut down on the Delhi location.

Mr. Parham:  I think any developer, any owner that purchase property in the city, the trees that are on that property, they inherit those trees.  They then are part of the development presented to the City.  They are trees that we hope, as we are a Tree City USA, we can retain on the property.  At the same time, we always want to be business-friendly and reasonable, but I'd be careful to suggest that this is something unique because when they bought this property, all of the sudden these trees were there.  It is going to happen every time somebody purchases property they wish to develop.  One such property we have to really look at that we know has a large number of trees is GE Park, which is not always going to remain a golf course.  There are a lot of trees there.  That development is going to impact a number of them that will go away because they will be in the footprint of the development of the buildings but there will be many others that will probably be a part of the requirement to stay.
Mrs. Harlow:  I know each property is very individual.
Board of Zoning Appeals
Mr. Knox:  Mr. Hawkins and I received an early Christmas present that there were no applicants; therefore, there was no meeting and no report.

Board of Health
Mr. Squires:  The Springdale Board of Health (BOH) met on December 11th, 2014.  We had 100% attendance at that meeting.  The Minutes of the November 13th meeting were approved and put into the record.  Under Unfinished Business, they discussed the Adopt a Family program.  I'm not going to get into that as prearranged with the Mayor; he's going to cover that in his report and he has the up-to-date figures on that.  Under New Business, the Public Fee Pool/Spa Proposal was approved.  They had the first of three required readings on that.  There were three motel inspections and recommendations for improvements.  These included Super 8, Extended Stay America, and Howard Johnson.  Under Public Health Accreditation, the Health Commissioner made significant announcements about the requirements that must be met for them to receive state subsidies.  Further, each Board member has to obtain continuing education credits and those were discussed as well.  There were no nuisances, animal bites, and food-born illnesses that we normally have.  There weren't any this time only because they are in process of being investigated.

Under the Public Health Nurse's Report, Nurse Jean reported that there has not been a significant outbreak of flu in Ohio but I think that's starting to change - there are a number of school children that are getting sick.  As a personal reference, my daughter lost a third of her class of third graders with this flu that is going around.  They were fine in the morning but by 2 p.m., they were all getting sick.  In spite of that, she said the influenza activity is currently low in the United States as a whole but is increasing in some parts of the country.  If you received the vaccination, it will protect you somewhat but it's not fully guaranteed that it will protect you against this drifted virus that's going around.  Take standard precautions of washing your hands, staying away from crowded places, and common sense hygiene and hopefully you'll be alright.  The next meeting of the BOH will be Thursday, January 8th, 2015 and that concludes the report.  
Public Utilities
Mrs. Emerson 
- 
no report
Public Relations
Mrs. Harlow 
-
no report
Capital Improvements
Mrs. Emerson
-
no report
Public Welfare, Safety, & Education
Mr. Diehl 

-
no report
Housing Board
Mr. Squires
-
no report
Public Works
Mr. Squires
-
no report
O-K-I
Mrs. Harlow
-
no report
Mayor’s Report


Mayor Webster:  I would like to report this evening about the success of our current Christmas program.  As of this evening, we have received requests for support for 70 families; this constitutes 185 children.  Both are records; we've never had this level of support requested before.  I am very pleased to also announce at the same time that we are going to be able to meet the needs of all 70 families.  Every one of these families will receive a box of food, a turkey, and the various gifts that they requested.  I just can not say it loud enough to everyone that's been involved with this how much we appreciate it.  The outpouring of support from this community just continues to overwhelm me, not only with gifts, but also with food - as of 1:00 p.m. today, we were still have people bringing food into the building here.  Today was the day we boxed up all the food and got it ready for dispersing.  The next two days, families will appear here and they'll go downstairs.  In the first room they'll get their presents and in the hallway, a box of food.  Then they'll come out and there will be someone out in the parking lot presenting them with a turkey.  So this is one-stop shopping for these needy families.  Every year, there are a handful of families that, for whatever reason, can not make it to the city building so our fire department tries to make that delivery sometime Thursday or Friday.  We had a unique situation this year.  John Morrell donated 18 turkeys so we were in need of 52 turkeys.  We had a Good Samaritan step forward and donate $500 for the purchase of turkeys so we're able to buy 50 more turkeys with that and the SOS fund will kick in for the remaining two, three, or four turkeys, whatever we're short.  Every family will be assured a turkey.
Once again, all I can say is thank you very much to all the people on the dais here that have helped and all the people in the audience and especially the people in the TV audience.  100% of what you have donated is put back into the program; there are no administrative fees or anything else.  Once again, our leader of the Christmas program is Officer Hoctor.  It's a marvelous job she does, especially with having twin children to tend to, but she seems to make it work.  No one is more proud of the program than her and she has every right to be; she does a marvelous job, along with a lot of the other members of the SOS Board.  Thanks again.  Have a Merry Christmas, all of you.

Clerk of Council/Finance Director
Mrs. McNear:  No Report this evening.  We'll have an update on the financials at our next meeting. 
Administrator’s Report
Mr. Parham:  I have just two things I want to share with you.  First of all, as we are upon the holiday season, I just want to inform the public that the Municipal Building will be closed on December 25th.  We will be open on Friday, December 26th and once again we will be closed on January 1st, 2015, and we will be open on January 2nd.

The other item I have is that, if you recall, earlier this year, we had discussions about our 2013 Street Improvement Project.  The project was substantially completed somewhere around October of 2013, but there were a couple of issues remaining relative to the concrete.  We had a resident come before the Housing Committee and raised some concerns about whether there was crumbling or spalling
 of the concrete.  After hearing her complaint, and her neighbors supported her, we decided to engage the services of a testing agency.  This was around April of this year.  The City hired the firm of Thelen and Associates.  They are a testing agency that test soil samples and other such things.  Although in this particular instance, Thelen apparently does not test concrete.  So they engaged the services of another group called Concrete Research and Testing (CRT).  CRT performed tests of four sample cores pulled from the area.  The City identified which cores they would choose.  Cores are just taking samples of the concrete.  We based our decision on which cores to remove on the information supplied to us by the resident.  Two cores were taken at the address of 688 Coxbury Circle.  Two others were taken at 12008 Greencastle Drive.  The reason there were two samples taken was because in some locations of each of these residences, you had clean, clear, with no distress or no spall
 of the curb and we wanted a clear control sample.  We then we took samples where you could clearly identify the spalling.
  Those samples were taken by Thelen and passed on to CRT.  CRT performed the test and provided us with the results and we do have a copy of the results.  I plan to forward a copy of the results to the resident and to anyone else who would like a copy.  It is a lot of very technical information so I am going to try to summarize it in layperson terms.  In essence, what we set out to do was to see if we could identify what caused the spalling
 or the appearance of the crumbling.  CRT performed several tests.  One test was to determine a density measurement, attempting to measure whether or not the concrete was properly put together or had the proper mixtures, as well as the strength of the concrete.  Another tested the aggregate of the concrete; and then you had another that was a chloride test.  The results yield that although the cement paste of the concrete had a high concentration of fly ash, and the cement paste was considered to be of good quality, they talked about the fact that we had very little time to allow the concrete to properly cure.  It was installed probably around September and October and then of course we had the harsh winter conditions, so it did not have adequate time to cure.  Curing is simply having concrete that holds water, it then strengthens that concrete over time but it needs a proper amount of time.  They indicated that perhaps that added to the issue that we did not have the proper curing time.  The third issue and test that they performed was one to determine whether there was chloride added, or as we talked about before, the de-icing salt.  They did find that there were high concentrations of de-icing salt in the concrete.  They pointed out a couple of things relative to the de-icing salt.  First, they indicated, it often plays a major role in distressing or wearing on the surface of roads.  It generally acts to magnify the effects of a freeze-thaw cycle.  It increases the number of freeze-thaws cycles and then it also chemically attacks the cement paste of the concrete.  The report stated if you have mature concrete, then more than likely it has enough strength to ward off any addition of de-icing salt.  The key part about this process is that with the improvements as we have done over the last couple of years on drive aprons, residents have been required to replace their drive aprons.  In some instances, they have used the city’s contractor and so we had to make sure that, because these people are paying for this improvement, that the contractor performed the service properly.
According to the tests that were conducted by CRT, all were in accordance with the American Society of Testing Material.  They indicated the contractor performed the test properly.  They indicated as I said earlier, that part of the issue was not having enough time for curing, with the harsh winter and then the addition of the de-icing salt is what we believe caused the distress or the scaling of the curbs and some of the aprons.  So this is the response. We have a copy of the report.  We will pass on a copy to the resident, but we wanted to give you an update and come back and share that information with Council.  I will try to answer any questions that you may have.  
Mr. Vanover:  If I remember my masonry education, and Mr. Shvegzda, you can help me too, the concrete grade is graded commercial, residential, and it's by strength - the higher the grade, the higher the strength, right? What we’re using in the curbs, that's probably all C-4, C-5?
Mr. Shvegzda:  I believe that it is Class C concrete that's utilized.
Mr. Vanover:  Okay, because there's a difference between commercial and residential.  Hopefully we are, and it sounds like it, in good shape.  It's just that concrete is one of those issues that got to take time set up.  If it doesn't and we got hit with that early spell, which aggravated it because it's getting the moisture from the backside of it too, from the ground and the freeze-thaw that goes on as well as the salt.

Mrs. McNear: Mr. Parham, can you tell us what the Rumpke cycle is for Christmas week?  
Mr. Parham:  Rumpke for Christmas - typically, if your collection day is on Thursday, then you are pushed off to Friday for collection.  If Friday is your day your trash will be collected on Saturday.  The same goes for New Year's Day.

Mrs. McNear:  Thank you.  
Law Director’s Report
Mr. Forbes:  One quick item on the legal front - As you probably all know by now, House Bill 5, the Municipal Income Tax Bill, has made its' way through both houses and it's been sent to the Governor for signature.  As of today, the last I checked, I don’t think he had signed it yet today but it is anticipated that he will.  What that at least means is that we have a final version of the bill that staff and Administration can now look at.  We have been doing a lot of work already but now we'll see what the final version is.  My office is available; we'll work with the city to see what impacts that may have.  It doesn’t go into effect until January 1, of 2016 so we have time to analyze it but we saw it coming and now it has happened.

Mr. Vanover:  Is there any talk on the horizon of legal challenge at this point, or we have to pass it first before we can read it?
Mr. Forbes:  That's true but I know that there was the question of the Home Rule challenge.  That was raised during the committee hearings and that didn’t seem to make a difference.  I have not heard specifically of any cities that have indicated that they're going to file any court action.  
Mr. Diehl:  Do we have an idea when will know about the impact to Springdale?
Mayor Webster:  We are going to have to get our hands on the bill first and the Governor hasn't signed it yet.  Once that happens, then we can turn it over to Jeff and have him analyze it.  One of the final amendments to the bill was to strengthen it against Home Rule Charter cities so that they couldn't challenge it.
Mr. Squires:  Mr. Forbes, was this strictly along party lines?

Mr. Forbes:  No actually.  My understanding is that it was not.  I think there were two from each party that voted the other way, so to speak.  
Mr. Squires:  Second question, if you don't mind.  I’m puzzled how they can subvert the Constitution of the State of Ohio when the Home Rule is a provision of that.  Apparently you can?
Mr. Forbes:  Well, there are limited instances where the state can pass laws that do have the affect of basically trumping Home Rule and there are very limited circumstances when they can do that and as the Mayor indicated, one of the things that the amendments they put in at the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth hour practically, was to put in provisions that would boot-strap that ability to try to get around the Home Rule exception.  There are laws that the state is allowed to pass that are supposed to have a state-wide affect, in that even Home Rule Charter municipalities can not deviate from and they've put language in to try to keep House Bill 5 within those 
parameters.
Mr. Parham:  I have somewhat of a response to Mr. Diehl's question.  In my opinion, there appeared to be a rush to try to get this thing done.  If you recall, at the end of 2013, it was originally House Bill and it had a different number to it, and it did not pass.  Eventually it went away and then they opened it up as House Bill 5 when we started 2014.  There is so much language in the document that is not clearly defined.  So there is an administrative staff or committee that is to come together with a period of time that will have to iron out those details and then be able to present that to everyone.  I believe it is by mid-year, and then present that to the community so then we know what we have to follow.  But then that gives us only a six-month period to realize what we have to follow.  We do know that the, Jeff has referred to it as the NOL loss, Net Operating Loss, is mandated at five years, where ours has been three years.  Some communities have had zero as their NOL.  In essence, if a business experienced a loss, they can essentially write that loss off over the next five-year period.  This then means we are not going to receive any revenue from that business over that time period.  That is just one of the items that is going to hit some communities much harder than it hits Springdale.  There are just a number of things that are clearly not friendly to local jurisdictions but I do not think they are friendly to local jurisdictions in Columbus these days.
Engineer’s Report
Mr. Shvegzda:  Just a couple items of note.  On West Kemper Road, the project there, the culvert extension, has been completed.  That's just to the east of Lawnview.  They are still in the process of working the final grading in that area.  All of utilities have been relocated.  The   water main work, fire hydrants have been relocated, the water main work there at Hickory has been completed and they are currently working on the water main relocation there at Lawnview.  That will probably be done by the end of the week.  Then at that time, nothing further will probably take place this year.  Then next year they will start up with the storm sewer work.  Of course that's weather dependent.

On Ashmore/Woodvale, basically the contractor has completed all of the punch list items and the project is completed.  That concludes my report.      
Communications
-
none
Communications from the Audience
-
none

Ordinances and Resolutions

Ordinance No. 46-2014

ADOPTING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION / ESTIMATED RECEIPTS ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES AND ADJUST ESTIMATED RECEIPTS FOR THE CITY OF SPRINGDALE, OHIO DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Harlow seconded.  Ordinance No. 46-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Ordinance No. 47-2014

ADOPTING A TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2015, UNTIL THE FISCAL YEAR 2015 APPROPRIATION PERMANENT ORDINANCE IS ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL

Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Emerson seconded.  Ordinance No. 47-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Ordinance No. 48-2014
ACCEPTANCE OF THE DEDICATION PLAT FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY ALONG A PORTION OF COMMONS DRIVE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mr. Knox made a motion to adopt; Mr. Squires seconded.  Ordinance No. 48-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.
Ordinance No. 49-2014

ACCEPTANCE OF THE DEDICATION OF CERTAIN LOTS AS PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY AS PART OF TRI-COUNTY COMMONS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mrs. Emerson made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.

Mayor Webster:  Could someone maybe give us a Reader's Digest version of what the previous ordinance and this one is all about?
Mr. Parham:  We'll start with Ordinance No. 49-2014.  You will see what we have attached to the ordinance, the "B" Exhibits.  They are the real key for when we present this to the County's Recorder's Office (the legal descriptions).  The other, what we have tried to do is for you and for the general public that wants to see this ordinance to understand exactly where we are talking about, we have identified this with illustrations under Exhibit "A" and all the different "A's".  In essence, what has occurred is near the Tri-County Commons area, Kemper Commons Circle, where we have Sam’s, old Wal-Mart, Five Guys, Costco, and Target, years ago when that area was developed, these lots were dedicated to the City.  However in four of the cases, legislation may not have been adopted to actually accept the property.  So what we are doing today is accepting the dedication of those lots.  In one instance, #233, which is the very first one, the really large one, legislation for it actually was adopted by Council.  I believe by Ordinance #17-1995, but once we filed it with the county, they placed the acceptance on the wrong lot.  So to keep it clean, we are readopting that one as well as the other four.  In the case of Ordinance No. 48-2014, that one more so has to do with the strip of land, again we have given exhibits so you can visually see where they are located, identified right next to Target, where the property was again, at some point, dedicated to the City but was never accepted.  What we are doing here is now accepting the property so that, in this instance, Target can remain compliant with the code because of the setbacks which were approved by Planning Commission but never had been accepted by the City.  
Ordinance No. 49-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Ordinance No. 50-2014

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 44-2013 TO PROVIDE FOR WAGE INCREASES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mrs. Harlow made a motion to adopt; Mr. Squires seconded.  Ordinance No. 50-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Ordinance No. 51-2014

ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATION OF CITY COUNCIL’S LEGAL SERVICES COMMITTEE AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH WOOD & LAMPING, LLP FOR LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE CITY OF SPRINGDALE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mr. Diehl made a motion to adopt; Mr. Squires seconded.  Ordinance No. 51-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Ordinance No. 52-2014

ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATION OF CITY COUNCIL’S ENGINEERING SERVICES COMMITTEE AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH CDS/CT CONSULTANTS FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE CITY OF SPRINGDALE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mrs. Emerson made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.  Ordinance No. 52-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Ordinance No. 53-2014

SETTING THE COMPENSATION FOR THE ELECTED MAYOR FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2015 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Mr. Knox made a motion to adopt; Mr. Squires seconded.

Mayor Webster:  Of this $25,000, $4,000 of this is compensation is generated by my nuptial fees.  Prior to us adopting this method of compensation, the nuptial fees were paid into the City Treasury and, by law, I was allowed to draw those funds with whatever frequency I wanted to but anyway those funds belonged to me so now they stay in the City Treasury so I am compensated through this ordinance.  What it equates to is I need to do 54 weddings per year to generate this $4,000.  I'm pleased to announce we have done 55 so far this year.  We're waiting for anybody else who wants to get married.  
Mrs. McNear:  Perhaps you'll have a few people when they're picking up their baskets, they may want to stop by and you could throw them a wedding.  You could be busy that day.

Ordinance No. 53-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Mayor Webster:  Thank you Council.  

Mr. Vanover:  We are now moving on to Resolutions.  First, let's open up Resolution R14-2014; this is nominating a member of the Charter Revision Committee.  We'll open the floor for nominations.  I typically don't but in this situation, I've been advised that Mrs. Conrad, who is the existing member, is interested in continuing.  Unless we have some others, then we'll close the nominations.  We'll read Resolution R14-2014 with Sharon Conrad as member. 

Resolution No. R14-2014

APPOINTING SHARON CONRAD AS A MEMBER OF THE CHARTER REVISION COMMITTEE

Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Harlow seconded.  Resolution R14-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Mr. Vanover:  We have in front of us Resolution No. R15-2014 and I will open up the floor up for nominations for the Civil Service Commission.
Mrs. Harlow:  Mrs. Kathy Nienaber has been serving out the term of Mr. Tony Potts.  As you know, he moved from our community about 15 months ago and since that time, Mrs. Nienaber has been working with the Civil Service Commission.  Her background is in Human Resources and Personnel.  From everything I understand, she is doing a very good job.  She is interested in continuing so I will bring her name forward.

Mr. Vanover:  Are there any other nominations?  Hearing none, Mrs. McNear will you read Resolution R15-2014 with Mrs. Nienaber's name?
Resolution No. R15-2014

APPOINTING KATHY NIENABER AS A MEMBER OF THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

Mrs. Harlow made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.  Resolution 15-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Resolution No. R 16-2014
CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF RITA HART AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH
Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Harlow seconded.

Mayor Webster:  Same goes for the next two Resolutions here, 16 and 17; Mrs. Rita Hart and Dr. Kevin Ketring's terms expire on the Board of Health.  These two individuals' tenure on the board predates my involvement with the Board of Health.  Each one of them is probably 25 years on the board, easily.  They both do an outstanding job.  I was very pleased that they both agreed to serve another two years so I strongly support the renomination of these two people.  Thank you.  
Resolution No. R16-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Resolution No. R17-2014

CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF DR. KEVIN KETRING AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH
Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Harlow seconded.  Resolution No. R17-2014 passed with six affirmative votes.

Old Business                                                                     -     none

New Business                                                                   -      none

Meetings and Announcements

Mr. Thamann:  Just a couple of items this evening.  Mr. Parham mentioned about the Municipal Building here for Christmas and New Year's.  I also want to report the Community Center hours for Christmas Eve will be 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and the Fitness Center and the track will open at 6:00 a.m.  On Christmas Day they will be closed.  Again on New Year's Eve, they will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. but the track and the Fitness Center will open at 6:00 a.m.  Again, New Year’s Day they will close.
I have one other thing.  I don’t know if you remember the group called The Untouchables; they are a Springdale Lego league team.  They have a new project this year.  It's kind of personal to them because one of their members has epilepsy.  They have tried to develop some kind of device to help others learn how and what to do when someone is having a seizure.  They want to come back to Council again and present their device and give you some interesting facts that they said they have learned about epilepsy and seizures.  I received a phone call from their coach and they would like to come back January 21st at the Council meeting and do a presentation in front of Council.  If there is no problem with that, we will add that to the agenda.   

 Mr. Knox:  The Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on January 20th, 2015.  
Communications from the Audience

Mr. Schneider:  I just want to thank Council and the Administration for retaining us as Legal Counsel.  I don't know if you know it or not, but this is our 41st year representing the City of Springdale.  It's been a very enjoyable trip for the 41 years; I have been here for most of them.  We have always done our best to serve our number one client.  This is the first big client I ever had, the biggest client I've had.  I've had other clients but number one as far as my numbers.  Springdale is very important to our firm.  It's a very important piece of business and we have always done whatever is necessary.  We have, actually I think we’re at 35+ attorneys now, and although we have certain ones representing you, and that's the front line; we do have others backing them up and additional expertise.  I think most of you are aware of that; I just wanted to mention that again.  We will continue to serve at the level we have been serving at all times.  Jeff Forbes will be serving as Law Director.  Greg Laux is training and moving into Assistant Law Director, a very sharp young man.  I was the primary one in our office who hired him.  I thought he was very good and he has turned out to be excellent.  We are trying to keep in line a period of succession and in taking care of all of your needs.  If any one of us in not available, others are.  Ed Dorsey is one of our top labor attorneys and he is doing very well working with Mr. Parham, primarily, but I understand there are good reports about him.  I am serving as Executive Legal Counsel within our firm, representing where ever I am needed.
I certainly fill in here occasionally and we have been letting Greg Laux fill in mostly so he can learn the business more quickly, but certainly I am available on any issues, any questions, anything that any one of the four of us plus any of the other 35 if we don't have the specific expertise that you are seeking at that time.  I think we provide full service, as we have all along, and will do whatever is necessary to provide full service to the City of Springdale.  We will be in your camp at any and all times.  We feel you are a key client as I said and we want to thank you again for retaining us as your Legal Counsel.  Thank all of you and I know you all considered it and I appreciate the unanimous vote, which we got.  Although Mr. Hawkins isn't here, I'm sure he felt the same way.  Thank you again and Merry Christmas.  
Mr. Vanover:  Mr. Schneider, just for a technicality for the television audience, would you introduce yourself?  

Mr. Schneider:  I am sorry; I should have.  My name is Kenneth J. Schneider.  Should I turn and face the camera?  9804 Tollgate Lane, Cincinnati, OH  45242.  I hadn't been out here that often.  

Mr. Vanover:  You're usually not on that side.  Okay, is there any one else?  
Mr. Mark Brueggemann (CDS-CT Consultants):  Good evening, I'm Mark Brueggemann with CDS-CT Consultants.  Again, like Mr. Schneider, I wanted to express our gratitude for continuing our contract with the City, as the City Engineer.  Again, like Mr. Schneider, the City of Springdale was our first governmental client.  Local governmental consulting is our core business; that's what sets up apart and you are our first and you are a very important client to us and we're so grateful that we can continue that relationship.  We will endeavor to do our best to meet the city's needs.  As you are aware, or, if you're not, CDS has merged with CT Consultants.  One of the main reasons for that merger is that we found that CT Consultants was a mirror image of us; they are in northern Ohio and we’re in southwest Ohio.  Their core market is local governmental consulting.  So we feel that's a very positive thing - that we're going to bring some additional expertise as well as additional manpower.  As always the City of Springdale will get our highest attention and again, we look forward to continue to serve as your City Engineer.  Don Shvegzda will continue to serve as the City Engineer and I will be his back-up.  Again, thank you so much and we look forward to serving you in the future.  
Update on Legislation Still in Development
Mrs. Harlow:  If you will look at your Internal Memorandum, Item I was Ordinance No. 50-2014 and that was approved with a 6-0 vote.  Item II was Ordinance No. 53-2014; that also was approved with a 6-0 vote.  Item III is Ordinance No. 52-2014, approved with a 6-0 vote.  Item IV is Ordinance No. 51-2014, approved with a 6-0 vote.  Item V is Ordinance No. 47-2014 and that is approved with a 6-0 vote.  Item VI is Ordinance No. 46-2014, approved with a 6-0 vote.  Item VII is Ordinance No. 49-2014, approved with a 6-0 vote.  Item VIII is Ordinance No. 48-2014, approved with a 6-0 vote.  Item IX is Resolutions 16-2014 and 17-2014; those were both approved with a 6-0 vote; those were the Mayor's appointments to the Board of Health.  Item X was Resolution 15-2014; that was appointing Mrs. Nienaber to the Civil Service; that was approved with a 6-0 vote.  Item XI is our Resolution 14-2014, appointing Mrs. Conrad to Charter Revision, a 6-0 vote.  Still pending, you have Items XII, XIII, and XIV.

Recap of Legislative Items Requested for next Council meeting
Mrs. Harlow:  I have no requested items.

Mr. Parham:  I think that covers all of the items here.  There is one other appointment, Council, for the Tax Review Board.  Mrs. Rose Fehr's term expires January 31st, 2015.    
Mr. Vanover:  I would be remiss if we didn't wish all of our residents, both residential and commercial, a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  Be safe! 

Council adjourned at 8:13 p.m.
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�spalding?


�one l or 2?


�Not sure of the spelling in all 3 instances.  Probably an architect question


�4th


�Will you ask Jeff  to tell you what he said?





