City of Springdale Council

February 4, 2015


President of Council Mr. Vanover called Council to order on February 4, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Harlow, Hawkins, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present.
The minutes of January 21, 2015 were considered.  Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.  Minutes were approved with seven affirmative votes. 

Communications

- none
Communications from the Audience
          Daniel J. Mastrullo, 518 Lafayette Avenue: 
I wrote this letter, I thought well it would be best if I just read it to Council that way if you guys want to throw rocks at me, you would be able to hit me a lot easier this way. This is to the Clerk of Council. This letter is to address City Council and the Administration of Springdale Ohio. Times are changing and the City of Springdale needs to change also. Safety and security for citizens; City Council, and the Municipal building need to be looked at. Many years ago in Springdale and in other communities, we didn’t lock our homes, cars and many other things. It’s 2015 and values, morals, and respect for property and people have changed. You read and you hear about groups, or just individuals who want to make a statement. They pick City, County, State, Federal people and property because they represent all of us. Sometimes they copy off of another group or individuals, we must stay prepared always to support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies; foreign and domestic. Here are a few suggestions: 1. Have a police officer present at all City Council meetings open to the public or to be present until doors are locked.  2. All other meetings and Municipal buildings should have doors locked. 3. Upgrade the lighting in the parking area of the Municipal Building. 4. Have police patrol the parking area.
 I am very hopeful that the City Council, with the help of the City Police Chief Mathis will do what is best for all. Safety and security always outweighs the cost. Then I had one other item that I wanted to bring up, it’s not as important as everything else. In a lot of Municipal buildings, we are not allowed to conceal and carry into the Municipal buildings because it is a State law in Ohio. I would like to see if other communities feel that they are being a sitting duck for every Tom, Dick, and Jane who has a problem with City government. I would like to have a survey of who would like to get their State Representatives to maybe pass a law to change the carrying concealed weapons into the Municipal building because I think that everybody that is in this building right now, with the sign on the door, we are just telling people who want to do us harm that there is nobody in here. Well tonight there is, but a normal night; there is nobody here that is going to cause you any problem. You can do what you want. Thank you very much. 
          Mayor Webster: Well Danny, I appreciate your comments; some good suggestions there and let’s take a look at that but, I can tell you as for concealed carry; you are preaching to the choir. I’m not sure if you were in attendance or not but, how long was that maybe a year or a year and a half ago, Mr. Vanover and I challenged our State Rep. at the time to address that situation; for us to take that sign off that door. As far as I am concerned that sign says “killing zone”. I don’t care whether it is on that door or it is on an elementary school or it is on a church or a public business; that is exactly what it says, “killing zone here”. If you want to kill somebody, go ahead and do it nobody is going to shoot you. I think it is terribly wrong, I think it is a terrible law and the State needs to address that. So, we will continue to forward these comments on to our State Representative. I am not sure if it is going to do any good or not but it is a gross wrong and it needs to be taken care of. 
 I totally agree, you have a handful of people back in one of these conference rooms and the main door is wide open, anybody with a gripe against City Hall could walk right in here. So I totally hear what you’re saying, and like I said, you have some good suggestions; we will take a look at them and see what we can do. Thanks.

Mrs. Harlow: Danny, I understand what you’re saying. I totally agree with you on a lot of your points. I have a brother who is also very concerned about an angry person coming into Council and the members up here not having any place to go or any protection. On another note, I think that we all need to be more vigilant about our safety. Someone attempted to come into our home Monday night through a window. Luckily, he was scared off but my husband went today and bought motion sensor lights to replace the outdoor flood lights that we have. We also have three appointments with security systems. So I think we have to take responsibility, and sometimes we do it after the fact. Luckily that didn’t happen with us but I agree with a lot of your comments.
Mr. Squires: Danny, I certainly concur with many, many things that you uttered in your presentation. I can’t help but think that it wasn’t too terribly long ago that I know that I saw this on television. It was at a City Council meeting similar to this. They were honoring a police officer as we are going to do here tonight. When it was over, they left chambers and the meeting was still going on when all of a sudden you could hear gun shots. They were in the parking lot. I cannot speak for anybody else up here but, I sure watched and thought wow this is pretty close. So the idea of having a patrol officer on duty and around the place during council meetings; Chief if that can be done you’ve got me on your side to do it. I concur with what you’re saying. We are living in an age when people take out their own feelings and we are all vulnerable here including those that are sitting in the audience, so point well taken and thank you very much for bringing that to light. 
Mr. Vanover: I don’t see any others so I guess I get the bat clean-up. I completely concur as Mayor Webster said, well he had first crack and I batted clean-up on that with our- then State. Rep. and I have been in contact with some of our State Reps. because in 2013 there was a bill that allowed communities to define their own rules on the CCW in public buildings and it died in Committee and I have been on to them about resurrecting that. I concur with what the Mayor said; I think that is just strictly a killing zone sign. Some of the school districts have taken upon themselves and are taking positive action. I have no problem with that. I think first and foremost if we are able to protect ourselves; I hate pulling a police officer off the street when we could use them there but you’re right times have changed. Luckily, I guess we haven’t made anybody mad enough but unfortunately, I hate to think that that is a real possibility in the days that we are living in. So the last communication that I had from State Rep. was that he was going to co-author another bill and resurrect it so we can hope and pray I guess that somebody gains some backbone because they sure gained enough backbone to come after our earnings tax and send everything through Columbus now. I don’t know, so that is where we are but I do appreciate your point on a lot of things so the Administration has heard and I saw Mr. Parham taking some notes down there, and Mr. Thamann so we will turn them loose and see where we go. 
  Mr. Parham: We will take a look at the lighting system in the parking lot.  I, too, feel that is a concern as I am here late at night from time to time.  Relative to the meetings, the meetings are public meetings there has to be access to any individual to come into the meeting; whether it is a Council meeting, a Planning Commission meeting, or perhaps a meeting of a committee.  Therefore, the doors need to have either a door person to offer opportunities for individuals to come in or they have to be unlocked.  That is the reason they are unlocked due to the expense to have someone out there as a door person.   I share that concern with you as to whether someone attempts to come in but, that is the reason for the doors always remaining open during these meetings.  

Introduction & Swearing-in of new Patrol Officer- Joseph Robers

Mayor Webster: Chief Mathis, do you want to come up and say a few words.

Chief Mathis: I appreciate you allowing us to come before you this evening. It is always my pleasure to introduce a new employee. I will be putting these on (his glasses) and taking them off. Stop laughing at me you wear them too.

Mr. Vanover: I’m wearing them. I’ve got them. 

Mrs. Harlow: Here wear mine.

Chief Mathis: Probably more fashionable than these. I would like to introduce Joe Robers to you. Joe is our newest Police Officer, we hired him last year. A little known fact, he had a choice to stay at home and go to a local Police Academy or be sent off to Columbus for 17 or 19 weeks; his wife is pregnant, he said, “Look, send me to Columbus.” You probably didn’t know that, you can talk to him later but, no Joe went off to Columbus to the State Highway Patrol Academy. I’m sure it was a hardship for him and his wife because she was pregnant at the time. They’ve got their little baby there with them but, he is back now and he has been well trained. Joe grew up here in the Cincinnati area, went to Moeller and then went to Ohio University. The last few years Joe was working as a contract employee for the FBI in Montgomery as a uniformed armed Security Officer. Just some of the people here with him tonight are his wife Emily, a school teacher for Cincinnati Public Schools and they have a daughter Lucia, who apparently was so out of control they left her somewhere, I don’t know where, probably in capable hands, with your parents. Then their newest addition, Piper and Joe’s mom, Mary is here and his father, Tom. Tom is retired Police Officer from Amberley Village, so Joe is carrying on the family tradition law enforcement there. I just wanted to introduce him tonight and let the Mayor go ahead and do the ceremonial swearing in. 
 Mayor Webster administered the Oath of Office to Joseph Robers swearing him in as a new patrol officer. Please repeat after me: I Joseph Michael Robers do solemnly swear and affirm that I will support and obey the Constitution of the United States of America, the Constitution and Laws of the State of Ohio, Charters, Laws and Ordinances for the City of Springdale and the Regulations, Orders and Procedures of the Springdale Police Department.  I will discharge the duties of the Office of Law Enforcement Officer to which I have been appointed to the best of my abilities, so help me God. Welcome. 

Patrol Officer Joseph Robers repeated the oath and was publicly sworn-in. 
Mr. Vanover: Officer Robers, this is your chance if you want to speak your mind.

Joseph Robers: I don’t really have anything to say except I am happy to be here and I will do everything I can to uphold the Law while I am here. Thank you for the opportunity. 
Mrs. Harlow: I just want to say welcome to you. We are very proud of our Police Department, and I am sure that you will be a great addition. 

Mr. Hawkins: Welcome, and congratulations to you and your wife on the arrival of Piper. As a former Princeton Viking football player, I will try not to hold against you that you are from Moeller. 

Mr. Diehl: Welcome. We are really glad to have you. You are being a part of a great team we have here in Springdale. We hope for you to be here for many, many years. Congratulations. 

Mr. Squires: Yes, welcome to Springdale. We are happy to have you, and I am looking at a very happy family back there. Would you care to tell us exactly who they are? 

Joseph Robers: On the far right is my father Tom, his wife and my stepmother, my wife Emily, my brand new daughter Piper, my mother Mary, and her husband Bill, my stepfather.

Mr. Squires: Thank you very much and all of you welcome. We are very proud of you. 

Mr. Vanover: Welcome again, you’re in an elite company. As far as I am concerned, I don’t think there is a finer force anywhere than what we’ve got, and it’s kind of nice to see some of the older guys still here and welcome the young guys that are in the back. You chose your spot well but, again welcome. This is one of the amazing things that I have always said with our city is the number of people that have been here and have spent their entire career here. I take a little pride in that, but it is the leadership. Chief Mathis is the third Chief that I have associated with and they all have taken it to a new plateau from where Springdale started. As you know policing has changed, it’s gone from the original, basically a military operation to a completely different; as a matter of fact the number of ex-military in Police ranks has dropped off significantly. We have had that conversation before. So I will say my piece, welcome, welcome to your family. We hope that you enjoy it, we are here to support you, thank you.
Ordinances and Resolutions:
- none
Old Business:
- none
New Business:
- none
Mrs. Harlow: I would like to thank the City and the Administration for allowing me and, I guess Mr. Knox and Mr. Diehl would like to be included in that; thank you for the David Allor Planning and Zoning Workshop that we attended on January 30th. It was a great workshop and I felt it was very educational and I want to thank them for allowing us to attend that. 
 

Meetings and Announcements:
 Mrs. McNear: Just a reminder to all elected officials, you received a 2014 Financial Disclosure Statement in your packet this week. Please be sure that you either file via paper or as I have been encouraging you online. The deadline is April 15th, no exceptions but, there are consequences.

 Mrs. Harlow: Planning Commission will meet on Tuesday, February 10th at 7:00p.m. in these chambers. I needed to ask if there would be anyone willing to volunteer for an O.K.I. meeting on March 12th. I will be out of town, so if anyone can attend that I would appreciate it. 
Mr. Squires:  The Springdale Board of Health will meet February 12th at 7:00p.m.
Mr. Hawkins:  Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on February 17th at 7:00 p.m. in these chambers.
Mr. Thamann: A few announcements this evening. First of all, registrations are being accepted for the fifth Citizens Police Academy hosted by our Springdale Police Department. Some of the gentlemen that were just in here this evening will be the instructors for the program. It begins March 23rd and concludes with graduation on May 18th. If you are interested please contact the Police Department for registration details. Just some of the topics that they will be going over throughout the nine week program is: issues on domestic violence, search and seizure, traffic enforcement and crash report, investigations, use of force and less than lethal force, criminal scene investigations and crime and narcotics investigations are just some of the topics that they are covering.
  Also the annual Springdale Youth Boosters Cinema Horse Races and Monte Carlo will be taking place Saturday, February 28th. The doors will open at 7:00p.m.; the first race will be at 8:00p.m. In addition to the horse races, they are also going to be having Texas Hold’em, Blackjack, 7 Card Stud and more games. The tickets are $6.00 for admission. The community center is also accepting late registrations for youth spring sports for baseball, softball, spring soccer and t-ball. They are asking you to contact the Community Center for details on that registration. Also, the Men’s Golf League; they are taking registrations for that as well as the Adult 30 and over co-ed soccer league. Again, contact the Community Center for details and registration sign-ups. I believe I have mentioned this at our last meeting; AARP is helping on tax returns for simple Federal and State returns. They are doing that on each Friday until April 10th. You can make appointments by contacting the Community Center; they are setting about one hour allotments for those. That is all I have. 
Communications from the Audience: 

- none

Update on Legislation Still in Development:                             
- none
Recap of Legislative Items Requested for next Council meeting:        - none
Mr. Parham: The only thing that I wanted to point out is the message that we do have on the Pending Legislation Report, the City offices will be closed for President’s Day on Monday, February 16th. We will reopen on Tuesday, February 17th. 
Council adjourned at 7:26p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Kathy McNear








Clerk of Council / Finance Director

Minutes Approved:

Tom Vanover, President of Council

_______________________, 2015
