City of Springdale Council

February 18, 2015


President of Council Mr. Vanover called Council to order on January 21, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. McNear provided the Invocation.
Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Harlow, Hawkins, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present.
The minutes of February 4th 2015, were considered.  Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.  Minutes were approved with seven affirmative votes. 

Committee and Official Reports

Civil Service Commission
Mr. Higgins: The Civil Service Commission met on February 5th in the conference room. All members were present along with Mr. Thamann. The minutes from the December meeting were reviewed and approved with 3-0 vote. The Commission received a report from Mr. Thamann updating the members on all open positions. The candidates for the Custodian of the Parks and Recreation Department, the Administrative Assistant in the Health Department and the Violations Bureau Clerk for the Police Department; all candidates are close to being identified. There were several correspondences between Mr. Thamann and the Commission for the positions of Violations Bureau Clerk, the Administrative Assistant with the Health Department and all correspondences were reviewed by the Commission. Finally, the Commission reviewed and approved the timeline for the hiring of an Account Clerk for the Tax Department. Applications for this position will begin being accepted on February 23rd through March 6th with testing scheduled for March 14th. The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled for March 5th at 7:00p.m. This concludes my report. 
Rules and Laws
Mr. Hawkins 
-
no report 
Finance Committee
Mr. Diehl  
-
no report
Planning Commission
Mrs. Harlow:  Planning Commission met in these chambers on February 10th , all members were in attendance. Under “Old Business”, we had signage at the Thornton’s gas station at 12185 Princeton Pike; that signage was approved with a 6-1 vote. They’re getting a pole sign with the LED gas prices, and the pole sign is going to be 25 feet which is within our code. The person who abstained did not want the pole sign to be that high. Under “New Business”, we had a minor revision to a PUD at Hooter’s restaurant at 12185 Springfield Pike. That was an exterior color and material change, so they are looking to do a total remake of the entire restaurant, inside and out. That was approved with a 7-0 vote. 
We had a Conditional Use Permit for a daycare center at 1275 East Kemper Road. This is where the old sleep disorder center was located. There are no residential neighbors in that area, it is all business, so the Committee approved this with a 7-0 vote. That would conclude my report, I would be happy to answer any questions. 

Mrs. McNear: Mrs. Harlow, That residential item; I just wondered, there is an exterminator that is right next to that facility that you just mentioned but I think the folks that own that business still live in that residence.

 Mrs. Harlow: That was not clear to us at the meeting the other day. Even if there is a resident living in that building as business/residential area; there would be no encroachment on their property. All of the setbacks were met. All we had to do was give a Conditional Use Permit, everything else was going to be going through Building Department without any Variances being requested or anything like that.  

Mrs. McNear: Ok great. Thank you.
Board of Zoning Appeals
Mr. Hawkins:  Board of Zoning Appeals met on February 17th 2015 at 7:00p.m. in these chambers.  All seven members were present. We had no matters of “Old Business” before us. We did have two matters of “New Business”; we had the owner of 12185 Princeton Pike which is the location for the Thornton’s that Mrs. Harlow referenced previously, requesting three variances; requesting a variance to allow an electronic price sign on the proposed pole sign from Section 153.523I. That was granted with a 7-0 vote with the conditions that have been set by the Committee that is reviewing the Zoning Code and what is anticipated to be the legislation that would come before Council once that Committee is finished and meeting all those guidelines. They also requested a variance regarding an increased square footage; a variance to allow total gross sign area of 239.2 square feet from Section 153.531C1B, which allows for them it would be 216.4 square feet. That was granted with a 7-0 vote. They also requested a variance to allow a directional sign to be 21 feet from the west property line at Crescentville Road entrance from section 153.531D7, which requires the directional signs to be located not less than 25 feet from the side lot and that was granted, again it is just a four foot difference, with a 7-0 vote. 
We also had the property owner of 584 West Kemper Road requesting several variances to basically subdivide the property. The applicant would have needed all of, I think four variances to subdivide the property. The first variance request was from Section 153.069A indicating a single household dwelling shall have a lot of not less than 80 feet across the front, and that was denied with a 1-6 vote; one person voting in favor, six people voting against, and so with the denial of that variance the other three variances became moot and did not rule on those that were requesting the minimum side yard setback of 10 feet did not have to be met, also requesting that the minimum area of a single household dwelling, which needed to be 2,000 square feet; they requested a variance for that. They also requested a variance to alleviate the issue of having a 400 square foot garage, and so we did not have to deal with the other three because the first one was denied. That concludes my report unless there are any questions.
  Mrs. Harlow: I just wanted to make a comment about the Committee for reviewing the Zoning Codes. We did meet last week on signage and we went over quite a bit; we spent about an hour and a half, I guess going over monument signs and pole signs, and what our current code says. At the end of the meeting it was decided that we needed to do some homework. So the gal who was facilitating our meeting sent out an email giving us locations of communities where a lot of redevelopment is being done. One in particular was Colerain Avenue, another one was over in Northern Kentucky in the Florence area around Mall Road. To go out and see what new redevelopment is doing with monument signs and whether they are allowing pole signs in their communities, if they are allowing digital signs so that we can get a better idea of what to bring to Council for recommendation. As long as I have sat on Council, I can remember all of the Planning Commission and Board of Zoning minutes being clogged with signage. It seems like that is always a major issue. So we want to try to do the best job that we can do in finding out what is out there on the market; what communities are going with and bring that for everybody to review. 
 Mr. Hawkins: Thornton’s did indicate that about 80% of their stores have gone to the digital price signing so they are trying to get everyone to go that direction. So it seems to be the wave of the future. 

 Mr. Diehl: Mrs. Harlow, what is the time table on those?

 Mrs. Harlow: On the signage?

Mr. Diehl: Yes.

Mrs. Harlow: Um, well Mr. Diehl, the package that we are looking at a total Zoning package to bring to Council. So every month our facilitator brings us a different area of our code. Just the signage, we will meet back again in one month and will start working on the signage again. In the meantime they’re tabling the signs but the facilitator is working on other areas of our code. So we are not really losing a great deal of time by taking the opportunity to go see what other neighborhoods are doing. I think we will still be on our time table for getting this to Council within the year that we started it, so probably, maybe July. Do you think that Mr. Knox?
Mr. Knox:  June was mentioned, but I don’t think that we are quite going to make that. July would be…

Mrs. Harlow: I think July would be more optimistic for that, but at that point we would have gone through every issue of our Zoning Code, and it would have been reviewed. You know the things that were prevalent 12 years ago when the code was reviewed; you know we don’t need the parking as much in certain areas because the shopping is done differently than it was then. If you look at Showcase Cinemas, that is just a huge parking lot. They don’t need that kind of parking area, and so hopefully some day they will look at redeveloping some of that parking area into office spaces or something else. Stores have changed because shopping has changed, which changes parking, which changes traffic flow. So there is a lot of things that these people that are helping us; Mrs. McBride and Elizabeth and Mr. Diehl have to take into consideration. Sometimes it’s a little bit overwhelming when you’re sitting in there thinking about all of the changes that need to be made so that is why they taking it one piece at a time. 
Mr. Vanover: And I appreciate that. 

Board of Health
Mr. Squires: The Springdale Board of Health held it’s meeting February 12th. All members were in attendance. It is to be noted that prior to the meeting, as our honored guest if you will, “The Unpredictables”; if you remember those young people that gave their skit to us. They did the same thing for the Board of Health, and they did it in these chambers. It was another strong night for them. The BOH was most appreciative of their efforts and extremely proud of the work that they have done. Many questions were asked of these young people about what they did and where they are going with it. Under “Unfinished Business” or “Old Business”, the 2015 Public Pool/Spa fee had its third and final Reading and is a Public Hearing that now becomes effective; those charges are now a part of what will be done. 
There was no “New Business” due to the fact and there was no Health Commissioner’s Report either. The Health Commissioner usually does both of those items. Under “Nuisances, Animal Bites and Food borne Illnesses”, there was a list of seventeen of those. There was one reassessment of a motel that had to be re-inspected if you will. That was done adequately. The next item and final item of business was Nurse Jean or what we refer to as “The Nurse’s Report” and in essence she talked about the influenza outbreak. Influenza activity in Ohio is still widespread, as it is in the majority of the Nation. CDC data shows that the majority of the flu illness has been caused by Influenza A, that is not the influenza protection that you got in your flu shot but it is still recommended that people do get the flu shot as it will give you some protection anyway. Nation wide there have been 61 pediatric deaths, 5 of those in Ohio. Ebola is still making the news even though you don’t hear about it as much but, screening is continued to be on travelers from New Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone; both before passengers are allowed to board the plane to leave and for 21 days after they arrive in the United States. Measles, you’ve heard a lot about that. The continued outbreak of measles, the CDC seems to think that that is due in large part to the number of parents that have not had their children vaccinated; it is highly contagious and can be dangerous to certain people. Healthy U Diabetes Self Management Program is going to be continued and will be from February 19th through March 26th. It will be at the Community Center from 1:00-3:30p.m. and so far they have twelve signed up for that. As a last note, the mammography van in 15 Minutes could really save your life on this. So the Mercy Health Mobile Mammography Van will be at the Springdale Community Center lot March 24th 2015 from 1:00-3:30p.m. You are advised to call to make an appointment for that, this number should be 686-3300 to schedule your appointment for that. We hope a lot of Springdale citizens will take advantage of that procedure. Mr. President that will conclude my report. 
Public Utilities
Mrs. Emerson 
- 
no report
Public Relations
Mr. Hawkins
-
no report
Capital Improvements
Mrs. Emerson
-
no report
Public Welfare, Safety, & Education
Mr. Diehl 

-
no report
Housing Board
Mr. Squires
-
no report
Public Works
Mr. Squires
-
no report
O-K-I

Mrs. Harlow:  O.K.I. met on February 12th and I was in attendance at that meeting. One of the issues that were discussed again, as always was funding for the bridge. This meeting was in the morning and we were told that if this was not brought into Legislation by the summer of 2015 it would be 2017 before another would be introduced to Kentucky’s Legislation because of the way they cycle their legislator and they are actually seated and doing work. I heard on the radio Thursday afternoon that a bill was introduced. So hopefully we will be able to get some funding and see where this goes. There was an article in the Tri-County Press today, it was an opinion, and someone wrote in and said, “We could afford to build bridges and roads in Iraq, but we couldn’t afford to build them in our country”. I thought how true that was. We need to be thinking about that. There will also be a conference on freight in September of 2015, which I have volunteered to work at that. As you recall the Port Authority of Cincinnati has gained a lot of acreage along the Ohio River, I think it is up to 126 miles that they now have along the Ohio River. I think that this conference in Cincinnati is going to be really important for the Board of Cincinnati. They are hoping to get freight coming up out of New Orleans. They do have an agreement that; I don’t know if it has been signed yet, but it has been written with the Port of New Orleans so that some of the freight can be shipped from New Orleans up to Cincinnati, which is going to be jobs for our area and for the region. So I think that is going to be something meaningful and be worth volunteering at. 
Back to I guess the road taxes and the gas tax; they said that when the gas tax falls short of the funds needed to maintain the infrastructure, then the funds are taken out of the general funds. The gas tax would need to be increased anywhere from 13-20 cents per gallon just to get back to the funds needed, not to include funds for improvement of bridges and roads. So the people at O.K.I. who are meeting with people in Washington and people in Columbus are really pushing for tax reform so that we can get the much needed infrastructure done to our roads and our bridges. I want to mention that the next meeting is March the 12th at 10:30p.m. and I will not be able to attend that meeting so if there is anyone at Council who could step in, I would appreciate it. That would conclude my report.

Mr. Vanover: You said 10:30p.m.? 

Mrs. Harlow: I’m sorry a.m.

Mr. Vanover: Mrs. Harlow, on that freight conference, is that strictly river traffic or all freight?

Mrs. Harlow: No it’s going to be all freights. It was going to be in Columbus this year and Cincinnati put in a bid for it to be in our area next year. 

Mr. Squires: Mrs. Harlow, I appreciate the comment that you made about the infrastructure of the country because it is in dire need of some work. Just in Hamilton County alone you got sewer system here that is way out of date. Whether we like it or not, the increase for taxes some place is going to have to happen in order to facilitate this work. There isn’t a State in the Union that isn’t hurting a bit on this. Summer travel comes around and you see nothing but orange barrels and you wonder if they’ve done the job right the first time they wouldn’t have to do it again, but it seems to me that is the way it always is. I really, firmly believe in the work O.K.I. is talking about on this. 
There is going to have to be an increase in taxes on gasoline or it’s going to have to come some place else because this country; we have to have support there. It is going to catch up with us terribly if we don’t do it, already, we are having bridges falling down and we just can’t continue at this pace.
Mrs. Harlow: Well I think the bottom line is, no matter where the money comes from; it first comes from our pocket. Whether it is a tax reform or toll or some other way of funding, the money comes from our pocket and I think I have been really fortunate to be on the O.K.I., I wasn’t really looking forward to it when I took that assignment but I think I learned a lot and I hope to learn a lot more. So I appreciate the opportunity to serve on that Board.

Mr. Squires: Mrs. Harlow, and members of Council, and members of the audience out there; tax reform is a wonderful thing if it happens but don’t hold your breath on it. 

Mr. Vanover: Just as soon as this global warming’s over with.

Mayor’s Report


Mayor Webster: Mr. President, I have no official report except for that I have a comment. When I hear tax reform, I hear tax increase. Thank you.
Clerk of Council/Finance Director
Mrs. McNear: Just one comment as a reminder to all Elected Officials to please ensure that you file your Financial Disclosure, so I will continue to remind everyone until the 15th when these are due. 
Administrator’s Report
Mr. Parham
- 
no report
Law Director’s Report
Mr. Forbes
-
no report
Engineer’s Report
Mr. Shvegzda:  The West Kemper Road Project; the contractor has completed the installation of the storm sewer on the north side of the road. On the south side they ran into some issues/ some conflicts with sanitary laterals that we did not have the information from MSD initially. MSD has gone out there, has acquired the information, they have given us that now. We are in the process of looking to see what adjustments will be possible to miss as many of the laterals as possible to the west there. That concludes my report. 
Mr. Knox: Do you have any idea when they are going to start the work on Northland Boulevard?
Mr. Shvegzda: Is that the project in Forest Park?

Mr. Knox: Yes.

Mr. Shvegzda: I believe this spring. Some of the signal work may start even earlier than that. 

Mr. Knox: It can’t be too soon. Thank you.

Communications
-
none

Communications from the Audience         

Dan Comer: I own the Boulevard and am also the trustee of the property at 330 Northland Boulevard in North Town Plaza. I received a letter from the City regarding signage at the Boulevard; it says that I am not in compliance. This has come as somewhat of a shock to me because the signs have been there for forty years. It is a little surprising that all of a sudden I’m not in compliance with the Code. The letter that I got is somewhat; well I really don’t understand it. I started to say misleading but I don’t think that is the right word.
 I don’t understand; the Boulevard is a tavern, we are open until 2:30 in the morning. There is a short knee wall probably 16” high, and some windows with some 4’x4’s that go through. Some of you may be familiar with it. Most of you are, I know Doyle is. It’s been a long time since I have been here and you’re the only one I know (referring to Mayor Webster). I have always had signage across the bottom of it. One of them says “open from such and such”, and there is a couple of other ones there. The main reason for the signage is, since we are open at night, it really doesn’t effect other businesses like it does mine because we are open at 10,11,12 o’clock at night; the other business are closed and are home going to bed by then. As you get traffic that is pulling in to park and you’re sitting in there and all of a sudden you feel like they got the spotlight in your eye. So the lower part of that, I have always had boards with some signage on them. I don’t understand, unless there has been a big change to the Code after forty years when all of a sudden I’m not in compliance. The letter that I got is really not definitive or clear enough for me to understand what they’re saying. Is it the total area? 
I think signage used to be calculated on the total frontage of the premise. That being the case, I used to have two other tall windows that went all the way out and they were about 8’x3.5’, somewhere around there and I painted them black. It kept light from shining through the window. However, when the weather got warm, all of a sudden I got cracks in these windows which didn’t make much sense. I figured somebody threw a rock at them or something. I talked to some engineers and they said that painting the windows causes it to crack, so I replaced those two windows with an aluminum covered fiber board. Prior to this, forty years ago, that has always been considered part of the frontage of the premise. Then all of a sudden this letter comes along and says that you’re allowed 25 feet and it’s only allowed so much per window.
 I don’t know, if I take those out right I don’t think I’ll have any customers, so I’ll have something for rent. After forty some years down there, we have been there a long time in the same place right. This really came as somewhat of a surprise to me. I know that there is a Mexican grocery next door that’s got signs hanging all over, since I also manage the property right, you know there is a fellow that comes through about once a week and tears down all these signs down, takes them out and throws them in the dumpster. You know, so, I could see that not being really what any of us would want because this is the City of Springdale. 
But, if I have to take these signs out of the windows, I don’t know what the solution is to keep the light from shining in and I don’t understand how much signage I can have. It used to be, you could have 10% of the store front area. That being the case, it is 40 feet frontage, 10 feet of it; I get 400 feet of signage space. I think that would be applicable amount that would apply to the regulation as it used to be right. 
I’m just wondering if I can get some clarification on this, that you may suggest. I am open to suggestions; business is not good enough I can afford to run people off with shining light in their eyes needless to say. I don’t think anybody is, so if you give me any input for this, really as to how it’s calculated and what I have here; I really don’t understand. I’m not the brightest guy in town, but I am not the dumbest either. It goes on to say somewhere in here, it’s the special event signs. I don’t know what a special event sign is; the sign has been up forty years. It’s not a special event right; it’s something that happens seven days a week for the last forty years. Basically, I just want to know what I can and can’t do. I’m not hard to get along with. I used to be like some of you younger fellows in here; silver blondes. I would just like some direction on what to do and explain why I have these signs anyway. 
Mayor Webster: Let me, I think you hit the nail on the head. The thing that has brought this  issue to a head if you will, are these signs in these store fronts and we’ve got them up and down Route 4, we’ve got them on Northern Boulevard. To be honest with you, we probably should have been more stricter in our enforcement of those, but we try to bend over backwards especially to the small business guy, to not burden him with anymore regulations than what we have to but I think that in doing that we have let some situations develop. Right now it’s just an eye sore, and the grocery store that you referenced is one of them. We’ve got another one up on Route 4, we’ve got, well I’m not going to sit here and name all of the businesses but what we did was asked the City Administrator to put together a plan and give the businesses some time to comply with this.

First off to create an inventory of which ones were in violation, and so there was a list of what I think was about forty business that were in violation of what the present code says. So we sent those forty businesses a letter; you being one of them, saying that you had six weeks to bring them into compliance. I think they sent, or maybe they enclosed a copy of the ordinance. To be honest with you Danny I have not seen the letter, but anyway we sent all forty businesses a letter saying, you know, here is the code, here is what you have to comply with and you got six weeks to do that before we would issue any citations. Now, like I said the thing that brought it to our focus was these eight by ten sheets just taped to the, you know, completely obliterating any view into the business. I think there is a 25% limitation on that, no more than 25% of the total area of the window.
Danny, just hearing you stand here and explaining your situation, I think you have a totally different situation than what we are trying to address but I think that where we get into problems in trying to enforce the code is if we just selectively knock on the Mexican grocery store and look around and see that there is other people, if you want to interpret the code are in violation also. I think we can’t selectively enforce the thing, so unfortunately some people, yourself probably being one of them get caught in this net so I think that is the one’s we need to take a look at. I’m assuming this is something that could even go to the BZA on Derrick, Jeff, is that correct? If you’ve got a unique situation there that we can’t distinguish a difference in the enforcement of the Code then what you can do then is go before the Board of Zoning Appeals and ask for a special variance on that sign. I think what you need to do Danny is contact the Building Department and ask for one of the inspectors because I think Randy wrote that letter. Have him come down and explain to him exactly what you got and see because I know you have some extenuating circumstances. 
Your situation is not what this is trying to address. So call Randy, ask him to come down and take a look and explain your situation. It’s one of those things where, Council writes the rules, Council, maybe not this Council but, a Council sometime in the past has passed an ordinance saying that you can only block 25% of the window space and so then someone has to enforce that. Like I said, we’ve probably been negligent in strict enforcement of that to the point that we have allowed some situations to develop that now I think everybody agrees is really an eye sore in the community and we are trying to clean it up. 
Mr. Comer: I think everybody would be happy if we got rid of all of those pieces of paper and all the rest of that crap that is down through there. 

Mayor Webster: I think we all feel that way. 

Mr. Comer: It’s always been a good place by the people that’s occupied it, but I guess the people that’s in there now have a different way of doing it where they come from then we do where we are. Which, I can’t fault them for, but what works one place doesn’t work all over, and believe me I got a guy that goes out there twice a week and tears all that crap off the outside. So nothing would make me happier if they would put a bulletin board inside their window for what their specials are.

Mayor Webster: So you see the same thing that our inspectors are seeing, but I urge you to give Randy a call and have him come down and take a look at to see if there is something unique about yours that wouldn’t apply. If it isn’t and you still have to apply or comply with that letter than I urge you take the issue before the Board of Zoning Appeals and see if you can state your case there. 
Mr. Comer: Thank you all for your time, it was nice seeing and meeting all of you. Oh my goodness, it’s been at least 10, 12 years (laughing). 

Mayor Webster: See you were talking about that special event sign Danny. You know forty years ago before you opened you should have applied for one of those special event signs that last forty years (laughing). 

Mr. Comer: I don’t even know if there was a Council here forty years ago (laughing). Thank you, you all have a wonderful evening.

Mayor Webster: Ok thanks Danny.

Mr. Parham: Just to add; there are buildings and there is signage that is permanent signage that is fixed to the structure. The special event signage is temporary signs. The ones you may see someone put into the windows for UDF selling their ice cream at special prices; something of that nature, what you see at the grocery store and other places. So what the Code says is each business receives 25% of their coverage of the wall of that particular window, not the aggregate. If you have a window on three sides of your building, it is not 25% of the aggregate, but it is 25% of each of those walls. At the same time the inspector does put in the letter that if you have questions, if you would like to meet with him, if you would like for him to come out there should be language in that letter that suggests that you contact him, he will come out and meet with you. There has been a number of business owners that have called him, he has met with some, he has talked to others on the phone to address the issue, so he is always available if you need to talk to him. At the same time, I stand corrected; I think it is the Planning Commission; they would appeal that process through instead of BZA because of the business.  It’s probably part of the PUD.
Mr. Vanover: Yes, PUD, exactly what I was going to say. 

Mayor Webster: It’s the PUD, yeah. 

Mrs. Harlow: I think Planning Commission probably started this issue. We had a store come in with a paint issue; they had painted a color that was not allowable in the PUD. That was one of the things that was brought up while they were here; was the amount of signage that they had in their window. I checked back about three months later and it hadn’t been addressed and I brought it to Mr. McErlane’s attention. My issue on having all of those signs up, not only does it not look good; I felt that it was a safety issue. If something is going on in the store and our police officers have to respond, they can’t see through some of those signs and to me that was kind of like a safety issue as well, but also it tends to get junked up really really quickly. 

Dan Comer: So if I put those signs down here, it shouldn’t… unless you have a little itty bitty police officer (laughing). The signs are only about 20” inches up, so you shouldn’t have any problem seeing in there. Plus they can look in the front door to see if we have any trouble believe me there will be somebody waiting at the door for help.
Mr. Vanover: Thank you.

Eric Comer: Dan is my father. I’m the managing partner of the bar and involved in some of the real estate. I know this issue has been discussed a lot, and I know you guys have some other concerns; I just have two very quick questions. You mentioned something about looking at signage in different areas of redevelopment; are you guys anticipating changes to the signage code and if that is the case is there a mechanism where business might have an input with that or who would we speak to where everybody could get something we could agree on or businesses altogether?  You had mentioned looking at businesses in other areas and I think that’s a great idea. So if there is any input that we might have or how can we have that?
Mrs. Harlow: We will be addressing all the signage issues as well as all the other issues of our zoning code and again we’ve been doing this for months now with Mr. Knox, myself, Mr. Nienaber and Ms. Carolyn Ghantous. We meet and we go over one section of the Code at a time as I stated we will be looking at signage. The signage is basically for redevelopment or for development purposes. We will be addressing the entire Zoning Code package at a Council meeting probably in July. That is certainly open to citizen input.
Mayor Webster: I think we have a mandatory Public Hearing. There would be a Public Hearing. 

Mrs. Harlow: Current Businesses would not be required to address their signage. If you have had a neon sign or a pole sign or a monument sign that you’ve had on your business for many, many years; what we are developing is going forward, we are not going to be coming back and looking at our businesses and say well you have to change your signage because our code, you know, you’re going to be grandfathered in. 

Erin Comer: Ok have you given any thought or maybe an idea where you could have a Committee and maybe some other businesses could be there.

Mrs. Harlow: There will be a Public Hearing.

Erin Comer: It’s just a hearing itself? Or work group?

Mrs. Harlow: No it won’t be a work group; it will be a Public Hearing. It will probably be in July; that is what our goal is. There will be notices in the paper about it. Anytime we have a public hearing, we have to do advertising for the Public Hearing and we would welcome the business input, absolutely, but again this is going to impact businesses that are doing redevelopment or development not existing. Now if you were going to take your sign down and put a new sign up; it would probably impact you. 

Erin Comer: Exactly. Ok thank you.

Mr. Vanover: Well actually, during that Public Hearing, because we have to have two readings so there will essentially be two nights of Public Hearing. We will separate them two weeks apart. At that point in time, you are more than welcome; it will be opened up just like this was here for public comment/ discussion. If there is something that is not right, we realize something, we will kick it back to either Planning or whatever until we get it right because this is; signage has always been, I’ve sat on Planning Commission for 18 years and if there was a fight its about signage. You know, quite honestly, that is always the stickler. So I agree, actually it was kind of in the beginning when we started this that it was time to relook at technology has changed. The days of the paper signs, you know in the windows, I remember the grocery store years ago when they changed everything, but that’s all a completely different world now. Keep an eye out, and like I said right now the target is July but there will be notification in the paper advertising a Public Hearing and you are more than welcome to come in and add input to it. Thank you.
Ordinances and Resolutions


-
none
Old Business
Mayor Webster: Since we are talking about signs and Zoning Codes, the topic of the evening here; I didn’t hear any mention of electronic signs. I know that has been a real form of contention for several years. Is there going to be some special attention given to that section of the Code?

Mrs. Harlow: There is. Again, and that is another reason that we have been charged with going out and doing homework and looking to see what other communities are doing, and when I say looking to see what other communities are doing I am not saying that Springdale needs to do what other communities are doing. We have never been a follower; we’ve always been a leader here in the marketing of Springdale in our retail district. I think what we are looking for is to see what the industry standards are because when we are looking at attracting new companies coming into Springdale, quite often those companies have a marketing brand that they have to live up to in order to be a distributer or store front. That corporate office already has a marketing brand and a signage brand that they want that store to have to be easily recognizable, to be part of their package; their branding package. This is something that we need to be looking at because technology has changed, what was state of the art ten years ago is old now. Again, we are not looking to be a follower, we just want to see what is out there because when I drive around a community I am not really always looking at the signs to see if it is a monument sign, how tall it is, what kind of landscaping it has around it. Those are the kind of issues we need to be looking at so that when we go back to Committee and they bring all of these issues forward we have at least got some knowledge of what we’ve seen out there. I think that you could bring us photos all day long but it is really important I think for us to get out and drive the streets and see what they are doing. It wouldn’t do any good to go up to Liberty Way because Liberty Way is a brand new development. We need to be looking in areas that are doing redevelopment because that is what Springdale is going to be doing. 
We’ve got quite a few new projects that are going on right now and signage is going to be a big issue on those projects and as more redevelopment happens and as more pieces of property are updated we want to make sure that we can work with the business community when they come in to our plan, we want to make it a smooth transition for them. We don’t want road blocks set up where they are going to have to jump through all these hoops in order to meet the needs of their corporate backer and meet the needs of the City of Springdale but we still want to have standards. 
We want to have some control over where the signs are placed, how tall they are, if it is a monument sign, if it is a pole sign and to be real truthful on Planning Commission; there is a lot of tension about the different types of signs. There are some people on there that believe that pole signs should not be allowed in the City of Springdale at all. I think maybe in some instances we need pole signs because the lay of the land, if it is a topographical area or situation where a monument sign isn’t going to be visible or it’s not going to do the business any good then we need to look at that. So there is a lot that goes into it so we will definitely be looking at digital, we will definitely be looking at what technology is coming down the road so that our Zoning package will last for a little while. We’ve gotten about twelve years out of our last Zoning package and I don’t anticipate that we will get twelve years out of this new one because of the way technology is changing and the way that the companies, like Tri-County Mall; they are looking at phase I they’ve already brought into Planning Commission. That is going to have some out parcels with restaurants on it. Phase II, they are looking at opening the stores to the parking lot, so you won’t go into the main store entrance and wander the mall, it’s going to be more like a destination type shopping. So those stores are going to need their own individual signs, and so signage is going to be one of the biggest issues that I think the Zoning Review Committee as well as Council and Planning Commission has to look at coming forward. But, as long as you are grandfathered in on your big sign you are good to go. 

Mr. Vanover: I just want to offer a tip of the hat to the road crews out there, did an outstanding job. I have a special tip of the hat to the young man who did our cul-de-sac and he went over and above making sure that he didn’t bury any of our driveways when he came through and I greatly appreciate that. He is Chris Miller; I went out and talked to him because I was moving my beast of a truck to give them more room to turn around down there. So as always I get compliments and inquires from people. I’m sure we all hear it, for the guys that have been out running hard and fast; I appreciate everything you have done. The guys in blue, one of our reps back there, they’ve been burning the midnight oil keeping everybody safe, so we definitely appreciate that, you make us look very good.   



New Business

Kathy McNear: Council you do have a request for a liquor license. This is a new item for La Union LLC at 316 Northland Boulevard. This is a new license for a C1, C2. C1 is beer only in original sealed containers for carry out only until 1:00a.m. and C2 is wine and certain prepackaged mixed drinks in sealed containers for carry out only until 1:00a.m. Is there any discussion or concerns.
Mrs. Harlow: Mrs. McNear, what is the; I don’t recognize that name, what is the… do we know?

Mrs. McNear: I don’t know that the business is. 

Mr. Vanover: Are there any objections? I hear none.

Mrs. McNear: I will file the paperwork. Thank you. 

Meetings and Announcements
Mr. Squires: The Springdale Board of Health will meet March 12th at 7:00p.m. in the meeting room adjacent to these chambers. 

Mr. Hawkins: Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on March 17th at 7:00p.m. in these chambers.

Mrs. Harlow: Planning Commission will meet on March 10th at 7:00p.m. in these chambers, March 11th at 4:00p.m. Planning Review will meet in the conference room and March 12th at 10:30a.m. is the O.K.I. Meeting. Thank you.

Mr. Thamann: A couple items I mentioned at the last meeting and I will mention them again is the Police Department’s Citizen’s Police Academy they will be hosting. That begins March 23rd, they are taking interested residents for the classes; it lasts for nine weeks, if you’re interested please call the Police Department and get the details from them. They would be happy to accommodate you in the class. Also, the Springdale Youth Boosters Monte Carlo and Cinema Horse Racing event will take place Saturday, February 28th; doors open at 7:00p.m., first race is at 8:00p.m. This supports the Springdale Youth Boosters and admission is $6.00 and includes some drink tickets. For information call the Community Center. On one final note, the Records Commission will meet Wednesday, March 4th at 6:30p.m. in the administrative conference room. 

Mr. Squires: In regarding Mr. Thamann’s announcement regarding the Citizen’s Police Academy; I think there are three of us on this Council that have taken that. My personal recommendation is that as many of you take it as possible. It is well worth your while, well worth your time and you will learn an awful lot about the things that you may have just taken for granted. I would highly recommend it. Thank you.  
Communications from the Audience                                -         none
Executive Session

Mrs. Emerson made a motion for Council to go into Executive Session as a Committee of the whole to discuss personnel issues; Mr. Squires seconded. Council came out of Executive Session at 9:10p.m.
Update on Legislation Still in Development
Mr. Hawkins: We had no matters of legislation this evening.
Recap of Legislative Items Requested for next Council meeting
Mr. Hawkins: I have no items requested as legislation for the next Council meeting.
Council adjourned at 9:10 p.m.
                                                                                 Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                  Kathy McNear

                                                                     Clerk of Council/ Finance Director

Minutes Approved:

Tom Vanover, President of Council

_____________________, 2015
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