City of Springdale Council

March 4, 2015


President of Council Mr. Vanover called Council to order on March 4, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Harlow, Hawkins, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present.
The minutes of February 18, 2015 were considered.  Mr. Knox made a motion to adopt; Mr. Squires seconded. Minutes were approved with seven affirmative votes. 

Communications
Mrs. McNear:  I have two Items this evening. The first one is from Maple Knoll Meadows, Episcopal Retirement Homes Affordable Living LLC at 3870 Virginia Avenue, Cincinnati 45227. 
The purpose of this letter is to apprise your office that the Episcopal Retirement Homes Affordable Living LLC and MKV, Inc. plan to be the co-general partners of a residential rental development located in or within one- half mile radius of your political jurisdiction, and has submitted an application to utilize the multifamily funding programs of the Ohio Housing Finance Agency (OHFA) for the development of this property.
 Maple Knoll Village is a substantial rehab of an existing HUD 202 senior project located in the Cincinnati suburb of Springdale, Ohio. The project will consist of 149 one-bedroom, one-bathroom units located in two buildings. The target population will be seniors over the age of 55 with incomes below 60% of Area Median Income. Services will be provided by Episcopal Retirement Homes Affordable Living LLC.
 The proposed redevelopment/ development will be financed with: Low Income Housing Tax credits, assumption of the existing first mortgage, Housing Development Loan Program, a seller note, and deferred developer fee. 
We do have a right to submit comments. If we do have some, we can submit those to the agents regarding the proposed projects impact on the community and that objection to the project must be submitted in writing and signed by the majority of the voting members of the legislative body. Comments must be submitted in 30 days of this notice and received by the agency within 45 days of the notice. We can send that notification to Mr. Douglas A. Garver, Executive Director of the Ohio Housing Finance Agency at 57 East Main Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215. That was signed by Doug Chambers, Director of Real Estate and Facilities Management, 3870 Virginia Avenue, Cincinnati 45247. 
Second Item is from the Board of Election and this is a notification that the 2014 Financial Disclosure Statements required to be filed in 2015. That is due on April 15th. You will also hear this notification coming from every Council Meeting through April 15th. Please get those turned in as soon as possible. That concludes the items for this evening. 
Communications from the Audience
          -         

none

Ordinances and Resolutions                                      -                         none

Old Business                                                              -                         none

New Business
Mr. Parham: If you recall during the budget season as we were reviewing the budget there was one particular line item in the Police Department on “Weapons.”  I think one of the questions raised was why in 2015 we had a budget of $4700.00 versus what we spent in 2014 (about $600.00 above).  At that time, I explained that Smith & Wesson (gun manufacturer) has a program in which they have offered to law enforcement agencies that they would sell you new handguns and take as trade-in your old handguns.  As a result, we would like to request legislation to dispose of forty-three (43) 9mm handguns as part of a purchase.  We will purchase 43 brand new Smith & Wessons handguns along with 29 additional magazine clips. Included with each one of the handguns there will be three sets of magazines.  As mentioned above, we are going to purchase twenty-nine (29) additional magazines. 
We have some officers that serve in special events such as the S.W.A.T. Team and so forth that require additional magazines.  We have other magazine clips that we are just going to keep on hand for training purposes.  Just to give you some idea as to the cost implications of this process.  Again in the budget, we had $4775.  The cost per new handgun is $382.00.  They are offering as a trade-in, $275.  So in essence, we would be paying $107 per handgun. I am not sure we can beat that anywhere for those of you who purchase guns.  The magazines are $17.95 each for a total cost for the magazines to be $520.  Instead of our total expense being $16,435.75, our expense would be a total of $5,132.30.  The actual vendor would be Vance’s Outdoors - Law Enforcement.  They are out of Columbus, Ohio.  We currently purchase some of our handguns and other items for the Department from Vance’s as well.  Again, we are requesting this legislation for the next meeting.  I want to give you just one additional bit of information.  Because over time, we continue to accumulate things and stuff throughout the organization, I have asked the Department Directors to compile a list of items for the City to consider disposing of through a process.  We have items still sitting in places they have been for quite some time.  In fact, some directors have a tendency to bring items here and store them in some of our storage areas.  So we are now gathering this list.  The plan is to come to you in the very near future with a list of items to ask your approval to dispose of them.  We will use some of the online auction opportunities, some flexibility in getting rid of those items, but everything that has a value will go through that process. 
Mr. Hawkins: Do you need an emergency clause?

Mr. Parham: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Hawkins: Thank you.

Mr. Squires: Mr. Parham, I assume those are still 9mm is that right?
Mr. Parham: Yes, Sir.  In fact, what the Chief says to me is that once we trade those in then Vance’s or Smith & Wesson will offer the officer the opportunity to purchase his or her weapon back probably at that cost plus taxes and a small additional fee.  So they all have the option to do it. 

Mr. Squires: Thank you. Second question if you don’t mind.  Do you have any idea or feel for how this weather is affecting our budget.

Mr. Parham: I could give you some information on that as well.  To date, we have spent in total over the approximate 14 snow incidents we have had, not counting today and through March 2nd, about $140,000.  That amount covers salaries as well as materials used.  We have used approximately 1,430 tons of salt, about 3,550 gallons of calcium, and in salaries we have spent just under $30,000 or so.  Of course, we have the present storm. 

Mr. Squires: And they are still busy tonight.

Mr. Parham: Yes.

Mr. Squires: Well I know that I can speak for all of Council and probably all of the people of Springdale; the Public Works, Jeff Agricola and his crew just do a magnificent job.  We say it every year but I don’t think we can say it enough so they need to know that.
Mr. Parham: Thank you, I’m sure they appreciate it.  As we have discussions with the Director and the Assistant Director, we try to share that message.  I know last year, we had them here for recognition at one of your meetings.  Later, I decided to just simply treat them to pizza to show our appreciation for their efforts. They do an outstanding job for us. 

Mr. Squires: They certainly do. Thank you.

Mr. Parham: I also just want to point out, that we do have about 500 tons of salt yet to be purchased under this contract.  Right now, we are fine.  We probably have in our current balance just over 1,500 tons so that will get us to 2,000 and hopefully that will get us through the rest of this season. 

Mr. Vanover: Any indication on what the potential price on salt will be next year?

Mr. Parham: No, not really. We are scheduled to begin looking to partner with the City of Forest Park once again.  We believe that the rates will increase.  Currently, our rate this year is $76.88 per ton.  Last year it was about $53.00 per ton.  We do anticipate the number will increase again.  At this point, we have not seen any bids on salt.

Mr. Vanover: Just a question; the Smith & Wessons, are those the M&P Series?

Mr. Parham: I have no idea; I am not the gun guy. All I know, they are 9mm. 

Mr. Vanover: And they are black right (laughing).

Meetings and Announcements

Mr. Squires:  The Springdale Board of Health will have its meeting on Thursday, March 12th at 7:00 pm in the room adjoining these chambers.

Mr. Hawkins:  Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on March 17th at 7:00 p.m. in these chambers.
Mrs. Harlow:  Planning Commission will meet on March 10th, 7:00p.m. in these chambers. Planning Review Board will meet on March 11th at 4:00p.m. in the conference room adjoining these chambers and O.K.I. is March 12th at 10:30a.m. and Mr. Knox has agreed to attend that meeting in my absence, thank you.
Communications from the Audience
-  none
Update on Legislation Still in Development
Mr. Hawkins:  We had no matters of legislation this evening. We do have Item II forthcoming with regard to an agreement with Clark Schaefer Hackett for professional accounting services. We also have Item III, an ordinance regarding temporary special event banners also forthcoming. 
Recap of Legislative Items Requested for next Council meeting.
Mr. Hawkins:  There are two; an ordinance authorizing the Mayor and Clerk of Council/ Finance Director to enter into an agreement with Clark Schaefer Hackett for professional accounting services for audits for year-end 2014 through year-end 2018 and declaring an emergency as well as a request from legislation to dispose of 43-9mm handguns and purchase 43-9mm handguns and 29 magazine clips from Vance’s with an emergency clause.
Council adjourned at 7:13 p.m.










Respectfully submitted,










Kathy McNear









Clerk of Council/Finance Director

Minutes Approved:

Tom Vanover, President of Council

_______________________, 2015
