City of Springdale Council

March 18, 2015


 President of Council Mr. Vanover called Council to order on March 18, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. McNear provided the Invocation.
Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Harlow, Hawkins, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present.
The minutes of March 4, 2015 were considered. Mr. Hawkins noted one correction - changing and to an on page three, last paragraph.  Mr. Hawkins made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.  Minutes were approved as amended with seven affirmative votes. 
Committee and Official Reports

Civil Service Commission
Mr. Higgins
-
no report
Rules and Laws
Mr. Hawkins 
-
no report 
Finance Committee
Mr. Diehl  
-
no report
Planning Commission
Mrs. Harlow
-
Tabled
Board of Zoning Appeals

Mr. Hawkins: No report, but I would like to apologize to residents that came to the meeting last night. I don’t know if the website had been updated and so I apologize for those that did come and didn’t know that we didn’t have a meeting.

Board of Health

Mr. Squires: There will be a report. This is a report from the Board of Health meeting from March 12th; there was one Board member absent but this was prearranged. The minutes of the February 12th meeting were approved and read in to the record. Under old business, there are two positions in the Health Department that must be filled. One of course is that of an Administrative Assistant, it is the understanding that the applicant for this position has been chosen and been given time to notify her employer of the change and should be on duty very soon. The second position is that of a new Health Commissioner, this is an ongoing process. The Administration has set deadlines for applications and will soon be conducting interviews once background checks have been completed. The number of applications for this position for our city is going to be limited because the Health Commissioner in the City of Springdale must be a licensed Sanitarian and not all applicants or not all who want to be will meet the criteria. So our city is somewhat unique in that. Once the final two or three applicants have been selected several Board Members have indicated they would like to take part in the selection process. This whole process should take several weeks and we are looking perhaps in May, maybe a little earlier.
Under new business, there was none. The Health Commissioner’s Report, since we don’t have a Health Commissioner we used the services of our Assistant City Administrator; he did a very commendable job for that. It is to be noted that the nuisances, animal bites and food borne illnesses totaled only six for the past month and that is a very low number. The second portion of this section was an examination of the published 2014 Health Department Annual Report. One thing that should be noted is, is that the Accreditation process for the Springdale Department of Health is continuing. It should be noted that all Health Departments in Ohio must meet this requirement by the year 2020. Under the Public Health Nurse’s Report, it is to be noted by Nurse Jean that Ebola is not in the news as much but it is still a threat. Screenings from traveler from New Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone continue both before passengers are allowed to board and for twenty-one days after arrive in the United States. As of February 25,, 2015, there were 22 travelers being monitored in the state of Ohio. A number of these are from Hamilton and Warren County that is from the report, the number I do not know it has to be more or equal to one obviously. 
Mr. Squires (continued): It is to be noted that the flu season is not over. Soon a vaccine will be available for the coming flu season and all citizens are advised to take this precaution. The Children’s Health Fair is on board, Sharonville is going to take part in this and it is scheduled for May 15th at Springdale Community Center from 8:00-1:30. Unless there are questions from Council, that will conclude the report. 
Mayor Webster:  Just to add some numbers to Mr. Squires, I think we had sixteen applicants for the Health Commissioner and that’s been screened down to nine and so Management Partners is in the process of obtaining additional information from those nine candidates and then they will proceed to interview those and send all of this to us at that point. So it’s moving along. 
Public Utilities
Mrs. Emerson 
- 
no report
Public Relations
Mr. Hawkins
-
no report
Capital Improvements
Mrs. Emerson
-
no report
Public Welfare, Safety, & Education
Mr. Diehl 

-
no report
Housing Board
Mr. Squires
-
no report
Public Works
Mr. Squires
-
no report
O-K-I
Mr. Knox: My apologies, I didn’t get to the meeting until thirteen minutes after it started even though I left my house one hour before the meeting was supposed to start; an unforeseen 18-wheeler and car accident. When I got there, the main things that came up that would be of interest to people was there are several changes in the method of computing air quality that is going to start on October 1st of this year including the name of the program. The Smog Alert Program will become known as the Air Quality Advisory and may become year-round instead of just during the summer. The basis for measurement is the amount of particulate matter in the air; parts per billion. The current measure is 75PPB but either 70 or even 65 has been proposed. The 70PPB number would increase the amount of days with air quality alerts five times compared with previous years. The 65PPB figure would generate sixteen times the alerts including some winter days. Of course compliance with the program is still voluntary. Thank God. The Chamber of Commerce of 260 cities including Cincinnati have sent a letter to Congress proposing a fast-forward bond program for long-term funding of roads and public transportation improvements. The proposal included language that would give more local control over funds. Currently, local entities only have control over 10% of the funds, which seems that local discretion should be recognized. Last but not least, if you go to www.oki.org , you will find there a link to a solar map; with this solar map you can look at your house and how much sunlight hits your house and they have computed the potential savings; dollar-wise if you go to solar. So again, that is www.oki.org and look for the solar symbol. That concludes my report.
Mayor’s Report


Mayor Webster:  Just a couple of items, this past Monday we had a Princeton Mayor’s breakfast the topic of conversation was the Governor’s proposed budget. You are going to be hearing a lot more about this probably some of the school board will be in attendance, they are probably going to approach us to pass some resolutions in support of not implementing the budget. Right now it’s somewhat in the state of flux because they only thing that we/ they have is the Governor’s proposed budget, and so it’s still in committee but if the Governor has his way the personal property tax will go from $16.1M, let me back up, in ’07 they were getting $24M on this funding source, it went down to $18.7M, $16.1M, this year it is at $16.1, future forecast is $0. So the school board is going to have to come up with $16M and this will equate to a levy of that and some of the other cuts of $10-15M; that is a huge levy. So anyway, if this is implemented it is going to be devastating to districts such as Princeton. I think that the interesting point that was made here is that there is all kinds of factors that go into how they divvy out the money but now they’ve introduced a new factor; this factor is, they look at your district and they see if you have the ability to increase millage. 
Mayor Webster (continued): In our case, Princeton’s case, we are classified as moderate wealthy I believe and we have lots of room to increase our levies because we are like in the bottom third of the county and so there is all kinds of room there so why should the State give us tax money if we’ve got all of this ability to tax ourselves. Let us take that money and give it to another district that doesn’t have the capabilities or the will to tax themselves, it is a Robin Hood type concept and that is what is going on this the State House. So anyway, you’re going to be hearing a lot more about that and like I said we’re going to be asking people on the school board and also you’re going to be getting some communications from them asking you to write letters and to sponsor legislation going to the State House. This is just a matter of announcements; I would rather do them now than wait until the announcements. This Saturday, your local Lions Club is having their annual Pancake Breakfast, sponsored by our local IHOP and it runs from 8:00a.m. until noon; it is $6.00 all you can eat and we would sure like to see all of your smiling faces at the Community Center this Saturday. This concludes my report.
Mrs. McNear: Just a comment regarding the budget, I was at a Princeton Education Foundation meeting about two weeks ago and that topic came up about the budget. One fact that was explained was that in our school district 65% of our students are either on reduced or free lunch program, but we are considered a wealthy school district. 
Mayor Webster: That’s exactly right so how can a district that’s got 65% of financially disadvantaged children reside in a moderately wealthy school district. 

Mrs. McNear: Thank you. 

Clerk of Council/Finance Director
Mrs. McNear: I have a financial update through February. For General Fund receipts we have a budget of $16.153M. We have collected $3.899M which is 24% of the budget to date. It is a nice trend because it is up 8% over 2014 at the same time. Our top sources of income have typically been Earnings Tax, Real Estate, Paramedic Services, Local Government and State Taxes. The Estate Taxes has finally dropped off as we expected it would; it has now been replaced by Mayor’s Court. So we’ve got our top five sources of income represent 95% of what we have collected and that is $3.695M. For expenditures, we have a net of $16.83M through February we’ve expended $2.458M which is 15% of the anticipated; that is also a nice trend because that is trending downward 11%. Our General Fund ending balance at the end of February was $4.597M. That would conclude my report. 
Administrator’s Report
Mr. Parham: I just wanted to give you an update on our winter storm cost.  Mr. Agricola provided me with information covering our past 20 year history.  Just to give you an idea of some of our storms; the top three years for the greatest amount of salt used were:  number one - last year (2013-2014), we used 2,478 tons of salt; year number two was 2002-2003, that year we used 2,233 tons of salt, and number three was 2007-2008 we used 1,887 tons if salt.  Although not in the top three, this current year (014-2015), we used 1,759 tons of salt which came in at number four.  Relative to dollars spent for our snow storms;  last year was the top winner (2013-2014), as we spent $194,678; this year (2014 – 2015) came in second where we spent $162,347 and I am praying there is nothing else going to be spent after this. In the 2002-2003 year, we spent $124,727.  You can see that these last two years had the most impact on our budget.  In comparison, I think last year we experienced far more snow.  This year, we experienced far more bitter temperatures.  On average over this 20 year period, we have used 1,263 tons of salt and on average our cost which includes wages as well as materials is $82,454.  These past two years compared to the average, we have far exceeded it.  
Law Director’s Report     
Mr. Forbes: Just one item briefly; it seems to be the usual thing that I talk about.  Just the latest update on House Bill 5, the municipal income tax uniformity bill, and some of you may have seen this already but the Ohio Municipal League issued a legislative bulletin on I think Friday of last week where they’ve indicated that the Municipal League is going to be undertaking a pretty in-depth analysis of House Bill 5. 
Mr. Forbes (continued): Their intent is to try to produce a model or sample legislation that municipalities will be able to use to help you take whatever action you need to take to be compliant with that bill. They anticipate having that model legislation sometime I think by the beginning of July. There is a Municipal League Tax Conference the second week of July, they anticipate having it then. I’ve made contact with some of the people at the Municipal League and hopefully I’m at the top of their list to share that information with as it comes out. 
Mrs. McNear: I did bring an item tonight to talk about that particular item, so if I could go ahead and bring this up now. This is a personal item through my car insurance. I’m a member of the Buckeye Farm plan which gives you a discount, so you pay a premium to be part of it, so they sent out this nice little flyer every so often and they sent one out for the January/ February 2015 and the topic of course that caught my eye is called “Bill will simplify municipal income tax filings”. It goes on to say:
At the end of the year, Ohio lawmakers passed House Bill 5, a municipal tax reform bill. The legislation simplifies and establishes consistency for the filing of municipal income tax returns. It will be helpful to small businesses that don’t have the resources to track their employees and file multiple tax returns with the municipalities they worked in and for people who live and work in multiple jurisdictions. The measure outlined in the bill will help create a more competitive business environment in Ohio, which is the only state where municipalities set their own rules and regulations. Ohio currently has almost 600 different municipalities using 300 different forms to collect local income taxes annually. Gov. Kasich is expected to sign the bill.  

So of course I couldn’t just take this, read this and be angry about it so I made a call to them and I said, “You’re only showing half of the story here”. So, I proceeded to give them the other half of the story and I said, “I would like to see the additional information put in the next edition and I do want to know if the Farm Bureau had taken a stance on this issue because if they are, I will be looking for new insurance. They immediately called me back to say, “No we did not take a stance on this” and they did not have anyone hounding legislators to approve this but it is an interesting piece of information. So, I am looking to see something else and if I don’t see it within a few months I’ll be calling again but you know it’s just very disturbing that this sounds like on the surface it is such a positive plus but they didn’t put in here how it affects the municipalities as well. Thank you.
Engineer’s Report
Mr. Shvegzda:  Just an update on the West Kemper Road project, both due to the weather and the conflicts with the sanitary laterals; the storm sewer installation is behind schedule. Now we are looking at around the end of April for the completion of that work. Along with the sanitary lateral conflict issue we’ve got some additional information relative to the elevations of some of the laterals that we’ve been able to adjust the storm sewer to avoid some of the laterals that are currently in the way. There may be additional laterals that we may have to relocate and in going forward it is highly likely that that additional work for relocating laterals will be an additional cost for the project. That concludes my report. 
Communications
Mrs. McNear:  I have a letter dated March 10, 2015 addressed to the City of Springdale Public Works Department and Springdale Clerk of Council/Finance Director at 11700 Springfield Pike, Springdale, OH 45246 regarding the 214 Woodvale Court reconstruction addressed To Whom It May Concern:
I am filing an objection to responsibility of payment for repairs completed to the property of 11828 Woodvale Court driveway apron and cost of $538.10.On April 2, 2014 meeting, Springdale adopted the resolution R4-2014; I was not the owner of the residence during this time and never received any correspondence or had discussions concerning the repairs to the 11828 Woodvale Ct. Property; Furthermore, since I was not the owner or occupying the property I did not have the opportunity to make the repairs on my own. As stated in the letter dated 2/27/2015 some residents affected opted to have the city conduct the repairs, I did not fall into the (2) categories listed as I was not the owner, or previously notified of this repair work during correspondence or discussion.
Resolution R4-2014 Section 5 states that the estimated assessment notice shall be served upon the owners of all lots and lands to be assessed by personal service, or by mailing of a registered, or certified letter containing said notice. This notice was sent to the owner at that time Grass Greek LLC 9899 Baughman Road Harrison, Ohio 45030. Two certified letters per Jeffrey P. Agricola Director of Public Works were sent and received and signed by Grass Creek LLC. Certified letters were sent to Grass Creek’s business address and the second to the property physical address letters dated 4/17/14, and 4/22/14. 

As stated in the city’s original correspondence dated April 15, 2014 sent by Director Agricola in accordance with the city’s land development regulations, the property owner is responsible for replacement or repair of the drive apron. The owner responsible as identified in the city’s correspondence of certified letters and who notified Grass Creek LLC failed to make the repairs and or file an objection which repairs were to be completed by May 19th, 2014.

Due to the fact that Grass Creek LLC was clearly notified of the pending repairs to the driveway apron and cost April 15th, 2014 and then I purchased the property June 18th, 2014, I concur with the director, Mr. Agricola that Grass Creek bore the responsibility not only to disclose this liability to me as the purchaser, but also bears responsibility to incur the cost of the repairs completed by the city. 

 I am currently working with my agent to demand resolution and payment of the cost associated with this assessment. Additionally, I have consulted with an attorney to access what legal action if any that I may need to take in relieving me of this misplaced obligation. 

Sincerely,

Paul Scott Jr.


That concludes the correspondence this evening, thank you. 
Communications from the Audience
-
none

Ordinances and Resolutions

Ordinance No.2-2015
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH CLARK, SCHAEFER, HACKETT AND CO., FOR PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES FOR THE AUDIT OF THE CITY OF SPRINGDALE FOR THE YEARS ENDING 2014 THROUGH 2018 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Mr. Knox made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Emerson seconded.  Ordinance No.2-2015 passed with seven affirmative votes.

Ordinance No. 3-2015
AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF FORTY-THREE 9mm HANDGUNS AND TWENTY-NINE MAGAZINES AND AUTHORIZING THE TRADE-IN OF FORTY-THREE EXISTING 9mm HANDGUNS DECLARED TO BE SURPLUS PROPERTY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Harlow seconded. Ordinance No. 3-2015 passed with seven affirmative votes. 
Old Business
-      none
New Business
-      none
Mr. Parham: I would like to go back to the correspondence that Mrs. McNear read from Mr. Scott.  In his letter he identifies that he is filing an objection.  We have talked about it in the past when we have assessments because we have required residents to make repairs to their drive aprons.  Individuals have the ability to file an objection and if they file an objection then we have to establish a Board of Equalization. In this instance, Mr. Scott, as he points out clearly in his correspondence, at the time the letters went out about April 15th 2014 and as the Resolution of Necessity indicates, residents had 21 days to file an objection.  That was 21 days after they received that letter back on April 15th.  His letter is dated March 10th of this year (2015).  So he falls outside of the requirement.  However, we never want to simply do away with someone’s concern based on the fact that they didn’t meet the timeline.  As he clearly stated, he was not the owner of his property then, but at the same time, the City did send the information to the owner at that time.  In fact, two letters were sent to the owner.  It was an LLC that currently owned the property.  One letter was sent to the place of business for that LLC and the other letter was sent to the address (presently Mr. Scott).  So they were placed on notice of the improvement.  Unfortunately, the LLC chose not to inform the new property owner of the potentially outstanding debt that he would incur.  We have tried to keep owners informed of the impending costs.  This was true especially this year, because on a number of occasions I think there were two properties that were involved with either this one or the 2013 program where there was a couple of times a change of ownership.  We tried to stay on top of those as best we could to make sure the information was sent to the new owner because we want to try to avoid this situation.  Unfortunately, he (Mr. Scott) is going to be stuck with that cost.  Either he is going to pay it or he is going to get some judgment against the LLC, or if he doesn’t pay it, it will then be applied to his taxes.  In any event, we did meet all of our obligations for this particular situation. 

Mayor Webster: Mr. Parham, in this case we are going to have to try to work with this person to try to work it out, but the bottom line is he is going to be on the hook for it. 

Mr. Vanover: Well it sounds like obviously from the communication timeline that he has a beef with the current owner. Well, I can ask our legal beagle down there. He obviously has some foot to stand on and I don’t know all the real estate there. 

Mr. Forbes: What I would say is if there is anything to be done, it is between that owner and the prior owner.  It is not a matter that the City would have anything to do with.

Mr. Vanover: Very good. 

Mayor Webster: I would just like to make a comment relating to our Economic Development Director; you all receive this packet of information that she put together for one of our newest corporate citizens, MediSync over on Merchant Street. I think it is a very well prepared document, and it was very well received by the corporation. I think what she has done here is laid the ground work for future companies coming in and it is going to be very easy to modify, to reflect a welcoming letter and coupons and information for any future business. So, Christine, great job, keep-up the good work. Thank you

Mrs. McNear: I would also like to comment on the packet, it is very impressive and there is a lot of information here but I just thought that some of this might be good to put one of our next newsletters to let other people in the city know of all of the places of business available; for residents as well as people outside the city. I think it is really a great tool so if we could get some of this in the newsletter, I think it would be a wonderful thing to do. 

Mayor Webster: We only have twelve pages in the newsletter (laughing).

Mrs. McNear: I said a subset, not the whole thing. We don’t need the coupons and all that, I just had no idea that we had this many businesses in the city; it is really, very impressive. I am sure the company receiving this was really impressed, nice welcome to the city. Good job. 

Mayor Webster: We could put that on the website maybe. 

Mrs. McNear: I’m going to put it in my car. 

Meetings and Announcements
Mr. Squires:  The Springdale Board of Health will meet on April 9th in the meeting room adjacent to these chambers at 7:00p.m.
Mrs. McNear: This is your reminder that you must file your Financial Disclosure, the due date is April 15th, do not be late. Thank you.

Mr. Hawkins:  Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on April 21st, 7:00p.m. in these chambers.
Mrs. Harlow: Planning Review will meet at 4:00p.m. on April 8th. O.K.I. will meet at 10:30a.m. on April 9th and Planning Commission will meet April 14th at 7:00p.m. in these chambers.

Mr. Thamann: Just two items this evening. First of all, the Greater Springdale Jaycee’s will be holding their annual Easter egg hunt this Saturday at Ross Park at 12:00p.m. and that is free, there is no registration required. Also, if there is any youth in the community that is looking for summer employment, the Parks and Recreation Department is looking at hiring life guards, pool gate attendants and also seasonal park maintenance workers. So, if you have anyone interested you can contact the Community Center for further information.
Mayor Webster:  I overlooked the fact that our annual State of the City Address will be at the Community Center at noon on April 1st. No, April 15th; April fools joke (laughing).

Communications from the Audience



-
none
Mrs. Emerson made a motion that the Council go into Executive Session as a Committee of the Whole to discuss Economic Development.  Mrs. Harlow seconded.  Motion passed with seven affirmative votes; Council departs Chambers at approximately 7:45 p.m.  

Council reconvenes in Chambers at approximately 8:29 p.m.

Mr. Thamann: I announced earlier that the Easter egg hunt was this Saturday, I was mistaken; it is April 4th, which is a week from Saturday at noon again. 

Update on Legislation Still in Development
Mr. Hawkins:  As you look at your memos, Item I was addressed with Ordinance No. 3-2015 and was passed with seven affirmative votes. Item II was addressed with Ordinance No. 2-2015 which also passed with seven affirmative votes, all other Items are forthcoming. 
Recap of Legislative Items Requested for next Council meeting
Mr. Hawkins:  I have a request for an ordinance amending Section 153.533 of the City Zoning Code to permit temporary special event banners. That is all. 
Council adjourned at 8:31 p.m.










Respectfully submitted,










Kathy McNear









Clerk of Council/Finance Director

Minutes Approved:
Tom Vanover, President of Council

_______________________, 2014
