City of Springdale Council

May 6, 2015


President of Council Mr. Vanover called Council to order on May 6, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Vanover initiated a moment of silence for Gene Burt. 
Mayor Webster:  If I may just elaborate a little on the passing of Mr. Gene Burt.  I think most of you on the dais up here certainly knew Mr. Burt or probably rubbed elbows with him over the years.  Mr. Burt served on our Parks and Recreation Commission for 19 years.  He has been a coach and had been involved in youth sports for over 40 years.  He probably did more than any one single individual to perpetuate the recreational programs than anyone else in the City of Springdale.  I think he and Mr. Herb Spangler were the two people that were responsible for the soccer programs, being what they were in the City of Springdale.  You know, I could go on and on - he was a contributor to the Lion’s Club and mostly involved with the youth.  He was a dear friend of mine and we certainly will miss him in many capacities.  Thank you very much for that moment of silence.

Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Harlow, Hawkins, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present.
The minutes of April 15, 2015 were considered.  Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded.  Mr. Diehl abstained.  Minutes were approved with six affirmative votes.

Communications from the Audience


Mrs. Kilo:  My name is Joan Kilo and I live at Crossings at the Park.  We have been here about six years and it seems like nothing is getting done.  We have skunks so bad.  They are digging under our patio.  Our association has tried numerous ways to get rid of them – they even put mesh down.  The skunks were very determined and they still come back.  I believe, and I think a lot of the people who live where I live believe, that a lot of them are coming from that undeveloped land across that six acres.  There’s a building at that property that I think has mold in it.  I don’t understand why nothing is being done; why these people who own this property can’t keep it cleared.  There’s a big mound, there’s skunk holes in that, and the building - nobody uses it.  I appreciate that Mr. Knox did come out yesterday and I think one of our neighbors walked around with him and he saw the situation.  We are trying to keep our property, and our neighbors are trying, to keep it nice in there and it was nice.  Here we thought we have a nice park, a golf course, and a restaurant, and everything wonderful and, as you know, I think most of you know, now we’re going to have warehouses and who else is going to be there.  So I’m just hoping that something can be done, and soon.  We’re tired of waiting and we’re all pretty old and we don’t have time to wait any more.  Thank you for your time.
Mayor Webster:  Do you know if anyone has ever contacted the Building Department?

Mrs. Kilo:  Not that I know of.

Mayor Webster:  They’re the people, them and the Health Department, that would address the situation.  We first became aware, we being the Administration, I think on Monday, Mr. Knox was up here and spoke to Mr. Thamann about it.  So we have dispatched a Building Inspector out there, Public Health Nurse has been out there, and so, we’re putting together a plan to try to rectify the situation but it’s a matter of if we don’t know it, it’s pretty hard to address it.  I’m glad Mr. Knox brought it to the attention of Administration.  Mr. Thamann, our Assistant City Administrator, has a report as to what the Health Department found when they were out there today.  We will stay on top of it.  We will get it rectified and we’ll put the owner on notice that he’s got to clean up the site or we’ll cite him to court.

Mrs. Kilo:  I believe that the City did clean that property.  I think they had notified that owner that it should be done and they still did nothing.  The city did take care of it and they sent the bill to the owner but I think it was quite a while before they got paid but since then, it has grown back over. 
Mayor Webster:  We don’t worry about getting paid.  We just send it down to the County Auditor and he puts it on the tax bill, so we’ll either get it now or get it later.  Mr. Thamann, do you want to give an update on what’s happened since Monday.

Mr. Thamann:  I think it was actually yesterday when Mr. Knox came in and informed me of the situation.  I passed it on to both our Building Department and the Building Inspector went out this morning and took a look at the property.  He reported back that he felt it was still potentially a Health Department issue so our Registered Sanitarian went out this afternoon.  She also inspected the property and reported back to me that there are some areas of missing soffit.  She looked inside – I guess part of it’s a concession stand, part of it’s an office.  She said she could see inside and there’s evidence of rodents in the building.  I don’t know if it’s skunks, raccoons, or what, but she said she would notify the owner and give them Orders from the Health Department to go ahead and make the building rodent-proof and try to remove the vermin from the area.  Regarding the open field you’re talking about, other than keeping the grass cut, I don’t know what else we can require them to do.  Hopefully with the development of all the park property, we have a rejuvenated interest from the owner of that property to go back to his original plan with the nursing home, is that correct, for that acreage?

Mr. McErlane:  Yes.

Mr. Thamann:  Hopefully that will occur.  I don’t know how quick it will but I know we can act quicker upon the rodent issue we have in that building than we can with the new development.  We are working on it.
Mayor Webster:  I’ve got some cards here I’d like to give to you folks.  This is a hotline for our Property Maintenance and Zoning Department.  You can call in 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  You don’t even have to identify yourself if you don’t want to, just tell us what the problem is and Mr. McErlane’s department picks those up every morning. And take the appropriate action on those so I urge anybody in the audience or anybody that’s watching on television to make note of that – the number is 346-5734.  I’ve got some cards here I’ll give you folks.  So, anytime, seven days a week, give us a call.  
(Chief Mathis hands out cards to members of the audience.)

Mr. Vanover:  Is there anyone else who would like to address Council?

Mr. Knox:  When Mrs. Kilo contacted me, she said that they were going to be here this evening.  I thought that, rather than have the Administration be in the dark about this, that’s why I contacted Mr. Thamann and I would like to thank the Administration for the quick action that they have taken.
Mr. Vanover:  Council, before we move into the next agenda item, we’re going to add 7A, and that is the discussion for a liquor permit for economic development. At this point, we’re at the Introduction of a new Fire Fighter.

Mayor Webster:  I would like Chief Hoffman to come forward and make the introductions.  

Chief Hoffman:  Thank you for having us tonight.  The Fire Department had a hiring process initiated by the Civil Service Commission, which started the middle to end of last summer.  We had over 200 individuals apply.  The great thing is, that we appointed an individual, he’s standing next to me, Mr. Aaron Handy.  He went through the process, which includes a written examination, physical ability, a background check, extensive interviews and a pre-employment physical.  Mr. Handy comes to us from Massachusetts; he actually was a full-time fire fighter for three and a half years at Marblehead Fire Department in Massachusetts.  He resigned his position to come back to Cincinnati to take care of his ill grandmother.  We’re very fortunate to bring Aaron on as a full-time fire fighter.  He’s an Ohio fire fighter too, an EMT, and actually he starts Paramedic school next week, so he’s going to be a very busy man.  I’d like to introduce you to Mr. Aaron Handy.
Mr. Handy:  I just wanted to say thank you to everyone for the opportunity to work here.  I’ve really enjoyed my time so far and I’m looking forward to the rest of my career.  Thank you very much.  
Mayor Webster:  I’d say you’ve done a good job; you even talk like an Ohioan already.

Mr. Squires:  Where’s Marblehead?

Mr. Handy:  It’s just outside Boston, about six or seven miles.
Mr. Squires:  So you’re pretty familiar with the Boston area too, I guess.
Mr. Handy:  A little bit, yes.
Mr. Squires:  Welcome back.  We don’t get as much snow here as you get up there.

Mr. Handy:  No, nowhere near that.

Mr. Hawkins:  I just want to say welcome and I also heard that you’re very proficient in judo, is that true?
Mr. Handy:  A little bit, yes.

Mr. Hawkins:  We might have you double on the Police Force and the Fire Department.

Mr. Diehl:  Aaron, I just want to say welcome to the family.
Mr. Handy:  Thank you very much.  I appreciate it.

Mayor:  Welcome aboard.
Mr. Vanover:  We have a request for a liquor permit being brought in.  Mayor Webster, do you want to take over this discussion?
Mayor Webster:  Thank you.  We’ve done this before; we’ve transferred liquor license from other parts of the state into the city, in the interest of economic development.  We’ve got a party here that is interested in opening a supermarket in the city; it’s a 47,000 s.f. supermarket.  I’ll let them explain exactly where it is but it’s over in Casinelli Square, adjacent to Home Emporium.  Just for comparison, I think our Thriftway, when it closed, occupied 42,000 s.f., so this is a pretty big operation.  If you need a liquor license in Hamilton County, there’s one name you need to remember, and that’s why I keep her on my speed dial, and that’s Barbara Wiethe and her daughter.  Barbara, do you want to come forth?
Mrs. Wiethe:  Good evening Mayor, Christine Russell, the new Economic Development Director, and the rest of the Council Members.  My name is Barbara Wiethe.  I’m a lawyer and my main thing is Ohio liquor license law.  Our law changed about three years ago, when we’re able to do a transfer which means we can take a license where there are a lot of them available to where there are none available.  You know you’re out of licenses here and you have to first have the legislative authority sign the application before you can even submit it to the Liquor Department.  So we’re here to get your permission.  I have another attorney here and he is going to introduce Mr. Ming.  The name of the company, of the mart, will be Enson Mart at 11360 Princeton Pike, and like he said, 48,000 s.f.  It’s going to be Asian with a sushi café in it.  I think they’re investing $800,000 in the mart so it should be wonderful.  Corey Hamilton, from Strauss Troy, has this wonderful client, so he’s going to talk.
Mr. Hamilton:  Thanks Barb.  My name is Corey Hamilton; I’m with Strauss Troy.  We represent Enson Mart, Inc.  I have with me one of the shareholders, Ming Guo.  We’ve worked with Ming, and with the other shareholder, Vivian Zheng, to put together a lease with an option to buy at the Casinelli Square location.  It is 48,000 s.f.  As a client, they have been incredibly diligent and responsive in getting this completed.  They have invested a great deal of time and legal energy into getting this.  It wasn’t a standard lease negotiation.  They’ve really focused on this property, like they’re going to eventually own it.

Mr. Hamilton (continued):  There’s been a lot of investment on that side.  I know that they’ve spend already $300,000 to put up a fire wall per code, to split the building.  There’s been a significant investment on that end.  They will be a full-service grocer.  There will be a sushi location within the grocery store itself, but to give you a little bit of background on what some of their plans are, I’m going to introduce Ming here and let him give a little summary of what they’ve got planned.
Mr. Ming:  We are trying to open up a grocery store.  It’s not just Asian products; we try to be a grocery store in general, try to attract all the residents around the area.  It’s a huge plan for us; hopefully the board will pass the liquor license for us.
Mr. Hamilton:  And you guys are working on getting a pharmacy?
Mr. Ming:  Yes, there’s a pharmacy.  We’re also trying to get a bank in there, also UPS and also Starbucks.  It’s more than just grocery; we try to bring in the whole community, try to unite the whole area.
Mrs. Harlow:  What type of permit are you going for?  What type of liquor?  Is it just for sale and not on premises?  
Mr. Ming:  Just for sales but there’s a restaurant that’s going to be within the grocery store, so it’s also for both.  
Mr. Hamilton:  Yes, it’s for both.  The plan is to have a grocery store, but within the grocery, there’s going to be a sushi/sake bar.  So we’re applying for a D1/D2.
Mrs. Harlow:  D1/D2.  Thank you.
Mrs. McNear:  For Council’s purposes, D1 is beer only for on premises consumption and in sealed containers for carry out until 1 a.m. and a D2 is wine and certain prepackaged mixed drinks for on-premises consumption and in sealed containers for carry out until 1 a.m.
Mr. Vanover:  I, for one, know my wife will be ecstatic.  I have been hounded for a number of years for a grocery store, so I’m out of the dog house for a while. 
Mayor Webster:  Will this look more like a Jungle Jim’s or a routine Kroger store?

Mr. Ming:  It’s more like a Kroger’s store.
Mayor Webster:  OK, very good.  That was the right answer.

Mr. Squires:  As I understand, this will be a full grocery store, is that correct?

Mr. Ming:  Yes.

Mr. Squires:  Welcome to Springdale.

Mayor Webster:  Do you have other stores in the area?
Mr. Ming:  No.  We have a warehouse that supplies food product to individual Chinese restaurants.
Mayor Webster:  But you have no other retail outlets in the area?  
Mr. Ming:  No.  
Mayor Webster:  Do you have to go before Planning Commission?  Are they on the agenda, Bill?

Mr. McErlane:  They were on the agenda last month, just for an evaluation of their signs.  Then they withdrew that and I guess they’re reevaluating the sign package they want to present.  As it stands right now, they have not resubmitted for the store.
Mayor Webster:  Do they have to go before Planning Commission for the sign or is that something the Chairman can do?
Mr. McErlane:  Because what they were proposing was considerably larger than what they were permitted to have, they had to come in front of Planning Commission.  

Mayor Webster:  That means they’ll have to make application pretty soon here, to get on the June Planning Commission? 
Mr. McErlane:  Yes.  They have a little bit of time because they had submitted previously so we’re working off that.
Mayor Webster:  So you’re well aware of the schedule then?  What is your opening target date?  

Mr. Ming:  Opening at the beginning of next year.

Mayor Webster:  And this is right next to Home Emporium, right?

Mr. Hamilton:  Yes, it is.  Home Emporium has done a build-out.  I don’t know if they’ve completed their build-out of their outdoor area.  I don’t know what the schedule is for the firewall but I Know that process is underway to get that completed.  I don’t know if that’s ambitious but they’ve been working diligently to get done by the end of the year.
Mayor Webster:  Very good.  Welcome to Springdale.

Mr. Vanover:  Any further discussion?  If not I’ll entertain a motion to allow the Administration to sign-off on the liquor license, basically sign off to allow and accept the transfer.
Mr. Diehl made a motion and Mrs. Harlow seconded the motion.  The Motion was approved with seven affirmative votes.  You’re on your way.  
Old Business

Mayor Webster:  I have several proclamations I need to issue, should I do that now?

Mr. Vanover:  Sure.

Mayor Webster:  We’ll start off with the Building Safety Month:
WHEREAS, the City of Springdale’s continuing efforts to address the critical issues of safety, energy efficiency, and resilience in the built environment that affect our citizens, both in everyday life and in times of natural disaster, give us confidence that our structures are safe and sound; and       

WHEREAS, our confidence is achieved through the devotion of vigilant guardians––building safety and fire prevention officials, architects, engineers, builders, tradespeople, laborers and others in the construction industry––who work year-round to ensure the safe construction of buildings; and

WHEREAS, these guardians create and implement the highest-quality codes to protect Americans in the buildings where we live, learn, work, worship, play; and 

WHEREAS, these codes also include safeguards to protect the public from natural disasters such as snowstorms, tornadoes and earthquakes; and

WHEREAS, Building Safety Month is to remind the public about the critical role of our communities’ largely unknown guardians of public safety––our local code officials––who assure us of safe, efficient and livable buildings; and

WHEREAS, “Resilient Communities Start with Building Codes” the theme for Building Safety Month 2015, encourages all Americans to raise awareness of the importance of building safe resilient construction; fire prevention; disaster mitigation; energy efficiency; and new technologies in the construction industry. Building Safety Month 2015 encourages appropriate steps everyone can take to ensure that the places where we live, learn, work, worship and play are safe and sustainable, and recognizes that countless lives have been saved due to the implementation of safety codes; and

WHEREAS, each year, in observance of Building Safety Month, Americans are asked to consider projects to improve building safety and sustainability at home and in the community, and to acknowledge the essential service provided to all of us by local and state building departments and federal agencies in protecting lives and property.

NOW THEREFORE, I, DOYLE H. WEBSTER, Mayor of the City of Springdale, do
                       hereby proclaim the month of May 2015 as 

"BUILDING SAFETY MONTH"

Mayor Webster:  With that, I’d like to present this to Mr. Bill McErlane.  By the way, you’ll probably be seeing Bill back here in a few weeks.  I keep asking him how many days.  He’s counting the days and he may be down to the hours.  Bill is going to be leaving us the end of this month after 29 years with the City of Springdale.  Bill, great job.
(Presentation of Proclamation to Mr. McErlane)

Mayor Webster:  Continuing right along, 

WHEREAS, public works services provided in our community are an integral part of our citizens' everyday lives; and       

WHEREAS, the support of an understanding and informed citizenry is vital to the efficient operation of public works systems and programs such as water, sewers, streets and highways, public buildings, solid waste collection, and snow removal; and

WHEREAS, the health, safety, and comfort of this community greatly depend on these facilities and services; and 

WHEREAS, the quality and effectiveness of these facilities, as well as their planning, design, and construction, are vitally dependent upon the efforts and skill of public works officials; and

WHEREAS, the efficiency of the qualified and dedicated personnel who staff public works departments is materially influenced by the people's attitude and understanding of the importance of the work they perform.

NOW THEREFORE, I, DOYLE H. WEBSTER, Mayor of the City of Springdale, do                         
hereby proclaim the week of May 17 through May 23, 2015 as

"NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK"
in the City of Springdale and call upon all citizens and civic organizations to acquaint themselves with the issues involved in providing our public works and to recognize the contributions which public works officials make every day to our health, safety, comfort, and quality of life.

Mayor Webster:  Before I present this to Jeff, I just once more take this opportunity, and I know all of you have expressed this from time to time, the great job that Jeff Agricola and his staff do, especially during the winter time.  We just can’t say enough about the job that these guys do on keeping our roads safe and passable.  Believe me, every time I cut a ribbon for a new company coming in, I tell everyone to make sure you tell your employees to thank the Public Works Department because the employees depend upon these guys to get to and from work.  Without fail, everybody says we know when we come into Springdale because the streets are so much better.  Jeff, great job in that effort and great job in all the things you guys do.
Mr. Agricola:  Thank you.

(Presentation of Proclamation to Mr. Agricola)

Mayor Webster:   We’ve got one more left: I wonder who this one is for.  I’m feeling like Santa Claus at Christmas time.  

WHEREAS, in 1962 President John F. Kennedy proclaimed May 15th of each year as Peace Officers' Memorial Day, and the calendar week of each year during which such May 15th occurs as Police Week; and

WHEREAS, in the United States, there are approximately 900,000 law enforcement officers serving in communities across our great country, including 39 full and part time officers within our own department; and

WHEREAS, more than 20,000 law enforcement officers have made the ultimate sacrifice and have been killed in the line of duty, including 127 officers during 2014; and

WHEREAS, in conjunction with the observance of Police Week, May 10th – 16th, 2015, the Springdale Police Department will host the 24th annual Law Enforcement Expo at Tri-County Mall on May 16th and 17th; and

WHEREAS, in conjunction with the observance of Police Week, several Springdale Officers will participate in the annual Police Unity Bike Tour, involving a 300 mile bike ride to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial; and

WHEREAS, these events are to honor the men and women who have died in the line of duty to protect and serve; and

WHEREAS, the men and women of the Springdale Police Department unceasingly provide a vital public service by safeguarding the lives and property of their fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, by the enforcement of our laws, these same officers have given our country, state, and city internal freedom from fear of the violence and civil disorder that is presently affecting other nations; and

WHEREAS, this administration joins in this special tribute to acknowledge all officers who have given the supreme sacrifice -- their lives -- in defense of all citizens.

NOW THEREFORE, I, DOYLE H. WEBSTER, Mayor of the City of Springdale, do hereby proclaim the week of May 10 through May 16, 2015 as

POLICE WEEK
in the City of Springdale and urge all citizens to observe this week in ways appropriate to its significance.

Mayor Webster:  Before I present this to Chief Mathis, I’d just like to say a few words.  With all the turmoil going on in this country, I think it’s so vitally important that you have a top-notch, well-trained Police Department and I couldn’t be happier with the men and women that we have serving and protecting the city and I think that is a tribute not only to these two gentlemen but the entire Officer and management staff down at the Police Department.  Guys, great job. 
(Presentation of Proclamation to Chief Mathis)
Mr. Vanover:  How apropos, because just this weekend we saw in San Antonio, Texas, that a traffic cop just doing his job took out two terrorists.  We don’t know how bad that could have been.  You guys do a job that many of us don’t like to think about.  We appreciate you and the military who put their lives on the line.  I thoroughly appreciate you and can’t say enough.  Thank you. 

New Business
Mr. Thamann:  I do have a few items here this evening.  A couple of them are in the Report on Pending Legislation.  I’ll just do those as well.  But before I go forward, if you look at that report, you see at the next meeting we’re going to introduce the Administrative Assistant to the Health Department, Debbie Boggs.  Debbie still is on board even though you recognize a face sitting out here as Janis Oxendine.  Janis has agreed to come back under contract with the City to be the Recording Secretary for the Council and all of our boards and commissions.  She’ll be attending all the meetings and doing the minutes for us.  We have found out that that job eats up a great percentage of the full-time person’s time so we’re going to try to go this route and see how things work but I just wanted to welcome Janis back. 
The first item is regarding the request for the Ordinance for the Amendment to the Joint Self Insurance Agreement with Center for Local Government Benefits Pool.  The city has been with CLGBP since August of 2010.  We have made amendments in the past.  Again, the CLBGP is recommending amendments to its Joint Self Insurance Agreement.  At this time, many of those amendments are minor language changes or date changes and also the name of our overall Administrator.  The one significant change they’re making is to the withdrawal proposal.  They’re outlining the proposed amendments for the conditions in which the CLBGP will cover a member’s claims if they withdraw from the pool and it’s also establishing authorized and unauthorized withdrawals.  So if you don’t provide notice and you withdraw immediately, it’s going to be an unauthorized and there’s a lot more stringent restrictions for an unauthorized withdrawal.  If there’s any questions I can answer, please ask, but we will be requesting an ordinance with an emergency clause at the next meeting.

The second item is regarding the rock salt bid.  We have participated with the City of Forest Park in both 2013 and 2014 to purchase rock salt jointly.  This year we once again did that and those bids were opened April 21st.  Four vendors submitted bids.  The low bidder was Compass Minerals America, or the old North American Salt and their bid came in at $83.08/ton.  The high bid came in at $96.22, which was from Norton Salt.  This contract again, as in the years past, allows us to purchase at 20% below or 20% above the 2,000 ton contracted amount, so that gives us a little flexibility there as well.  For information, this bid is roughly 8% higher than last year’s bid amount, which was $78.88/ton but we still think it’s a fair price when we see some other places getting $89./ton.  We think it’s a fair bid and therefore we’ll again be asking for an ordinance with an emergency clause at the next meeting to award a contract.  Are there any questions?
Mayor Webster:  Yes, I want to take advantage of the fact we have Mr. Agricola here with us.  I’m not familiar with Compass Minerals America.  Have we ever dealt with them before?  
Mr. Agricola:  Compass Minerals is a vendor that’s been in the market for a number of years and they’ve just recently acquired North American Salt and we have dealt with North American in the past.  They’ve been our vendor for several years.
Mayor Webster:  So you feel confident they can deliver?

Mr. Agricola:  Yes.
Mayor Webster:  Fine, thank you.

Mr. Thamann:  The next item I have, if you recall, in 2014, the city filed a State Capital Improvement Program (SCIP) application for our Sweeney Boggs Rehabilitation Project.  Unfortunately we weren’t successful in receiving the SCIP funding for that project.  However, in conjunction with the SCIP funding we applied for, we also applied for Ohio Department of Transportation Jobs and Commerce funds, which is House Bill 51 funds for $100,000; we were successful in receiving those funds.  Since we didn’t get the SCIP funds, we’re not going to do the Sweeney-Boggs Project; however, we would like to split the project and move forward and just do Boggs.  What Mr. Parham has informed me, I think between him and Christine, and I think a couple of other people, they met with ODOT and the authorizing grant people and they have allowed us to file for an extension and split the project and go ahead and they’ll give us the $100,000 if we do the Boggs project, with the understanding Sweeney will come down at a later date.  If we split it, the project is roughly a $213,000 construction estimate, so we’d get $100,000 from House Bill 51funds and then we would also have $113,000 construction at our cost.   The engineering is about 95% complete already on this project, so there’s not much cost there.  If we complete the Boggs project separately, we can later apply for Sweeney for SCIP funding at the next round and we feel that Sweeney actually is in worse position than Boggs.  Boggs probably pulled our score down a little bit so without Boggs attached to the Sweeney project, we might score higher and we feel a little more confident we can get funding through SCIP for the Sweeney project.  If Council concurs, we’d like to move forward because we would want to go ahead and advertise in mid-May and hopefully award a contract in mid-June, so we need to get concurrence that it’s okay to go ahead and split it and move forward with the Boggs project.

Mr. Squires:  In the motion that I’m going to make, is that to be referred to as the Boggs Project?

Mr. Thamann:  We’re going to call it more than likely the Boggs Rehabilitation Project.
Mr. Squires:  So you’re asking Council to give you permission to go ahead?

Mr. Thamann:  Just to go forward with that project as a separate project instead of the Boggs-Sweeney together.  

Mr. Squires:  Then I so move to allow the Administration to move forward with the Boggs Rehabilitation Project.  
Mr. Knox seconded.  Motion passed with seven affirmative votes.

Mr. Vanover:  You’ve got your direction.

Mr. Thamann:  Thank you.  We’ll hopefully have an ordinance here with the awarding of a contract at the second meeting in June.
The next topic, it’s been a topic that’s come up in the past.  Unfortunately, we can say it has raised its’  ugly head again because we’ve had complaints that we’ve received from Forest Fair Village, with the event they had over there this past weekend, with revving engines and squealing tires.  Mr. Diehl I think said something to Mr. Parham and he forwarded it on to me and I made some contact; I just want to give you an update on where we stand so far.  The first thing I tried to do was contact the mall management.  The main number I called, it gives you an option to press one for the office management.  I did that and the voicemail was full.  So the second time, I hit the prompt #2 for their main office and it just says Ashley, leave a message.  So I left a message and never heard back from them.  So I directly called the City of Forest Park and spoke to the Police Chief.  He intervened for us last time this happened so I called him.  He said yes he was aware that there was the possibility of an event.  He was hoping that it wouldn’t occur but it was only his opinion to his Administration but it did happen.  Then I spoke to their Economic Development Director Paul Brehm.  Paul said he was aware of it but then he passed me on to Chris Anderson, who is their Community Development Director.
I spoke to Chris a couple of years ago about this same item.  Chris told me he did not believe that this was an ongoing event, the one that just occurred.  However, he did tell me that they will be hosting a Ford Ecoboost challenge the weekend of May 28th, 29th, and 30th.  I didn’t know anything about what this challenge was so I asked Chris to give as much information as he could and the Ford representative faxed him some information.  On the 28th, that Thursday, they’re going to set the event up.  The 29th, it’s a closed event, open to media and sales people only and that’s from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and then on that Saturday, it’s open to the public from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Then I turned around and was able to get a hold of the Ford representative today and told her of our concern with the parking lot abutting our residential area, with the noise constantly all day long, all weekend long.  She assured me that none of those cars will be able to go over 35 mph.  They’re not going to be revving engines; they’re not going to be squealing tires, but they do have one event - one track, which is a timed track.  She said since you have residents right there, we’ll try to move that as far away from the residential area as we can.  This indicates to me enough noise to cause concern but she’s telling me it’s a low-noise event because they even have this at horse race tracks and it never spooks the horses.  I looked at one of these events on You-tube and I really believe we’re going to potentially have some issues again with the noise level.  Hopefully we can ask Forest Park to provide some intervention for us and some assistance to do what they can to keep this down.  Mr. Anderson did tell me that the only way Forest Park can stop the event is to pass some type of ordinance by their City Council.  Hopefully we’ll see this noise minimized.  I told the representative from Ford that I will probably be back in contact with her next week as more questions arise.  
Mr. Knox:  I’m glad Mr. Diehl brought this up.  I’m sure Mr. Hawkins heard it, even more than he and I did.  They started at 7:15 in the morning on Saturday and Sunday.  I’m not sure what their noise ordinance is over there, but 7:15 on a Sunday morning is a little bit too much.  
Mr. Thamann:  I can’t disagree with you.

Mr. Hawkins:  I had forwarded some information as well as I know Mr. Diehl did to Mr. Thamann.  Our neighbors to the west need to give some more attention to what happens at the mall.  I have gone to speak with the Building Department Director a few years ago regarding the fence; it doesn’t get managed all that well.  I’ve gone to a City Council meeting for Forest Park to address issues with that mall because there are residents that will call and complain to the mall.  As much as you got voicemail or, if you get somebody, what residents have said is individuals with the mall basically don’t seem to care about any of their concerns.  I’m sure the Building Department has codes they have to follow with regard to the maintenance and management of that mall and so I’m imploring them to do so.  I had spoken to their Building Director within last 30 days regarding a big section of that mall fence that’s down at the end of Yorkhaven and the Building Department Director promised me that they would address them and cite them to court and whatever else but the reality is there’s not a big awareness of what goes on back there.  They had an event this past weekend, but it’s common for folks to be back there, driving their cars, maybe not an organized, sanctioned event, but it’s common for folks to go back there, drive their cars, squeal tires, what have you, maybe on their own.  So it is disruptive; it’s potentially dangerous.  I’m sure there are some neighbors that probably sit back there and hope they hit a light pole or something. I won’t mention my wife.  Seriously, there is a lack of either awareness by the city or they don’t care because they’re not taking any action and these things have gone on for a long time.  I told one neighbor who was concerned about the fence issue, and this was a couple of weeks ago after I had spoken with their Building Director, that we give them the 30 days, see if they get the mall to react, and, if not, I’m going to be going to another Forest Park City Council meeting, complaining to them again about what’s not being done.  I know when we addressed this racing issue before, Mr. Parham had spoken with someone with the mall or the city and they were going to send out letters letting us know when these events would happen.  I think that happened once and I got my letter that Monday after the event had taken place.  There’s a big disconnect with the City of Forest Park and the management of that mall and what goes on, particularly in that back parking lot.  I understand people are going back there because it’s concealed, folks don’t see anything.  If you call the police, by the time the police get there, the person’s probably gone or they can head off the other way around the building.  It’s a concern, it’s potentially dangerous.  Hopefully it doesn’t take there being some kind of accident, someone losing control of the vehicle, to have to cause it to stop but the City of Forest Park has to do something about what they’re doing back there.
Mayor Webster:  Do we know if Forest Park has a noise ordinance?
Mr. Diehl:  Yes.
Mayor Webster:  All I can tell you is when Derrick gets back, we’ll have him sit down with Ray Hodges, the City Manager over there and see if there’s anything we can do to jointly try to make that illegal, but I think it’s going to fall on Forest Park.  We’re going to try to have to convince Forest Park that it is detrimental to our neighborhood.  I feel sorry for the people that live up there.  It’s a problem that’s not going away. We keep hoping that something will happen with that mall – that it will be redeveloped and have some responsible people running it but I just don’t think that’s going to happen.

Mr. Vanover:  Does that not occur on any of Fairfield’s property?  It does?
Mr. Thamann:  That mall is split between Fairfield and Forest Park.  

Mayor Webster:  Is this situation in Forest Park or is that Fairfield?  

Mr. Hawkins:  My understanding is that it is Forest Park.  They had had some big event, years and years ago, when I was a single man without kids and a wife, and they had some event that started at 7:00 in the morning and they had music blaring back there.  I called Fairfield Police first, complaining, and they said that’s not our area, it’s Forest Park.  So it’s clearly Forest Park’s responsibility.

Mr. Thamann:  I have one more item.  Mr. Agricola informed me today that the State Route 4 Project from roughly just south of Cameron down to almost Sharon Road, that was paved last year Jeff, or two years ago?
Mr. Agricola:  2013.
Mr. Thamann:  2013; it was an ODOT project.  We were never happy with the final course of asphalt.  We had concerns with the aggregate, that there were some failures in it.  The contractor was supposed to be out either yesterday or today to pave it but now I hear they’re going to be out tomorrow.  They’re going to grind and repave the south-bound lane from roughly south of Cameron down to just north of the traffic loops near Sharon Road.  Most of this work is going to be on the south-bound lane; just wanted to give you a heads up that we’re going to see that tomorrow.  That’s all I have.
Mrs. Harlow:  While we’re in New Business, as you know, we attempted to go for a grant for the Community Center walkway and we were not successful in that grant.  I was noticing the other day that there’s a group of walkers from the Community Center, I’m assuming they are part of our Senior Walking Club down there, that walk the outer path on a consistent basis.  Also I was talking to Megan Wisecup-Sullivan at our Opening Day parade and she was telling me the school is also doing a walk-a-thon type program that they’re trying to reach a certain number of miles for their school-age children that are walking on that path all the time.  I was wanting to know if there’s any way we might be able to cobble together a senior grant and a public school grant or some type of elementary school grant that might enable us to do at least a portion of it, if not all of it.  Can we check into that?
Mr. Thamann:  We can check into that.

Mr. Shvegzda:  There is another funding application that’s still outstanding that may pay for that repair, that resurfacing of the path but we won’t know that until September.
Mrs. Harlow:  September?  Ok, thank you.

Mr. Thamann:  We do belong to a company that is a service to search for grants; both through foundations, through federal government, through state governments.  We do contract with that service and we’re constantly looking for grant opportunities for something like this or anything else any of our departments can use and we’ll keep searching it for that.
Mrs. Harlow:  I was just thinking if our senior citizens and our youngest residents used it, that would be something we may be able to get a little bit of money on for help.
Mr. Thamann:  When you first started talking about that, I thought you were going to ask that we take the Sweeney funds and move it to the track because Mr. Parham did tell me we want to leave the Capital Improvement funds in that Sweeney Project because we still plan on doing it and we’re hoping we’re going to get the SCIP funds so we didn’t want to see it moved. 

Mr. Vanover:  Mr. Thamann, you’re done?
Mr. Thamann:  I’m done.

Mr. Vanover:  Any other new business?  Right now, while we’ve got a minute and I’ve got the open microphone, to all of our Springdale residents, I know in my neck of the woods, we’ve had two incidences of people opening unlocked cars and relieving the contents thereof.  Much like Mr. Hawkins, I had the once in a lifetime ability to say I told you so because we were hit this past weekend.  I didn’t see this individual, the first individual I saw.  Unfortunately I didn’t get a facial shot.  Please, please lock your cars.  The stuff they’re taking is, we’ll they took a little pop-up umbrella and my wife’s really hacked because they’re hard to find, I guess, and her gym clothes.  The bad news is that they were clean and not dirty laundry.  Seriously, lock your cars.  The times have changed and unfortunately there’s not much sacred.  They’re doing this, well the first incident was about 0715 on a Sunday morning, and on this past Saturday morning, it was probably about that same timeframe.  We had lights on and the whole ball of wax so nobody’s immune.  I know the Police are working diligently and if, residents, if you see something, report it.  Fortunately we can be the eyes and ears when they can’t be in the territory.  Please take that to heart; it’s not a high value thing but it is an aggravation and you definitely feel that invasion of privacy and nobody should have to feel that.  I’m off my stool now.  We’re moving on to meetings and announcements.
Meetings and Announcements

Mr. Squires:  The Springdale Board of Health will have its meeting on May 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the room adjoining these chambers.
Mrs. Harlow:  Planning Commission will meet Tuesday, May 12th at 7:00p.m. in these chambers.  Planning Review Committee will meet Wednesday, May 13th at 4:00 p.m. in the conference room.  I have an OKI meeting at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 14th.

Mr. Hawkins:  Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on May 19th, at 7:00p.m. in these chambers.
Communications from the Audience



-
none
Update on Legislation Still in Development

Mr. Hawkins:  Items I and II are still forthcoming.  We also went over in your memorandums, Item III, the Proclamations, as well as the introduction of new Firefighter Aaron Handy.  The introduction of Mr. Vosseberg, Ms. Boss, and Mr. Taylor are forthcoming. 
Recap of Legislative Items Requested for next Council meeting
Mr. Hawkins:  We have a request for an Ordinance Authorizing an Amended Joint Self Insurance Agreement with the Center of Local Government Benefits Pool and declaring it an Emergency and an Item Authorizing the Participation with the City of Forest Park in a competitive, cooperative bid process for the purchase of rock salt and declaring in an Emergency.   
Council adjourned at 7:58 p.m.
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