City of Springdale Council

May 20, 2015


President of Council Mr. Vanover called Council to order on May 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
Mr. Vanover:  Council, before we start further into our program, we’ve got a couple of additions – 5A will be the Introduction of New Employees and we have a special guest of honor with us this evening.  We will also have 11A – Executive Session – Economic Development. 

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. McNear provided the Invocation.
Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council members Diehl, Emerson, Harlow, Hawkins, Knox, Squires, and Vanover were present.
The minutes of May 6, 2015 were considered.  Mr. Knox noted one correction – On page 5, “Mr. Guo” should read “Mr. Ming”.  Mr. Hawkins made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Harlow seconded.  Minutes were approved as amended with seven affirmative votes. 
Introduction of New Employees

Mr. Parham:  Council, over the years as we employ new employees, we bring those employees in to introduce them to our elected officials as well as introduce them to the general public.  That also provides the individual employees an opportunity to also meet our elected officials.  With that, we’re going to begin with our Recreation Department.  Mr. Greg Karle, our Recreation Director, will come forth and introduce his new acquisition.
Mr. Karle:  Good evening.  It’s always a pleasure to visit with you and particularly so this evening because I have the opportunity to introduce our newest full-time member of our staff in the Parks and Recreation Department.  As I’m sure you know, our custodian, Bob Bacik, left us in March, moved south and is enjoying a well-deserved retirement.  Anticipating that departure, we initiated a search for a replacement.  We received nearly 100 applications for the position, interviewed ten, and it culminated in the hiring of Mr. Paul Vossberg, who is with us this evening.  Paul began as a Firefighter/EMT with Miami Township Fire Department and spent 21 years there; retired from there in 2009.  Interestingly, I think he told us he began his career part-time here in Springdale, I believe under Chief Posega, so he has a little bit of history with us, way back.  At that point, Paul made a career change and became self-employed as a contractor, renovating homes in the area.  He then, and most recently, was employed for a facilities maintenance company and served there as the full-time custodian at LaSalle High School.  I think Paul’s previous experience with the public has equipped him well to understand the importance of serving the public and providing a positive perception.  I think those things will have him very well equipped to work in a large facility like ours.  He also brings a lot of plumbing, carpentry, and electrical skills to us that will certainly come in handy.  Paul joined our team on March 30th.  He’s done a great job in that short time with us.  I’m confident his skills, experience, and personality traits will guarantee success in this position so I want to welcome Paul.  
Mr. Vossberg:  I have a short 25-minute speech.  I’m just kidding.  Thank you for this opportunity.  I believe I’ll do a good job for you.
Mr. Vanover:  Welcome!

Mayor Webster:  Paul, I have to tell you when Greg made mention of you started your career with the Springdale Fire Department, a couple of the old-timers here said we didn’t know that – I saw them whispering to each other - so you might have some former colleagues back there, I’m not sure.  Welcome aboard.

Mr. Vanover:  Mr. Parham, continue on. 

Mr. Parham:  We’re going to detour.  We’re going to come back to Introduction of New Employees but we have a special recognition we want to address at this point in time.  I’m going to ask our Police Chief, Mike Mathis, to come forward. 
Chief Mathis: Thank you Mayor Webster, Mr. Parham, Members of Council, Mrs. McNear:   It’s nice to come here and speak to you under pleasant circumstances.  This is one of those situations where we’re really pleased to be here tonight, the Police Department and the Fire Department, to recognize a young lady for a wonderful performance under stress.  Rylee, come on down.  I told her she had to give a five-minute speech when I was done.  Come over here where they can see you.  Also with us is Ava and Ashland, her sisters; her mom, Samantha; her grandmother, Kim Trainor; her grandparents, Maureen and Brian King; and Marge Frazee, her  great-grandmother, who is the big reason why we’re here tonight.  She played a role in this, unfortunately, but we’re glad you’re here and able to be with us.  I’d like to acknowledge Fire Inspector Tom Lindsay and members of the Springdale Fire Department because they do a lot of education and public awareness and training with our young people at the Fire House and at the schools and certainly played a role in this.  I’d like to thank Marsha Hoctor, our DARE officer.  She teaches a program that incorporates 911 lessons in the schools starting at Pre-K and she conducts DARE visitation safety lessons up through 2nd grade.  These visitation lessons teach about calling 911 and teach children what an emergency is and what information that they’re going to need if they ever have to call 911.  In 2nd grade, she actually has them write down their contact information, through doing a puzzle, so that they can place it by their phone at home so that it’s available to them in an emergency.  This information includes their first and last name, their address and their telephone member or their parents’ cell phone numbers.  She also always assigns homework, because she’s mean, to help them learn this vital information.
So what this young lady did was, she was staying at her great-grandmother’s residence over in the City of Forest Park and sometime during the night, her great-grandmother started getting sick.  Rylee woke up when she heard her great-grandmother fall in the bathroom and hit her head.  When Rylee got to the bathroom, she saw that her great-grandmother was unconscious and immediately called 911.  She was scared, which I don’t blame her; it’s scary when bad things happen, but she was able to tell the operator exactly what was going on, where she was, and how to contact her mom, so it enabled the paramedics to get to the residence in a timely fashion to take care of her great-grandmother, who is here today and doing well because of it.  We just wanted to have her publicly recognized for using her lessons from DARE and for being a good citizen and showing courage under adverse circumstances.  I’ve got a gift for you here.  In the Police Department, we have what’s called a challenge coin.  Challenge coins were originated with the military that showed you did something special through your behavior.  You can carry that with you and show that you are a part of the team.  Just don’t lose it; don’t sell it.  This is a nice little challenge coin that shows that you are a member of the Springdale public safety team for your actions of taking care of your great-grandmother.  I just want to congratulate you for showing such grace under fire, so congratulations! 

Mayor Webster:  What can I say?  This almost brings tears to your eyes to see the rewards of the programs, paid dividends in the way of saving human lives.  I don’t have the budget with me and don’t know exactly what we budget for DARE expenses, but I think whatever we’ve spent over the years, it pays its’ dividends in just one outstanding result like the one we’ve witnessed here this evening.  Marsha, great job with teaching the kids, great job at learning, young lady.  We appreciate your effort and I’m sure your great-grandmother appreciates it even more than us.  Good job!
Mr. Vanover:  That’s always probably a parent’s greatest reward, is when our kids listen to us, and it’s usually a long time down the road, “I remember that”.  Yes!  Mr. Parham, we’re back to you. 

Mr. Parham:  Next up we have our new Administrative Assistant in the Health Department, Mrs. Debra Boggs.  Debra, would you stand please?  Debra Boggs is a City of Springdale resident.  She joined us on April 28, 2015.  Prior to joining our force, she worked with Princeton City Schools since 2002.  She has her Associate’s degree from the University of Cincinnati and has been an asset since joining the organization.  She has had somewhat of a cram course.  I can see her over with Christie, who we had working there as a temp for a period of time, as well as our folks over in the Building Department and Health Department.  She has quite a bit to absorb but we think she will do well and we are happy to have her as part of the team.  Is there anything you would like to share with us?
Mrs. Boggs:  I just wanted to say that I hope I can maintain the Boggs family name because it’s a lot of pressure because my husband’s grandfather used to be a member of the Council for the City of Springdale so I hope to keep the name proud.  Thank you for the opportunity; I hope to serve you all well. 

Mayor Webster:  I was going to emphasize this anyway.  Her husband Joe is a third generation of Joe’s, is that right?  His grandfather and I were sworn into office at the same time in 1971.  Now Joe had previously been a Council member but he had been out for a couple of years and ran for election that year and unfortunately his grandfather was not able to serve out his term.  I have a lot of fond memories of his grandfather, and his father too, for that matter.  Debbie, welcome aboard.  You’re going to hear more about the Boggs family later on this evening when we talk about resurfacing or reconstruction of Boggs Lane.  We can’t get away from the Boggs.
Mr. Parham:  Our next introduction is our new Building Official, Mr. Gregg Taylor.  Gregg, could you please stand?  As we all know, if you were at the Planning Commission meeting, there were a lot of very warm comments made about Mr. Bill McErlane.  Bill’s last day will be Friday, May 29th, 2015.  He was kind enough to stay on with us for an additional month while we searched high and low to find his replacement.  We think we have done very well in bringing Gregg on.  Gregg is a resident of the City of Kettering.  He began his employment with us on May 5th, 2015.  His background is that of a Master Plans Examiner.  He served in that capacity with the City of Westerville for two years.  Prior to that, he served with Greene County up near the Dayton area for five years in the same capacity.  For about 15 years, Gregg was a custom home builder.  So Gregg has a lot of experience in examining plans and construction.  He is very strong in the areas that we need him to be able to oversee our department.  He has a Bachelor’s of Science in Civil Engineering.  He is a Registered Professional Engineer (PE), land surveyor, and a Master Plans Examiner, Building Inspector.  I think Chief Building Inspector, Residential Building Inspector, there is a lot - I could keep going on and on.  One of the keys that shows how well he was a home builder – back in 2001, he was named the Dayton Builder of the Year.  So we have latched on to at least the Builder of the Year for one period of time.  We’re happy to have him on.  He has gotten involved very quickly.  I know he has been like Debbie, in a cram course, over in the Building Department.  I think he had a tour with one or maybe more of the employees around the city.  If you can imagine, he lives in Kettering and now he’s commuting from Kettering to Springdale.  Well, he used to commute from Kettering to Westerville and Westerville is up near Columbus, so we have shortened his transport.  I think again that we have been very successful in adding another asset to the organization.  At this point I will ask Gregg to come forth.
Mr. Gregg Taylor:  Thanks very, very much.  I really do appreciate the opportunity and certainly the challenge.  You all know Bill - quite the legacy, some pretty big shoes to follow but I will certainly promise you to do my absolute best to do a good job for you.  I’m very excited about being here and I really appreciate the opportunity and look forward to getting to know all of you.  Thanks so very much.
Mr. Parham:  As you can see when Gregg spoke, and everyone has heard Bill before, one of the keys of being a good Building Official, is that you have to be soft-spoken.
Mr. Vanover:  And carry a big prod.

Committee and Official Reports

Civil Service Commission
Mr. Higgins
-
no report
Rules and Laws
Mr. Hawkins 
-
no report 
Finance Committee
Mr. Diehl  
-
no report
Planning Commission
Mrs. Harlow:  Planning Commission met on May 15th.  Under Old Business, we had a Minor Modification to the PUD – Tri-County Commons, 600-610 Kemper Commons Drive.  This was an alteration to a pylon sign and this passed with 6-1 vote.
Mrs. Harlow (continued):  The second item of Old Business was a Minor Modification to the PUD Tri-County Commons, 600-610 Kemper Commons Drive.  This was regarding razor wire that was installed along the roof.  We were advised that this is prohibited by our code by our Law Director so we did not even act on this.  There was no presentation, there was no reason for the Planning Commission to even address it since it was prohibited by code.  The third item under Old Business was a Conditional Use permit for a communication tower at 11550 Century Boulevard and this was postponed by the Applicant.  Under New Business, we had a Major Modification to PUD, Tri-County Commerce Park at 12100 Princeton Pike; we know this as the GEEAA Park.  This was continued, as it may well be over the next several months.  There’s a lot to take in with this huge development.  Right now I think the developer is just getting some ideas from Planning Commission on what they can do, how Planning Commission views this as going forward.  One of the things that they did indicate to us is they have set aside some property for a gateway development, which would be a signage letting you know that you’re coming into the City of Springdale and this is an easement that the Council will need to decide at some point if they are interested in accepting and moving forward with that.  Again, that was a continued piece of business.
The other thing we had was a Minor Modification to the PUD at Tri-County Mall, 11700 Princeton Pike and this was to replace two mall signs with pylon signs.  There would be one on Kemper Road and one on 747.  That was approved with a 7-0 vote.  
The third item was a Development Plan, concept only, so there was no action taken, at 175 Progress Place; we know this as the Avon Building.  They’re looking for a parking lot addition on the south side of the building.  This would be the side that is visible from 275.  There were some concerns regarding the cars backing out into the driveway.  That again was a concept idea; no action was taken.

The last item of business we had was a Minor Modification to PUD Full Throttle Karting Expansion at 11725 Commons Drive.  This is the Full Throttle Go Kart.  They are doing so well that they want to expand and put a second track in an adjacent part of the building.  That was approved with a 7-0 vote.  That would conclude my report unless I can answer any questions.  
Mr. Vanover:  Again, I would like to thank the Chairman of the Planning Commission.  I was there and he did open the floor up for public comment and that’s not normal procedure during Planning Commission.  It was about the GEEAA process and that definitely is going to be a big thing.  The new Building Official coming in, I hope he has a couple of fire extinguishers because it’s burning right now.  I do want to thank the Chairman of the Planning Commission for allowing that because, from my past experience on there, that is not typical, but I think it was definitely welcome.
Mrs. Harlow:  As you all know, we have been going through the Zoning Code and looking at updating all of our zoning.  We had a meeting last Wednesday and we’re wrapping it up.  They’ll be coming back to us with a final draft for the Committee to look at.  Do we have to have a Public Hearing on that?

Mr. Parham:  Yes.

Mrs. Harlow:  It’s been suggested that we look at a workshop that will include the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA), the Planning Commission, and Council, so that all of the changes can be explained and commented on in the workshop so that when it’s brought before Council for a final vote, we’ll all be versed and understand what changes are being requested and why those changes are being requested.   So I think the workshop will be beneficial for that.  We talked about the schedule in our meeting.  We have a June meeting scheduled for the committee to look at the final draft, so we’re probably looking at maybe having a workshop sometime in July and then starting with the Public Hearings after that, and then looking to wrap this up by fall.
Board of Zoning Appeals

Mr. Hawkins:  Board of Zoning Appeals met on May 19th, 2015. Five members were present.  We had no matters of Old Business and two matters of New Business.
Mr. Hawkins (continued):  The owner of 12198 Benadir Road requested a variance to allow garage conversion to remain.  That variance comes from Section 153.105(B), which indicates “… a single two-car garage and related parking area is required …”.  That variance did pass with a 5-0 vote with the condition that the garage door remain operable.  

We also had the owner of 175 Progress Place requesting a variance to reduce green space to 29.3%.  Said variance is from Section 153.269, which indicates a “minimum green space shall be 30% of the lot area".  That matter was tabled with a 5-0 vote.  That would conclude my report unless there are any questions or if Mr. Knox has anything to add.
Mrs. Harlow:  Can you tell me if it was tabled because of the parking situation?

Mr. Hawkins:  It was actually at the Applicant’s request.  They weren’t even present; they just sent a note through staff that they wanted to have it tabled to the next meeting.  I’m not sure what the issue was, but there were some issues that they had not looked into after they met with staff so they had to address those.
Mrs. Harlow:  In our meeting with Planning, we really didn’t get into the replacement of green space and what would be required.  There have been a lot of trees that have been removed and more trees that are slated for removal if they move forward with the parking situation so that wasn’t even something that we actually got into during our meeting; it mostly focused on the actual diagram of the parking area itself. 
Mr. Hawkins:  It sounded like there may have been bigger issues and maybe some of it were things that they had to address with Planning because the difference is 0.7% that they’re asking a variance for.  It sounded like there were some other things besides just that they were trying to work through.

Board of Health

Mr. Squires:  The Springdale Board of Health had its’ meeting on May 14.  There was one absence but it was a prearranged absence – Mrs. Rita Hart had previously notified the BOH of her impending absence at this meeting due to family matters.  The Minutes of the April 9th meeting were read and approved into the record.  Under Old Business, a discussion of the Emergency Ebola Supplemental Funding was presented.  What that is, is basically some funds are available to the Health Department from the federal government to the CDC to the State of Ohio, then from the State of Ohio to Hamilton County and then back to the Springdale Health Department.  Make note of the fact that there are only two Boards of Health, other than Hamilton County, within this region, and that’s us and Norwood.  Hopefully no Ebola outbreak will ever occur, but if it does, this is part of the planning that is necessary for us to deal with this dreadful disease.  There was no New Business  
Under the Health Commissioner’s report, there were six cases involving animal bites and food-borne illness.  They all had been investigated.  Most of them had been properly resolved but there were one or two situations whereby action must be taken.  There were two notices sent to Springdale institutions regarding health, safety, and sanitation issues; that’s not unusual; that is done quite often and those have been taken care of.  
Under the Public Health Nurse report, Nurse Jean reported that there are currently 47 travelers being monitored in Ohio as of May 6th, 2015, in the following counties – Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, Lucas, and Wayne Counties.  These are travelers who have been to areas in our world whereby they may have been exposed to this disease and are currently under observation.  I want to emphasize that – they are under observation; that does not imply that they are infected.  In previous reports, I have been telling you this situation where Ohio is monitoring these people and as of this date, 259 of those people are no longer being monitored - their 21 days are up, so this is working out very well for Ohio and for the nation as a whole; they’re making good progress.  Unfortunately though, Ebola cases world-wide continue to increase.  As of May 3rd, 2015, the total is roughly 27,000, with total deaths of about 11,000.  So you can see it’s getting better, but it’s not getting the headlines that it used to get.  The CDC is sponsoring a study called STRIVE.  What that is, is a vaccine that has been developed and now being used in Sierra Leone, but it is not yet known how effective it will be, but there has been research done on developing the vaccine for this dreadful thing and it is being tried out.
Mr. Squires (continued):  The Children’s Health Fair was May 15th at the Springdale Community Center.  I was there and I can assure you it was a resounding success.  There were 563 third-grade students from the Princeton School District attending that.  There were 21 learning stations involved in that.  New topics this year were “Bullying” and that was put on by Beckfield College over here.  There was another one called “Rethink your Nutrition” and I think that was one of the more popular ones that was there.  They had various soft drinks lined up in front of these children and the number of calories were noted and also the number of teaspoons of sugar.  What they then would do is have the children go into the booth and fill a cup with the number of teaspoons of sugar that was in the soft drinks.  The biggest one there had 17 teaspoons of sugar.  When these kids filled up that cup, their eyes got very big as if it say “you mean to tell me there’s that much sugar in there” and yes, there is.  So they were becoming very well aware of somethings that are very vital to them.  One other item from the Public Health Nurse involves health screenings.  This is a program sponsored by the TriHealth Healthy Women/Healthy Lives Program, the Healing Center, the City of Sharonville, the Fire Department, the City of Springdale Health Department, and the City of Forest Park.  The Healing Center is at 11345 Century Circle West, Springdale, Ohio.  The following screenings will be presented Saturday, June 6, 2015, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.:  mammogram (you have to be over 40 and schedule an appointment for that and here’s the number - 862-1050), blood pressure screenings, cholesterol screenings, body mass index screenings, glucose and osteoporosis screenings.  We urge all women to take advantage of that.  If you have insurance, they will take insurance and bill your company for these services.  If you do not have insurance, they will still offer you those services; that’s very important to realize that.  The next meeting of the BOH, as you are aware, the BOH does take the summer off; they will not be back until September – their September meeting is September 10th at 7:00 p.m.  That concludes my report.

Mayor Webster:  I’d like to also just announce that we shared with the BOH at that meeting that we have selected a candidate for our new Health Commissioner.  We’ve made the young lady an offer; she has accepted that and she’s presently undergoing her physical and her background check.  Hopefully in the not too distant future, Mr. Parham will be able to introduce our new Health Commissioner to us.  We’re very excited about this young lady coming on board.  Mr. Squires was at the Children’s Health Fair; I too was there.  I tell you, if any of you Council folks have never been to one, you need to do it at least one time.  It’s absolutely amazing that they get these 21 stations squeezed into the auxiliary gym and the flow of these kids.  Everything was very orderly, for 563 third-graders to go through there is quite amazing.  I’d like to thank all of the people that contributed to that – not only our Health Department, our Recreation Center, our Fire Department, our Police Department – a lot of departments had a hand in that, but also this year there were four booths setup and staffed by Beckfield College. I had talked to the Administrator up there previously and he indicated to me that they did want to get more involved with the community.  I just think that’s a tremendous resource for the city, to have those folks that close.  I’m sure they’ll be an active participant at our flu clinic in the fall and hopefully they’ll be back next year for our Children’s Health Fair.  If you get a chance next year, mark your calendars to take it in.  Thanks.
Mr. Squires:  As a follow-up to that, Mr. Mayor, Council, this is not a day off for these kids.  This is a learning experience and these kids were very serious about what they were doing.  They were very attentive to the presentation for them. I really have nothing but praise for the teachers that had them there, for the people who organized this event, and I certainly agree with the Mayor, if you have never attended one of these, please mark your calendar and make sure you attend at least one of them because they are extremely worthwhile.

Public Utilities
Mrs. Emerson 
- 
no report
Public Relations
Mr. Hawkins
-
no report

Capital Improvements 
Mrs. Emerson 
-
no report

Public Welfare, Safety, & Education
Mr. Diehl 

-
no report
Housing Board
Mr. Squires
-
no report
Public Works
Mr. Squires
-
no report
O-K-I
Mrs. Harlow:  OKI met on May 14th, 2015.  In addition to our regular reports, which includes the President’s report, the Executive Director’s report, Legislative Update, and Finance Officer’s Report, we were informed that, for Ohio, there is now a new pot of money, $10M in the STP funding, that is available for FY2016.  This is for projects that can be started in 2016; they do not have to be completed in 2016.  Immediately as soon as I got out of the building, I called Mr. Parham and made him aware of that funding in case we had anything that was shovel-ready that might be able to be qualified for that.  Then there’s another grant for just Ohio, not Kentucky or Indiana, and it’s an $11M CMAQ funding and this is for FY2021, so that is something that can be looked at down the road.  For the STP funding, for FY2016, the application will be available on June 1st; the application is due July 1st, and they’re looking for approval in September so it will be moving quite quickly.  I put that in your hands to see if there’s anything we might be able to garner out of that $10M.
The other item I wanted to report on, is you’ve heard my talk about the Ports of Cincinnati in previous OKI reports.  This was in the paper May 6th, there was a ribbon cutting to formally rechristen the Ohio River ports.  The previous boundary was just 26 miles.  Now the new current boundary is a 226-mile stretch of the Ohio River from Louisville to Huntington, West Virginia.  It was christened the Ports of Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky.  From what I’m hearing down at OKI and through other people talking, it seems like we’re going to be hearing a lot more out of the Ports of Cincinnati once this contract is signed, some type of an agreement with Port of New Orleans that will allow freight to come up this way.  I’m looking forward to see what happens out of that but I did want to mention that since I have brought it up before.  That would conclude my report and I would be happy to try to answer any questions.

Mayor’s Report


Mayor Webster:  I’d like to give you an update on a project that Mrs. Emerson, I think you brought this forward when we were talking about the Community Block Grant Program last year, about the tetherball and the disc golf.  We’re moving ahead on both of those fronts.  I got a report today that Mr. Parham was observed trying out one of the tetherball installations at Underwood Park.  I don’t know if it’s true or not, but that’s what my spies tell me.  Derrick’s got some pictures and he’s got some costs.  You’ll see, once you hear these costs, why we pulled it out of the Community Block Grant; it’s a pretty miniscule amount of money.  You’re going to see both of these activities crop up a number of our city parks.  I think some of them are active right now and we’re waiting on some of the disc golf apparatus to arrive.  We’re moving forward with that.  Derrick, do you want to give them up an update on the installation and the cost? 

Mr. Parham:  This is a copy of the disc golf basket (passing picture around).  Right now those are on back order.  The plan is that we will put one basket into Ross Park, Underwood Park, and Cameron Park.  We are going to start them there first, just one basket.  We will also purchase a set of discs, so that if anyone wants to use the discs, if they do not have their own, or they can use a regular Frisbee, they can go down and practice.  If we then see that there is this interest, as we have been told there is a big interest in this activity, then we can look at expanding and adding additional baskets at strategic locations.  As I understand, it is almost treated as if it is a golf course and there are different levels of discs, such as a driver, a three iron, a five iron, etc.  The cost for the basket is very inexpensive.  The basket is $340 and the set of discs are roughly about $25, but again, if someone has their own discs, they can simply take their discs down to practice.
The Mayor’s spies were accurate.  I was out earlier today at Underwood Park.  This is one of the new additions, tetherball.  The staff has already installed a tetherball unit at Beacon Hill Park and Underwood Park.  We plan to add others to Chamberlain Park, Ross Park, Cameron Park, and then we will have one also down at the Community Center.  The cost for the tetherball is about $117, which includes the pole and the ball.  We do not count the concrete.  It is very inexpensive for a very worthwhile activity, in both of these instances.  Those have already been added to the community in hopes that our residents will be able to take advantage of them.
Mrs. Emerson:  Mr. Parham, if you need any assistance on the Frisbee golf, I’d love to take you out and show you a few lessons.  By the way, for the public, you can buy used Frisbees at Play-It-Again sports relatively cheap, maybe about $10 for used ones.  You get a set of three at Dicks for $25 and they do come as drivers, mid-range, long-range, putters – just like golf.  Just let me know.
Mr. Parham:  I will let you know.  I like getting beat up.  

Mayor Webster:  The only other thing I have is I’d just like to inform everybody that we will be laying a wreath at the Veteran’s Memorial this Friday, May 22nd, at 2:30 p.m.  There are no formal activities.  We’ll just introduce a veteran; it’s going to be Mr. James Boso.  He lives up on Cedarhill Drive in Springdale.  He will be escorting me up to the memorial with the wreath.  All of you are certainly invited to attend for the observance.  It’s a pretty solemn occasion.  There are no speeches, no acknowledgement of the elected officials or anybody else.  It’s just a very nice solemn occasion.  
Clerk of Council/Finance Director
Mrs. McNear:  I have a financial update through April 30, 2015.  For General Fund receipts, we have $16.153M as our budget and through April, we have collected $8.274M, which is 51% of our anticipated budget for the year.  Our major General Fund Receipt sources are Earnings Tax, Real Estate tax, Paramedic Services, Local Government Funds, and the Mayor’s Court.  That totaled $7.927M.  Of that, 8.274M that I mentioned earlier, that is 96% of our revenues.  For Expenditures, based on a net budget of $16.830M, we have now expended $5.137M, which is 30% of the anticipated expenses.  Our General Fund ending balance is $6.287M.  That concludes my report, thank you.   
Mr. Vanover:  Mrs. McNear, you and I had a conversation about the auditing; can you briefly throw that out there?   
Mrs. McNear:  We do have Internal Auditors that are coming in, I believe it’s next week.  I don’t recall the date of the top of my head, but I did get a notice that we do have our Internal Auditors coming in to begin the annual audit.
Mr. Vanover:  This is the audit that used to be performed by the state and it’s now done independently sans the state.  What prompted this was I got a phone call out of the blue.  The auditor wanted to talk to me.  That’s the first time that ever happened to me but I guess with the change in who’s doing the audit, they’re just touching base; they just wanted to know if there was anything that comes to mind that was out of character.
Mayor Webster:  So what are you getting investigated for?

Mr. Vanover:  Imitating a disc golf player, a poor one at that.  

Administrator’s Report
Mr. Parham:  Mrs. McNear, the auditors are here this week.  They have arrived.  I do not have any thing additional but, in response to Mrs. Harlow’s request that we take a look into the CMAQ and STP funding, I did speak with the Engineer, and with the short time frame, short turn-around to attempt to avail yourselves to the STP funds, which is July 1st of this year to June of next year, and it has to be a shovel-ready project; the only thing we have at this point that is shovel-ready, outside of Boggs and Sweeney, and I am not sure Sweeney applies, we really did not talk about Sweeney - that just popped into my head, but the one we talked about was the State Route 4 Southbound lane addition.  We were approved for funding for that project a number of years back and we abandoned it during our tough economic times.  That is one project that is out there and could be considered shovel ready.  We actually had the bids that we received and I believe, at the time, we had SCIP funding and MRF funds.  MRF funds were about $86,000.  I think our share was about $86,000 and then I believe it was on a 50-25-25 funding split.  We never accepted the SCIP funds.  We did return the MRF funds.  The purpose of that project, it was a part of a lot of things we were doing in that vicinity of Crescentville and State Route 4.  At that intersection, we created an additional through lane north into Fairfield and they (Fairfield) added an additional lane on the eastside of the road in Fairfield.  We then created a new right only turn where the Tire Discounters store was located.  Fairfield was scheduled to add an additional lane south-bound but ran into challenges from their business community there that did not want it.  Then of course, we did not add our southbound State Route 4 land addition.  Part of the benefit of us adding ours, at the time, we were looking at the development at Pictoria Island.  It was to help move the traffic out of Pictoria to get it to the interstate. 
Mr. Parham (continued):  We did make a number of other improvements at the intersection of Route 4 and Crescentville.  We simply abandoned this part of the project; this was a separate individual project on its’ own.  That was the one that Mr. Shvegzda and I discussed, but as I said, I just thought about Sweeney.  We will examine whether or not it would qualify for the STP funds.  The CMAQ funds, or the Congestive Mitigation Air Quality funds, since that’s not until 2020, I think we have time to assess whether or not there’s a project or projects that we will be able to avail ourselves to that opportunity.
Mayor Webster:  I think Derrick is filling in the blanks about that State Route 4 project because we were ready to advertise for bids and that’s when we were trying to reduce our expenses wherever possible.  Council elected to do that and I wholeheartedly supported it.  I thought it was a good move at the time.  It was $86,000 that allowed us to keep some people on the payroll and keep service levels where they were.  I guess the thing that upset me at that time was that we were going to spend this money to add that lane, whereas Fairfield had pulled in their horns and said, “no, our businesses want to see that traffic stopped in front of them; they don’t want to see the traffic flying past”, so they elected not to take the land or negotiate an easement to get the land there in front of Hern Marine, Skyline, carpet store, so they, for political reasons, didn’t want to take the heat, they pulled in their horns and didn’t add the lane so I didn’t feel bad about us saying okay, we’re not going to do it either although I hated to see us give that money back because a lot of people had worked hard to acquire that.  But given the circumstances now and with some of the economic development issues I see coming forth, I can see some benefit, regardless of what Fairfield does, for Springdale to have that.  I certainly would support us filing an application if that project is shovel-ready and we could get that brought forth.  Through Mr. Okum, I’ve heard that they now want to see it done also but whether that means they’re willing to go to those same merchants and negotiating acquiring the land, that’s another thing.
Mrs. Harlow:  Mr. Mike Snyder, who is a council member with the Fairfield City Council, stopped me at the OKI meeting and he wanted to discuss that project and I asked him if he could hold his comments until after the meeting and we would get Mr. Okum in on the conversation so that we were all hearing the same thing at the same time.  Fairfield apparently has some interest now in looking at that south-bound lane.  One of the tidbits of information that I did gather was that Skyline is moving farther north on Route 4.  My argument on the businesses there, Hern Marine, I mean, either you’re going to go buy a boat today and spend $50,000 or you’re not.  I don’t think you’re going to make a snap decision of pulling in there and purchasing a $50,000 boat.  To me, that’s a destination business.  I know there’s another used car dealership there now.  But Skyline is moving, so maybe they can move forward and talk to their businesses and get them to agree to get some easements going and see what they can do on their end of it.  As the Mayor stated, I too am concerned with the future development of the businesses that we have in Springdale, making sure those people can get in and out of our community without any issues.  
Mr. Diehl:  I have the same question today that I had back when we first talked about it - what is the benefit to the City of Springdale?
Mayor Webster:  I’ll attempt to answer that and anybody else can jump in as they want.  We’re going to see a lot of development on Crescentville Road, on the south side, including the Avon property, a lot of that traffic is going to end up coming north and exiting on there, hopefully Avon can tie into Northwest Boulevard, which would be wonderful to get people in and out of there and I just think you’re going to see a ton of development in that whole area, along Crescentville, Northwest Boulevard, and hopefully the Avon site if we can connect those two into there.  I just think there’s a lot of opportunity there.  If you stop to think about it, the big development that’s on the drawing board now is the GEEAA Park.  If that would come to fruition, there’s going to be a lot of tractor-trailer traffic coming out of there.  The natural assumption is that those would want to get on 275 to go east or west, but that may not be true; we may end up with a lot of traffic going across Crescentville and going south on Route 4.   So, yes, I think there’s some benefit.  I thought there was some benefit initially but, given the priorities at the time with our financial condition, I thought it was the right decision to pull away from it, but I think it’s now the right decision to try to re-engage those efforts.
Mrs. McNear:  Along those lines too, if you think about it, people going to those new developments off of Crescentville, aren’t all beginning in Springdale; they’re coming from other parts of the city, and they may be coming down Route 4 south into Crescentville, so that would help them to be able to get to their offices quicker.  It would be really important to open up that area.  As a matter of fact, people who live in Springdale go north; they want to come south, and they’re stuck, miles behind, at the light at Crescentville so I think it would probably be great if we could move that traffic a little bit faster.  Now if we can get people to stop running that stoplight, from Crescentville down to Route 4 south, that would make me really happy; it’s a very dangerous place to be.  Those people run the light all the time.  
Mr. Parham:  In response to Mr. Diehl’s question, I guess I would consider there are two matters being discussed - one is the south-bound lane addition and the other is Fairfield issues.  I guess I need clarification, when you ask what the benefit is to Springdale, which project are you talking about?

Mr. Diehl:  The Fairfield one.

Mr. Parham:  The Fairfield one?

Mr. Diehl:  South.

Mr. Parham:  I guess I would probably then refer back to Mrs. McNear’s comments about Springdale residents coming out of there but really and truly it is backed up into Fairfield.  You see the cars will hug in that curb lane and traffic will be backed up all the way to Mack Road.  I think having a second (southbound) lane available would help relieve the traffic for our residents as well as those that work there that may be heading south and other businesses that may be coming into Springdale.  I think that is part of the benefit for us, to have that extension (additional lane) continue through.  I think it also needs the second part, which is our project, and it really is, I believe, a behavioral issue.  Again, usually at the end of the day, I am heading north through Fairfield to get to the Mercy Health Plex facilities and I will see traffic sitting in that curb lane.  You may look back from Woodridge to Skyline Chili.  There may not be cars backed up in the inside lane or the cars may only be backed up to Skyline Chili and you have a lot of space between Skyline Chili and Woodridge but individuals are trying to maneuver their way into curb lane.  I think that’s one of the reasons that Fairfield is feeling this bite in wanting to get this thing changed.  
Mr. Diehl:  If I were sitting here for Fairfield, I would say yes, that’s a tremendous amount of advantage for us to do that.  I just can’t see, on that particular lane, the benefit for our city.  
Mayor Webster:  You should talk to your colleague on the Planning Commission.  Mr. Okum works in Fairfield and you should hear some of the stories that he tells about trying to get home.  He’s not way up in Fairfield; he’s up by Furniture Fair, and it’s not a pretty scene at night up there.  I think we can justify our end just on the economic development issue.  I think the other one, like Derrick said, is a separate issue.  I think there’s some benefit to Springdale residents being about to get through there and get down to Ray Norrish Drive and to be able to turn right and to get home.  I think the biggest thing that we need to do to justify the expenditure to do the lane addition in Springdale and I think it’s justified in the name of economic development.

Mrs. Harlow:  I agree with the Mayor totally on that.  The other item is a thorn in your side is that hotel.  If we ever want to develop or to come in and look at that hotel, they’re going to have a concern with all that traffic backup, because they’re going to have people at this new light that they want to build, to be able to get in and out, without sitting for a half of an hour in traffic.  So for the GEEAA Park, for Avon, for all of those developments that we want to bring in and we want to increase our workforce, I see that we need that.  The other thing too, as the Mayor pointed out, the south side development of Crescentville Road that might happen.  Years ago when we did the planning for Showcase Cinemas, there was a lot of parking that was required.  Maybe at some point, they don’t need all of that parking.  Maybe at some point in the future, some of that will be redeveloped into office or some type of light industrial or retail space through there.
Mrs. Harlow (continued):  I think that if there’s money available, if we can sit down at the table with Fairfield again; Fairfield seems very willing to sit down with us.  This is twice that they’ve checked us out at the OKI and asked us to talk about it.  Mr. Okum and I met with the Mayor maybe a month ago, bringing this up; now that the funding available, I think that we really should look at it and at least attempt to gain some funding.  If we don’t get the funding, then maybe this is a discussion for another time but at least try to secure some funding.
Mr. Parham:  Going back, the reason and the benefit at that point in time was a partnership between two neighboring communities and unfortunately, at that point in time, they made a decision not to continue on that leg in their community.  The balance of that project was completed.  The benefit for us all was the partnership and doing the total project; they just had to make a decision for their community.
Mr. Vanover:  Would that involve the Glenmary Missioners property too?
Mr. Parham:  Their driveway fronts in that area, yes.  
Mr. Vanover:  I totally concur because, Mr. Parham, you’re correct, it’s a behavioral thing.  We all have our A plan, our back-up B plan, and that includes driving.  I’ve been coming in on 747 on Wednesday mornings and it’s amazing the traffic headed south and I’ve seen it headed north in the evening with the reverse flow, but with the development at GEEAA Park, Avon, and potential further at Pictoria and some of this other, it definitely couldn’t hurt.  Otherwise, we’re going to be stuck with an intersection that is working well below its’ optimal operation.  We’re facing that issue at 747 and Crescentville and the additional development there is only going to tax that intersection further.  So if we can get other avenues to get people moving, wherever they’re headed, I think that definitely would be a plus to us.  
Mr. Diehl:  Mr. Parham, do you remember the dollars and cents for that Fairfield Project?

Mr. Parham:  No.  It was a joint application and I believe Fairfield served as the lead agency on the project.  As I recall, we received quite a bit of funding for it, but I do not remember what the dollar figures were for our share.  Probably if we were to go back and look into one of the older budgets, because it identified the overall funding and it identified each community’s share, we probably could look and see what the numbers were.
Mr. Diehl:  That won’t be necessary.  Thank you.
Law Director’s Report     
Mr. Forbes:  I do have one item tonight.  I’ve actually been asked to talk a little bit tonight about marijuana, specifically the proposed constitutional amendment that would legalize marijuana in Ohio.  It’s a little early in the process, but I thought it’s beneficial for Council to understand basically the summary of the amendment and some local issues that you might care about.  The short version is this – what is being proposed is an amendment to the Ohio constitution that would legalize both medical and recreational use of marijuana.  You have to be 18 to get medical marijuana; you’d have to be 21 to buy marijuana without any kind of prescription.  At this point, it’s not even on the ballot yet.  They need a little north of 305,000 signatures and those signatures have to come from 44 of the 88 counties across the state.  They have until July 1st to gather enough signatures and have it submitted.  If they can do that, then it will get on the ballot for November and if it passes, then in November, that’s when the rest of this will become relevant.  Three basic things I’ll tell you about it.  One is the business model of how’s it’s proposed.  Marijuana will only be allowed to be grown at site-specific, state-regulated property.  To be specific, the Constitutional Amendment, or proposed amendment, identifies the ten parcels across the state of Ohio where these growth facilities would be.  So they’re already identified; they already know where the ten will be if this goes into effect.  It would also allow for retail dispensaries as well as medical dispensaries.  At the growth level, which is kind of the wholesale level, and then at the retail level, there’s a flat tax that would be imposed.  At the growth level, at those ten growth sites, they would have to pay a flat tax, I think, of 15% of their gross revenue and then at the retail level, it’s a 5% flat tax.  All of that tax money goes into a fund at the state, which is then divided up into three basic categories.
Mr. Forbes (continued):   A percentage of it goes to the counties across the state; 55% of it is earmarked for municipalities and townships across the state, and it’s all based per capita, so it doesn’t matter how many of these facilities or stores you have in your community, it’s just based on population.  The remaining percentage would go to a board that hasn’t even been created yet, called the Marijuana Control Commission, which is, in essence, the counterpart of the Ohio Liquor Control Commission.  In fact, I read an article today that, based on projections from the group that’s proposing this, by the year 2020, in Hamilton County alone, if their projections prove true, there will be about $20M dollars to be divided up among the municipalities and townships just in Hamilton County.  That is the business model of it.
The other part that’s important for you to understand is the impact on local control.  Again, the 10 grow sites are already identified by the Constitution, much like the casino amendment, it identifies specifically where the parcels are.  It does say that these establishments, all of the establishment all the way down to the retail establishments, they are subject to local laws related to health, safety, and building codes, fire codes but it very specific that it says no local zoning or land-use laws or subdivision regulations shall prohibit the development of marijuana establishments.  What that basically means is you will not have any local zoning control over these establishments.  The tradeoff there though, is that every retail store, before it gets its’ license from the state, it actually has to be approved by the voters in that precinct where it’s proposed to be located, so think of it like the Sunday sales local option election.  So if there’s a proposed retail establishment, it would have to go on the ballot for that site to be approved, but your local zoning can’t control anything about it unless it’s 100% residential district; that’s the only exception.  That’s some impact on potential local control.
Then the last point is just an oversight provision.  Like I said this would create the Ohio Marijuana Control Commission, which is proposed to be similar to the Liquor Control Commission.  That’s why I say it’s a little premature because until this passes and until this commission is created, they are the ones that will promulgate all the rules and regulations.  All the things that we have, like regarding liquor permits, it will likely be similar provisions then for these licenses for retail establishments.  That’s it in a nutshell.  The last I heard, sometime in April, I believe, they had collected more than half of the signatures that were necessary.  At this point, it’s just a matter of waiting until July 1st to see if it even makes it to the ballot.  I can try to answer any questions about the general nature of it, if there are any. 

 Mr. Knox:  Is there anything in the bill that limits the amount of THC in the marijuana?
Mr. Forbes:  Not to my understanding, No.  

Mr. Knox:  So it can get continually greater and greater.  Second question - How will our police be able to identify people who are the equivalent of intoxicated?
Mr. Forbes:  One of the things that the group that is proposing this will tell you is that there are already laws on the books that talk about impaired driving.  When you look at those, they already have an acceptable limit, just like you have a blood alcohol level; there’s already a limit and I don’t know the exact number but I think you can be tested through a blood test or a urine test, so that’s already on the books. 
Mr. Knox:  There’s nothing like a breathalyzer though.  

Mr. Forbes:  My understanding is there’s no equivalent of a breathalyzer.  Even now with driving while intoxicated, we typically rely on breathalyzer test, but you can do blood test or urine test for that.
Mayor Webster:  Even though we can’t control it through zoning, if Bob Diehl wants to set up a shop on Clearfield, he couldn’t do that, right; that’s totally a residential area?  
Mr. Forbes:  Right, if it’s residential, you cannot do it and that’s right in the Constitution – what it says is “zoning or land use laws can not prohibit it provided that no such marijuana establishment shall be located in a district zoned exclusively residential.
Mr. Forbes (continued):  So if it’s exclusively residential, it’s prohibited, but in any other district that’s not exclusively residential, it would be permitted but then there’s the extra step that, then you have to have the local option election, for that.  
Mayor Webster:  So if someone wanted to set up in any or our retail, they can do it?  If they want to set up in the middle of an industrial park, they could do that also – the only prohibition is if it’s all residential?
Mr. Forbes:  Correct.

Mr. Hawkins:  Along those lines of the zoning and their location, is there anything with regard to schools?  
Mr. Forbes:  Yes, I’m sorry.  There’s also already language in the constitutional amendment that says it can’t be within 1,000 feet of I think it’s schools, daycares, places of worships; there are already similar laws like that for other types of uses but that’s built into the constitutional amendment, so it would not be any local control, that would be at the constitutional level.    

Mr. Hawkins:  In terms of, Mrs. McNear may bring through someone making an application for a liquor permit - if someone’s coming through with a request for a retail marijuana distribution permit, that’s still going to go through municipalities?
Mr. Forbes:  That we don’t know yet because there haven’t been any rules and regulations promulgated.  It just says there will be a Marijuana Control Commission and they will establish the rules.  From what I have read, I think the intent is it would operate similarly to liquor permits but until the rules are there, we just don’t know.

Mr. Knox:  As we’ve been over a few times before, elections cost money.  If somebody came in and wanted to open up such a shop, would they be expected to pay part of the cost of the election?
Mr. Forbes:  My understanding, at this early stage, is that it would work just like any other local option election so if, when Sam’s Club wants to put an issue on, the truth is I don’t know if they pay, if they shared any costs of that, like a liquor option election, so I don’t know if this type would either.

Mrs. Emerson:  Is there an amount you can purchase, a limit?  How much you can have on person?  Can you sell it to someone else?  Can you have your own personal growth, up to a limit at your own house?
Mr. Forbes:  Yes, actually.  The way that it’s set up is that you can purchase, possess, transport, from these retail establishments, up to one ounce.
Mrs. Emerson:  How much is one ounce?

Mr. Forbes:  You’re asking the wrong person; I don’t know.

Mr. Diehl:  Do we have any experts?

Mr. Forbes:  The equivalent right now, under state law of possession, as in minor misdemeanor possession of marijuana, is actually less than one hundred grams and I have no idea how grams to ounces translate.  I do know, under the proposed amendment, you’d be able to buy, possess, up to an ounce.  It also has a provision that any individual can then also apply for a different type of permit which I’m sure comes with its’ own permit fee, to have a permit to grow up to four plants on your own property.  I think if you get that kind of permit, that’s just a personal use permit; I think you may be allowed to have up to eight ounces.  I’d have to look back at it.  I know for the typical retail establishment rule, it says one ounce and that you can have up to four flowering plants on your property with a different type of permit.  
Mrs. McNear:  You mentioned there’s a distinction between medical and recreational – is that because there’s a different strength for the two or is it because the insurance companies are involved?  

Mr. Forbes:  I have no idea about insurance companies.  I do know where it would apply is at the tax level.  I don’t think it makes any distinction on different strains or different types – that could be; I have no idea.  What it does say is if it’s for medicinal purposes and it’s purchased through the state-regulated process for medicinal purposes, that’s a not-for-profit venture and I don’t believe you have to pay tax on it; it’s only at the retail establishment that you pay the extra tax.

Mr. Vanover:  Being that I am a dumb person with a smart phone, one gram = .035703527396195 ounces.
Mr. Forbes:  Yes, that still doesn’t help me. 

Mr. Vanover:  It’s kind of like πr2, right?

Mrs. Emerson:  On that one ounce that you’re allowed to have, how often can you purchase that – every day, once a week?  And who’s going to monitor all of that?  Then if you have your own plants, you can have up to eight ounces, did you say?  

Mr. Forbes:  Four plants and I think it’s as if you have those four plants that you can have I want to say eight ounces; I can’t remember the exact number.  Again, they’re going to create this Marijuana Control Commission, which will then produce its’ own rules and regulations and I would suspect within those rules and regulations, it will talk about that.

Mrs. Emerson:  And that’s per state?  Every state could have their own regulations, is that correct?  
Mr. Forbes:  For instance, it’s already legal.  In fact, I think it’s 23 states, marijuana is already legal for medicinal purposes and then there are two or three others where it’s legal for any use.  So, yes, it will differ state by state but let me also just mention this – no matter what all the states do, it’s still against federal law.  So it’s still illegal under federal law.  
Mrs. Emerson:  Which means what?

Mr. Forbes:  Which means, in the event that the federal government had any interest in actually enforcing any of it, they still could.  I think if you talked to other states that have some level of legalization, I don’t get the impression that the federal government is too interested in pursuing that.
Mr. Hawkins:  Is there anything pending on the Supreme Court regarding this issue in Colorado or California?

Mr. Forbes:  Not that I’m aware of.

Mr. Vanover:  Anything else, Mr. Forbes?

Mr. Forbes:  No, I’m sorry, that’s all.  That’s enough.

Mr. Vanover:  No comment.

Engineer’s Report
Mr. Shvegzda:  Now something more mundane, like roadway construction.  On the West Kemper Road Rehabilitation Project, as far as an update on that, either today or tomorrow the contractor will have completed the storm sewer construction up to about 305 West Kemper Road.  That concludes the part of the storm sewer that is outside of the pavement.  The remainder of the storm sewer work is all within the pavement.  We have the allowable closure date of June 8th for the road, where the detour would be on Northland Boulevard.  At this point, the contractor will be wrapping up that work.
Mr. Shvegzda (continued):  There will essentially be a period of no construction until the closure date becomes available and that’s June 8th, I think is the actual closure date.  So you’ll see a period of time now where they’ll be off the job and they’ll start up again around June 8th.  

For the Boggs Lane Rehabilitation Project, the schedule is as follows:  we advertised for bids today.  The bids will be opened June 3rd; we’ll report to Council as far as the results of the bid; hopefully there will be a contract for award before Council on June 17th and we anticipate start of construction mid-July and construction completion late November.  That concludes my report. 
Mayor Webster:  Getting back to the West Kemper Road Project, those residents down there will be notified and we will be putting a door hanger on their doors, explaining to them that the contractor has done all he can do without closing the road and we do not want the road closed until school is out, which is the week of June 8th.  Hopefully that will satisfy the residents.  It won’t satisfy them but at least they will know what’s happening.  

Mr. Knox:  Mr. Shvegzda, will the intersection of Kemper and Lawnview remain open?  
Mr. Shvegzda:  Yes, that will be open.  We’re discussing with the Traffic Engineer exactly how to reconfigure the light there, but that intersection will remain open.  
Mr. Parham:  The contractor will be back on or around June 1, because the contract requires at that point that they erect signage to identify where the potential detour will be located.  We will also put something on the Facebook page and also put something on the web site just to let everybody know, outside of just the residents who live there but others who travel up and down Kemper Road so that they will be aware of it.
Communications
Mrs. McNear:  Nothing this evening.    
Communications from the Audience
Mrs. Matheny:  Good evening.  It is my annual visit to announce the opening of our 7th annual Farmer’s Market, which will be Thursday, June 4th from 3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  We are at the same location that we were last year – at the corner of Walnut and Peach Street in the city parking lot.  I just want to go through quickly and list who I’ve got listed as our vendors starting the year with us:  John Walther Farm, he’ll be back with us; he sells wonderful produce; Ludwig Farm, he was new last year from Lawrenceburg – he’s going to be back with us this year; It Smells Good, Derrick’s favorite caramel corn, even though I think he was on a diet last summer – I didn’t see him out there; another Springdale resident, Ladies Crafter’s – they’ll be selling their corn hole bags and embroidered items; Braid’s Soapworks, he’ll be selling his hand-made soap; Mamaw Hampton’s; and Timeless Treasures, she’ll be selling a variety of different things that she makes, what-me-nots, catch-alls, trinkets, as my dad would refer to them.  Back by popular demand – Miller’s Amish Bakery; they were not there last year.  If I had to be asked once, I had to be asked a hundred times, where is the Amish Bakery?  Basically, they were building a house and didn’t see it feasible to make the trip up here but they are coming back this year.  Some of the newer vendors that we have, which is quite a few Springdale residents, Sullivan Silver Designs, her and her mother, Megan Sullivan, are going to be selling jewelry that they make.  There’s going to be a lady selling baked goods.  We have the Brownie troop of Springdale that’s going to be there selling a variety of things that they’re creating as we speak; I don’t quite know what, but they’re saving up for a trip to Washington D.C. I think.  There’s going to be a new produce and baked good company called Covered Wagon Farmer Market and JB’s Creations will be selling purses that she makes, home-made candy, scarves, and children’s items.  I have been looking for a food vendor because I got some very upsetting disturbing news a few weeks ago that our food truck that we had at market, that gentleman passed away.  Today was kind of my lucky day when things kind of broke; there is a good possibility that the boosters program of Princeton Schools could possibly be doing this for us, grilling out, and/or Skyline Chili.  I don’t have a final on either one of those but they’re both very interested.  I’ve been promised that tonight that the entertainment will be ongoing weekly by Daniel J. Mastrullo.  We hope to see you all on June 4th.  Thank you.
Mr. Vanover:  Julie, will you identify yourself for the camera audience and for the record.
Mrs. Matheny:  Julie Matheny, Springdale Chamber of Commerce, 669 Park Avenue.

Mr. Vanover:  Is there anybody else that would like to address Council for any reason?  

Mrs. Joan Kilo:  I’m Joan Kilo from Crossing at the Park.  I’m here to thank the Council for being instrumental in getting our grass cut finally.  It looks really nice now.  I talked to that gentleman that Keystone hired and he is going to do something about the building.  He said it’s really gross and I guess they’re going to demolish it.  So we thank you; the Crossings thank you very much.  We needed your help.

Ordinances and Resolutions

ORDINANCE No. 6-2015
AUTHORIZING AN AMENDED JOINT SELF-INSURANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE CENTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT BENEFITS POOL (CLGBP) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Mr. Squires made a motion to adopt; Mr. Knox seconded. 

Mr. Hawkins:  I just wanted to check to see if, since the timeframe that we’ve been involved in this, we’ve ever seen a situation where anybody has withdrawn without the appropriate notice and had to have the 2/3 votes to be approved and/or if we’ve seen or heard of a situation where someone has tried to come back in prior to the three-year window.
Mr. Parham:  I am not aware that a community left unauthorized.  I know that Colerain Township was originally a part of the group, but they did notify the group that they would be leaving and I am also not aware, since Mr. Thamann typically handles this program, but I am not aware that someone has made an attempt to come back.  I know that when we joined, there were some things within their language that would, when you joined the program, all of a sudden, you bought their debt and that was the case then but you also had the opportunity, if you joined and it was doing really well, then you bought their asset and that should not be a part of it because you had no experience in it.  We pushed very hard and they changed the language and now it’s one in which you benefit from the years that you were involved with the group.  I think what they have tried to do here, because I do not believe they have had any language in place in order to speak to how they would treat a group on how long they would carry, what is typically in the industry called your run-out claims.  Once you leave us by xx date, of course your employees have incurred claims, the debt just hasn’t occurred, or been paid, and so they’re putting in place how long they will cover you if you are a good person and tell us you are going to leave and what is going to happen if you are not a good person and simply leave without telling us.  I do not know if there is anyone who sits in either of those positions of trying to come back in or of someone who has left the organization without telling them.  
Ordinance No. 6-2015 passed with seven affirmative votes.

ORDINANCE No. 7-2015
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH COMPASS MINERALS AMERICA, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE OF SNOW AND ICE CONTROL ROCK SALT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Mr. Knox made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Emerson seconded.  Ordinance No. 7-2015 passed with seven affirmative votes. 
Old Business
Mr. Vanover:  I have a couple of items.  I’m sure my cohorts here on the dais have seen it – they have been advertising that Ford experience on television now and the amazing thing was, it said Forest Fair Mall Village.  I had to chuckle about that.  Have we heard any further communication other than, I know we got an invite, from either Forest Park or Fairfield?  

Mr. Parham:  I have not heard anything additional.  I think the last mention from Mr. Thamann last week before leaving the office was that he had placed a call to the Ford representative but had not heard any follow-up.
Mayor Webster:  I had asked our Law Director to touch base with the Law Director in Forest Park to see if they even had a noise ordinance and he tells me this evening, you can fill them in, but they do have an ordinance.  What our advice to our residents is, if they encounter a noise, go ahead and call our police.  We will instruct our police to hand it off right away to Forest Park, but there is a noise ordinance but how strictly they’re going to enforce it, I don’t know.

Mr. Forbes:  Yes, that is correct.  I did talk to the Law Director for Forest Park.  He indicated to me that he was aware of what we were talking about; he had talked to the City Manager and that they had passed it on to the Police Department.  He confirmed that they do have a noise ordinance and that they’re aware of the concern.

Mayor Webster:  Do you have your VIP invite to go test drive?  I hope you all made your reservations.  I’ll be out there with mine.

Mr. Hawkins:  I have little faith, as I sit here, that Forest Park is going to do what they need to do in terms of dealing with their noise ordinance.  We still have a giant section of fence down at the end of Yorkhaven and we’ve gotten to about 30 days from when I’ve spoken with their Building Director so I’ll probably be going back to another Forest Park City Council meeting to complain with regard to their management.  I mean they obviously have a Building Department, they’ve got things they’re supposed to maintain, just like we do, with their codes; they’ve got noise ordinances.  It’s just not happening.  I hope that something changes but as it stands right now, they still haven’t taken care of the fence that’s down over there.  I’ll be going back to City Council in Forest Park and speaking with them.
Mayor Webster:  Derrick, have you had any conversation with Ray Hodges about that fence and why they can’t make them put that fence back?

Mr. Parham:  I have not had anything recent.  While I was out of the office, there were emails going back and forth.  I think the Police Chief shared an email with me that was sent probably two or three years ago relative to the fence.  At that time, and I am not even sure if it is the same owner of the mall because it has changed hands so many times, but at that time, there was an attempt on the part of the then owner to suggest that they were not required to repair the fence and then Mr. Hodges, City Manager of Forest Park, spoke very affirmatively that you are required and you shall repair it.  I think at that point they did repair it but, again, it goes to the damage that they experience.

Mayor Webster:  Could we connect with Ray Hodges again to see if he can intervene? There and look at that fence?

Mr. Parham:  Sure.

Mr. Vanover:  Chesterdale Road – what’s the status, did Sharonville approve that rock place?  

Mr. Parham:  I sent an email out to everyone.  I believe they had a First Reading and there are two additional readings that their City Council will entertain before they adopt it so I guess they have three readings before it is adopted.  It appears to me that they are more than likely going to adopt it.  I have not heard of any other additional opposition.  I think in the email that I sent back to everyone, I stated that they seemed to address a lot of the issues that we raised.  Relative to the location of the drive entrance, they moved it further to the south, which is actually better, if you think about the property.
 Mr. Parham (continued):   Right now, or previously, ODOT used a small portion of the acreage.   These guys are going to take advantage of the entire property.  They relocated the pulverizer and the trash container further to the south of the property, because it was originally located in the northern part of the property.  They moved that further to the south.  It is not all the way at the bottom, because all the way at the bottom was that extra lot.  Relative to the extra lot, they said the development is a PUD (Planned Unit Development), so just like we have the ability to control what is there, it will go before their boards to address that issue.
The one item that I said to them that I am not sure that you will ever be able to erase a concern of mine is the truck traffic that will head north and the truck traffic that will come south on Chesterdale, past the school, through the neighborhoods.  I was on the phone with their Safety Service Director, which is the equivalent of a City Manager and their Building Official and as we were engaged in the conversation, the Building Official tried to think about ways to limit trucks from making right turns off of the property, out of the site.  He talked about signage but I told him signage is not going to help.  We deal with signage all the time on Crescentville and it has not helped.  He talked about maybe perhaps, and I am assuming he is not an engineer; they could physically construct something that would keep trucks from making right turns.  As I shared with him, I see people do some very unusual things that you would imagine they would not do while they are driving.  This includes sitting at State Route 4 and Kemper Road, heading east-bound, stopped at the traffic signal to turn left, I see a south-bound vehicle in the east-bound turn lane make a U-turn into the UDF parking lot on Route 4.  That is just simply crazy but I have seen it occur.  People will drive over whatever structure you put, especially these trucks, in order to get to their destination in the easiest route possible.  
Mr. Hawkins:  With regard to the email you sent and the article I think they were indicating, I thought there would only be one to four trucks per day, is that believable, based on what you have seen or the other locations they have, is there any information on that; how busy they will actually be.  
Mr. Parham:  I am not sure.  They forwarded a document that shows Sharonville did make contact with another jurisdiction, and I forget exactly where that jurisdiction is located.  Sharonville talked to them and they received positive feedback from that community.  There is a video; I think I shared the video with the Mayor and Mr. Vanover but I am not sure I shared it with everyone.  If you go online to this company, I think it is SEMCO, and watch their video, you will see big semi-trucks driving through the property.  They’re assuming early morning drop-offs.  The problem is that they also provide rock salt and I have to assume that the rock salt that this operation would be providing are more for contractors who have contracts to maybe clear some of the parking lots in commercial areas.  So I am not sure what are their hours of operation and how long you will be able to make a pick-up to grab salt because quite frankly, when our folks are out plowing, when we need to replenish, we go to our facility and replenish.  In a private business, most of them probably do not have the type of facilities we have and they’re probably stretched out depending on where their contracts are and so they probably would have to go back to this vendor in order to secure more product to go back out and treat those lots.  I do not know how many trucks they would have.  I talked to either the Sharonville Building Official or Mrs. McBride, because she was the one who first brought it to my attention and this operation made reference that they are a higher-scale operation than Evan’s.  If you have ever gone to the Evan’s site over in Symmes Township, right off of Loveland-Madiera Road, I have gone that direction because I go over to the bike trail, and you will see dump trucks, you will see dooleys, you will see bigger trucks.  I do not recall seeing any semi-trucks on their property but if you look at the diagram that they present, you will see a very similar diagram with a lot of gravel.  One other thing, their path is an asphalt pavement coming into the site and where typically you drive through to access the business, but then the other areas where you have the ability to drive through, where the product will be set, when you go adjacent to the product that will all be gravel.  I believe he (Sharonville Building Official) said to me the Planning Commission originally rejected that feature, but their Board of Zoning Appeals then approved it because the developer was able to convince them that they could spray something on it to keep the dust down, so they approved it.  

Mayor Webster:  I talked to two of the Sharonville council members at the Health Fair and they assured me that the truck traffic was not going to be an issue.  There will be very little truck traffic going north, where they exit that site; most of that traffic would be routed south.  That’s what the two council members told me.  And I’m sure I believed them just like I would believe two Springdale council members if they told me something.    
Mr. Diehl:  Which two?

Mr. Parham:  I think just to follow-up on the Mayor’s comment, everybody is focusing on the truck traffic coming out of there.  No one is talking about the truck traffic that is going to the site and the traffic that is coming off of Crescentville.  As I said in that opening letter to them, right now we have truck traffic that is headed down Crescentville and some of that truck traffic is going to go the quickest route possible and they’re going to make that right turn if they are coming from 747 on Chesterdale Road to make it to that location.  Some of them may come from Sharonville down Kemper, but I feel fairly certain you are probably going to get some also coming from the east, down Crescentville to Chesterdale to get to that site.  
Mrs. Harlow:  I think the noise and the dust coming from that area is going to be unbearable for the people over there.  I can remember I had a family member who lived close to a rock quarry and if you’ve ever heard those trucks that are fully loaded, with the whine of their engine, that right there is enough to drive you crazy.  I just feel so sorry for those people over there.  
Mr. Vanover:  My other thought, and it piggybacks on the trucks, is how our roads are going to hold up over there because we know there are weight restrictions but it’s only a restriction until you get caught.  It is disheartening.  All we can do is raise the flag and hope.

Mrs. Emerson:  Can we limit when they load or unload or leave or go in as far as school hours – when the kids are walking to school or the kids are walking home from school, or riding their bikes, or whatever.  Can we limit those times specifically?
Mr. Parham:  First of all, we can not.  That action would have to be the City of Sharonville.  One of the things as I was talking to the two gentlemen, the Building Official was trying, just like Mr. Taylor or Mr. McErlane would be our person who presents information to our Planning Commission, one of the things that he was trying to do was come up with ways to add restrictions to assist with the process, but again, even if you say that to the developer, that the hours are to be restricted, most of these are probably independent contractors, truck drivers, that are going to be visiting that site, leaving that site and that developer, I doubt seriously, is going to have control over which direction those trucks go and when they go.  They’re trying to get rid of their product. 
New Business

Mrs. Emerson:  I make a motion that the Council go into Executive Session as a Committee of the whole to discuss Economic Development.  Mr. Hawkins seconded the motion.  With seven affirmative votes, the Council retired to Executive Session at approximately 8:45 p.m.  No legislation was expected from the Executive Session.
The Council returned to chambers and reconvened at 9:29 p.m.

Meetings and Announcements
Mrs. Harlow:  Planning Commission will meet June 9th at 7:00 p.m. in these chambers.  The Zoning Review Committee will meet on June 10th at 4:00 p.m. in the conference room.  On June 11th is an OKI meeting at 10:30 a.m. and I would ask if there is anyone who could attend that in my stead, I would appreciate it.  If not, I’ll get all of the information from Mr. Okum and bring it forward. 

Mr. Hawkins:  The Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on June 16th at 7:00p.m. in these chambers.
Communications from the Audience



-
none
Update on Legislation Still in Development
Mr. Hawkins:  As you review your Internal Memorandum, Item I was addressed with Ordinance No. 6-2015, which passed with a 7-0 vote.  Item II was addressed with Ordinance No. 7-2015, which passed with a 7-0 vote.  Items III, IV, and V are all forthcoming and Item VI was addressed with regard to introductions and special recognition for Rylee Trainor.   
Recap of Legislative Items Requested for next Council meeting
Mr. Hawkins:  We have a request for an Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk of Council/Finance Director to Enter into an Agreement with Advanced Data Processing, Inc. dba Intermedix, for Ambulance Billing and Related Professional Services and Declaring that an Emergency.  We also have a Resolution Authorizing the City of Springdale Police Department to Participate in the Hamilton County Heroin Coalition Task Force.  
Council adjourned at 9:38 p.m.
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Kathy McNear








Clerk of Council/Finance Director
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