City of Springdale Council

March 16, 2016


President of Council Vanover called Council to order on March 16th, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.
The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. McNear provided the Invocation.
Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council Members Diehl, Emerson, Ghantous, Harlow, Hawkins, Shroyer, and Vanover were present.  
The minutes of the March 2nd, 2016 City Council meeting were considered.  Mrs. Emerson made a motion to adopt; Mr. Hawkins seconded.  Minutes were adopted as published with six affirmative votes.  Mr. Diehl abstained as he was not present at that meeting.
President Vanover:  First off, before we start on Committee and Official Reports, we want to add Item 6.N. and that is Charter Revision.
Committee and Official Reports

Civil Service Commission
Mr. Higgins:  The Springdale Civil Service Commission met on March 3rd, 2016 with all members present and Mr. Thamann.  We reviewed the minutes from the February 4th, 2016 meeting and those were approved.  We reviewed the Police Exam.  We had 169 applications and 114 people sat for the exam and out of those, 81 were offered to take the physical readiness test.  The physical readiness test was scheduled for March 12th, 2016 with Mrs. Nienaber, Mr. Coleman, and myself all agreeing to observe.
For the Violations Bureau Clerk, the top ten applicants have been certified.  Mrs. Nienaber and I observed the testing procedure.  There was some discussion from Mrs. Nienaber during the meeting about the new on-line test.  It is noted that the annual SERB Report is due May 2nd, 2016 and it will be reviewed at the next meeting.  With that being said, the next meeting is scheduled for April 7th, 2016.  That concludes my report unless there are any questions. 
Rules and Laws
Mr. Diehl  
-
no report 
Finance Committee
Mr. Diehl  
-
no report
Planning Commission
Mrs. Harlow
-
no report
Board of Zoning Appeals
Mrs. Ghantous 
-
no report
Board of Health

Mrs. Emerson:  The Board of Health met March 10th, in the chambers adjacent to here; all present.  Under the Food and Service Operations and Retail Food Establishment report, Chipotle at the Tri-County Mall opened March 9th and the Outback Steakhouse is to relocate in front of Macy’s at the Tri-County Mall out lot.
For the Willow’s Work Group, the Springdale Health Department held that Willow’s Work Group meeting on March 11th.  They discussed recent public health concerns and public safety concerns along with further planning of the May 7th, 2016 Chamberlain Park Block Party.  Details of this meeting will follow at the next Board of Health report in April.
For the Pool and Spa Program, the third and final reading of the Springdale Health Department Swimming Pool and Spa License Regulation and fee schedule was held and passed unanimously with fees as follows:  primary public swimming pools or spas are $374; the secondary public swimming pools and spas are $186.  The local Boards of Health are authorized by Section 3709.09 and Section 3749.04 of the Ohio Revised Code to establish fees for the licensing and inspection of public pools and spas.  The rates this year were the same as 2015, so there was no increase there.
Mrs. Emerson (continued):  The Springdale Nuisance Abatement Program, which we refer to as SNAP, met on March 4th.  Their mission is to promote health, safety, and economic validity through the hotels and motels located in Springdale.  They discussed recent service calls to the hotels by the Police and the Fire Departments, recent hotel/motel inspections, any activity or complaints, and suggestions of items that need to be included in the letter to be sent out to the Springdale hotel and motel operators informing them of this new program and asking for them to participate in it.  I believe that letter is supposed to take place in June.
The Ohio Department of Health presented two full days of free food safety training for the environmental health professionals in Southwest Ohio at the Springdale Community Center on March 9th and 10th; approximately forty Sanitarians from ten local Health Departments took part in this free training.  I had mentioned at the last Council Meeting about bringing in the incentive to food operations in Springdale to bring forth a large print or Braille menu.  The Springdale Health Department did receive a small number of food operations in Springdale that are interested in these menus and the Springdale Health Department continues to seek funds or grants to help them with those menus.
For the Nursing Report, concerning the Ebola outbreak, Sierra Leone’s last day that they are continuing to watch for Ebola is March 17th, which is tomorrow.  After that, we have no active cases but they will continue to watch this.  For the Zika Virus, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) has issued travel advisories to all traveling to Zika-affected areas to protect against mosquito bites. CDC continues to advise women who become or are pregnant to avoid travel to or protect themselves from mosquito bites if traveling.  Influenza activity in the United States has increased over the last two or three weeks, especially in the southwest area.  The Springdale Health Department is having a Healthy Diabetes Workshop and that is scheduled for Thursday mornings May 12th through June 16th, 9:30 a.m. until noon.  The Tri-State Medical Reserve Corp Summit is to be held on Saturday, April 9th, 2016 in Erlanger Kentucky.  Attendance is free and it is a good opportunity to learn more about Emergency Response and Planning activities in the Southwest Ohio region.  That’s all I have unless there are any questions.

Capital Improvements
Mrs. Emerson  
-
no report
O-K-I

Mrs. Harlow:  OKI met on March 10th, 2016.  In addition to our regular reports, which were the Director’s Report and the Finance Officer’s Report, we had a report on the Brent Spence Bridge.  The report was given because of the recent federal allocation of funds.  The report brought out that the Kentucky Governor needs to review the bridge plans before he will make any recommendations.  It was also brought out that the funding application requires that both Kentucky and Ohio have their funding and agreements in place before the application can even be looked at.  So it seems like that we are still pretty far away from this project.  We also had the presentation of the Fiscal Year 2015 audit report.  OKI was given a very clean report and received an excellence in financial reporting and that was issued by the State Auditor.
Council people, you will be receiving an email from OKI in regards to the 2040 Regional Transportation Plan.  They are looking for a new survey.  I think a lot of us participated in a survey a couple months back.  They had 2300 participants in that survey and they are looking for a similar participation in the upcoming survey.  They have 280 projects that they would like your input on.  This 2040 Regional Transportation Plan can be found at the OKI.org website; this will be everything from repairing existing roadways to creating more bike/pedestrian options, to what we want our communities to look like in 2040 and what needs we will have from our leaders of 2040 as well.  The other item of interest is, in our April meeting, we are hoping to have a presentation on driverless vehicles; I am not quite sure what that will bring but I will keep everybody updated when we have that presentation.  That concludes my report unless there are any questions.
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Webster:  I would like to continue my report I started last month on the CAP Committee.  They have pretty well wrapped up their work except that we are waiting for the results of the survey.  I gave all of you a copy of the survey and also the instruction sheet that will be accompanying that and those will go out somewhere around the first of April.  We are urging everyone to please respond to that.  We very much need your input.
Mayor Webster (continued):  If you respond by May 2nd, your family will be eligible for a drawing where we give away a free family pool membership valued at $95.  Only in Springdale can you win by participating.  That will sort of kick-off some of the things that the CAP Committee recommended.  Also, somewhere this summer we will be doing the Fun Guide, which we used to mail out a couple of times a year and the cost was about $6,000 every time we mailed this thing out.  Due to budget constraints, we discontinued this and so we will be mailing out an abbreviated version of this, about half the size and it will go out sometime this summer before Fall Sports sign-ups take place.  This will give everybody, in addition to the back of the instruction form which lists all of the activities that the Community Center offers, this also will just reemphasize this.  All of this is geared toward trying to increase sign-ups.  At the same time, the Community Center will be working on this welcoming package which will not only describe in detail the Community Center activities but also other City services.  This will be geared primarily to new residents of the City of Springdale.  After a lot of discussion we think we have, but I wouldn’t say it’s fool-proof, but we have a procedure in place where we think we can track all new residents coming into the City, either new homeowners, whether they own the home or rent the home or whether they live in an apartment.  It is going to take a lot of coordination between the Building Department, the Tax Department who will tell us when property transfers, and the managers of the apartment complexes.  The project will be completed by the end of the year but in the meantime, once we mail out this Fun Guide, then we will put the tracking in place so that any new people that move in after the Fun Guide is delivered will be aware of that and then we will make sure that they are aware of what the Community Center has to offer.  One of the other things that we are going to offer, we are going to attempt this year is going to be, and we will start this in the Fall, any child that comes in that has never registered and has never participated in Springdale activities, he or she will be allowed to sign up for one year only without the family having to buy the package membership and not only that, we are going to waive the fee for the individual membership.  So for this child to participate in soccer, basketball or whatever they want to participate in for one year, and one year only, the only thing they will have to pay is the Springdale Youth Boosters (SYB) sign-up fee, whatever that would happen to be.  Our hope is that we will get some families that will come out of the shadows, if you will, and have their child participate.  They will find out that it is a very innocuous type thing and that we don’t have police monitoring how many people are playing or where they live or anything else and that when next year comes around the child will not be allowed to play unless the family comes in and buys a membership - if they just want to buy a membership for that child, that is fine; that would be under the same scrutiny as any other membership.  It is a trial basis only, so if you hear that we are giving away memberships, we are not giving away memberships.  All this program will allow the individual child to do is to participate in whatever sport he is signed up for; he can’t participate in open-gym, he can’t do anything else except participate in that sport that he signed up for.  I think that pretty well covers the CAP issues.  Are there any questions on the CAP program?  I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Chairperson, Mr. Daryl Denny; Mr. Bob Diehl, Mrs. Megan Wisecup, and Sharon Casselman, who has announced her retirement, by the way, at the end of May, probably end of April is the last time we’ll see her, but officially, she’s on the payroll until the end of May, but anyway, I would like to thank those people for their participation.  The committee will meet again the second Wednesday in June to review those results of the surveys.

The second item that I would like to talk a little about is sort of a follow-up on the Health Commissioner Report - we have gotten a lot of calls and I know Matt gets a lot of calls about animal control, especially this time of year with skunks.  A few years ago, 2008 and 2009, we had to do away, along with the Fun Guide, we had to do away with the Animal Control Program.  That was costing us $15,000 to $18,000 a year, my recollection.  What we did instead was bought some Hav-A-Heart traps and those are available in the Health Department.  So if we have a wild animal issue, you sign up with no charge and can keep it for a reasonable amount of time, but if you trap an animal in there, then whatever you trap is yours and it is your responsibility to get rid of that animal and you are not allowed to discharge a firearm in the City of Springdale and you’re not allowed to turn the animal loose if it is skunks, ground hogs, raccoons, possums, and there is about six different animals that you are not allowed to turn loose.  You have a real dilemma on your hands, you would almost have to call an Animal Control Officer to come out and remove.  So I am getting a lot of complaints from citizens thinking it is the City’s responsibility to come out and take care of this animal.  Well, it is not ours - you don’t see a City of Springdale name tag on this creature.
Mayor Webster (continued):  What our Health Commissioner is advising people to do is to look into the various methods of various sprays that you can get or mix; that were the results of some of the natural predators, like the skunk - they don’t want to be around a mountain lion, and they don’t want to be around a coyote and, believe it or not, you can buy the urine of those animals and spray around the perimeter of your estate and keep those away.  I don’t know how you can explain to your neighbors.

President Vanover:  What that aroma is.

Mayor Webster:  Yes, but anyway, that is one thing we came up with, if you don’t want to pay the cost of an Animal Control Officer, then don’t put out a trap – instead, spray your premises.
Okay, on to more pleasant things - I would just like to remind everybody once again that the Lion’s Club would appreciate your support this Saturday, the 19th of March, 8:00 a.m. until noon at the Community Center - $6.00, all you can eat.  That’s all I have.  Thank you.
Clerk of Council/Finance Director
Mrs. McNear:  I have a General Fund financial update through February 29th, 2016.  Receipts, based on a budget of $18.490M, we have booked $3.952M, which is 21% of the budget.  Those receipts are made up of our top five funds sources of Earnings Tax, Real Estate Taxes, Paramedics Services, Local Government Funds, and Mayor’s Court; that accounts for $3.628M of the $3.952M, or 92%.  The Expenditures, based on net Expenditure budget of $16.708M, we have expended $2.465M and that is also 21%.  Our ending General Fund balance as of February 29th, was $2.582M.  That concludes the Financial Report.  If you have any questions, I would be happy to answer those.  Thank you.

Administrator’s Report                          
Mr. Parham:  Council, I have two items for you.  You have noticed over the last couple of Pending Legislation Reports, there was a note relative to the upgrade of our radio system.  As we all know, we have had a low-band radio system for our City services for over thirty years.  Being over thirty years, it is an outdated system.  It has been a rather long, drawn-out process trying to get these numbers right, but the Police Department and the Public Works Department have been working and performing research to identify new radios for the City.  They have identified 800 MHz radios.  In our general area (southwest Ohio) the primary radio source Is Motorola.  There is another radio provided, Kenwood, that I have identified in the report over the months.  A number of departments use Kenwood radios, however, the majority are using Motorola.  We have gone through a number of reviews.  There is an organization called Advanced Radio Technology (ART) and they are the suppliers for the Kenwood product.  Prior to the last meeting, we became aware of a third opportunity but that is also owned by Kenwood.  It is called the EFJohnson brand radio.  
EF Johnson radios are more popular in the northeast part of the state.  We are proposing that the City purchase the 49 radios, which would be a combination of portable radios and then radios installed in our vehicles.  This would be comprised of the Police Department, the Public Works Department, the Parks Department, and then replacing the radios that are here in the Administration Building.  One is in my office and the other is at the front desk.  The 2016 Annual Budget appropriated $170,000 to purchase new radios.  The cost for the upgrade to EF Johnson radios is $87,715 with just slightly under $12,000 that we will pay Camp Safety to install the radios into the various vehicles.  We have had an opportunity to speak with some of the departments who are using these radios to see whether they have experienced any issues, and whether they feel comfortable with them.  Some of the departments we spoke with were Mansfield Ohio, Groveport Ohio, and the Cleveland Metro Parks area.  This is a park system that integrates multiple counties.  They have had them for a number of years, and indicated they have had no issues or problems with the radios.  Therefore at the April 4th Council meeting, we would like to request legislation to purchase the EFJohnson brand radios from Advance Radio Technology.  Are there any questions?
Mrs. Harlow:  Mr. Parham, will these radios allow our Police, Fire, and Maintenance to talk to Forest Park and Sharonville – everybody will be able to communicate with each other?
Mr. Parham:  Yes.  Right now, our Police Department has a county radio and that allows them to speak to anyone in Hamilton County and sometimes outside of Hamilton County.  The Fire Department also has a radio that they have the ability to speak to other jurisdictions as well.
Mr. Parham (continued):  As for the Public Works Department, there radios are like the ones in our police cars.  They are all on our low band radio system which is specific to Springdale only.  With this upgrade, it will give us the ability to speak to other jurisdictions.  This would be more prevalent for our Police and our Fire Departments, but it would also give our Public Works Department the ability, in the case of an emergency, to communicate with other jurisdictions as well.  One of the topics that we have dealt with, at least the Hamilton County Commissioners have dealt with over the past couple of years, is how they are going to pay for the 911 system.  The Police and Fire radios, as I understand it, we will not be charged a cost to use the County’s radio 911 system.  We will continue to pay for each call out at a certain rate.  For the Public Works Department, there will be a fee that will be assessed for their usage and access to the system.  So yes, this will give us the ability to speak to other jurisdictions.
Mrs. Harlow:  I know that that has been an issue in the past especially during storms and things where communities were not able to talk to each other very efficiently.
Mr. Parham:  Yes.  I think the biggest concern that I have had with our radio system has not been so much the inability to speak to other jurisdictions but the inability to speak to our own personnel.  Our system is so old, the Public Works Department’s radios are still in their vehicles but they very rarely use them.  The Fire Department stopped using them some time ago.  The Police Department uses them.  I became aware of it a number of years ago while sitting in my office.  You could hear when one officer was attempting to either call headquarters and headquarters is unable to hear the call and so you hear a second officer then relay the message to headquarters and let them know that the first unit was attempting to contact them, or when two officers are trying to speak to one another.  I think that is a very dangerous situation.  So I think, I know, with the upgrade of this system, it will eliminate those problems for us.
Mrs. Harlow:  Thank you.

Mr. Diehl:  Mr. Parham, what is the timetable for install?
Mr. Parham:  That’s a good question, Mr. Diehl.  If Council approves this at the April 4th meeting, we will immediately begin to order them.  These will be purchased off the State bid list.  At that point, we would just begin to schedule them with the installer, which is Camp Safety.  At this point, I don’t have the answer as to how soon we will have them in but we are going to start pretty quickly.
Mr. Diehl:  Thank you.

Mr. Parham:  One other item, just to give you an update - beginning on Monday, March 7th, this wonderful document hit the streets (Mr. Parham was holding up a document), not really.  This is the demolition specifications for the former Sheraton Hotel.  The process began, as I mentioned, on March 7th and will expire on Monday, April 4th.  At that point, we will have the bid opening.  Just to give you an idea of the interest that we have had thus far, we have had as many as twenty eight contractors who have received a copy of the bid specifications.  There contractors are from as far as Lockport, New York near Buffalo; West Virginia, Dillner, Pennsylvania (not far outside of Pittsburgh); Midland, Michigan; Louisville, Kentucky, and a lot from our surrounding area.  On this upcoming Monday, we are scheduled to have a mandatory pre-bid meeting that will be held at the hotel.  If you are planning to bid on the demolition, you are required and mandated to be in attendance.  If you are not in attendance, we will not accept your bid.  We want to take the opportunity to answer all questions potential contractors may have, as well as explain exactly what it is in the document, in case they have some confusion concerning the specifications.  We want to answer their questions as to what would be necessary; what will be required; and then we will then address any issues that we may not have included in the document.  If we think we need to put out an addendum; at that point, we will put those out, but again, this will give them, beginning from Monday, two weeks to actually put together their bid and submit it for this project.  We are pretty excited about this opportunity.  We do not know as of yet as to how the building will come down and whether it will be a raffle or someone volunteering to push the button.  We are not sure how that is going to happen.  We have asked, in the document, that they give us information as to their method for demolishing the building.
Mr. Parham (continued):  We will then make an assessment relative to that information and a number of other things, including cost.  With that, I will answer any questions.
Mayor Webster:  Jerry Thamann eluded to this at the last Council meeting in Derrick’s absence but you would have to be here to appreciate the amount of hours that Derrick put into this project.  This is really a professionally-done document and I am sure that is lending to the fact that we are getting all this response.  So I want to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Parham for all of his dedicated service; great job.  We will reap the benefits of this - the more bidders we get, the better price we are going to get on this.  Thank you, Derrick.
Mr. Parham:  Thank you, Mayor.

Mrs. Emerson:  Mr. Parham, a quick question, health-wise - with the mold and stuff that is in that hotel, is that an issue with demolition - mold spores and those kinds of things?

Mr. Parham:  No, I do not believe that there is an issue relative to mold.  We have also engaged, a Springdale business, Power Engineers to perform an asbestos evaluation.  They have identified a small amount of asbestos and so we know that we are going to put an addendum out to address that issue.  Unfortunately, that information came out after the document was released.  So we are going to provide that to the contractors so that they know it will be their responsibility to eliminate the asbestos.  We are also awaiting the final results from an environmental assessment that was performed, also by Power Engineers, on the project.  The goal here is to eliminate as many barriers as possible and to open the opportunity up for as many contractors, first and foremost, but then, second of all, because our plan is not to retain this property.  Our plan is to put it back out onto market.  We want to eliminate any barriers that may exist for any particular developer that has an interest of developing what we want to see at that location. 

Mrs. Emerson:  Thank you.

Mrs. Harlow:  Mr. Parham, do you have a timeline that you can share with us?

Mr. Parham:  Relative to the demolition process?

Mrs. Harlow:  Yes.

Mr. Parham:  Again, we started on the 7th of March, bids have been out since then and, as of today, there are twenty eight companies that have received copies.  We have the pre-bid mandatory meeting on this upcoming Monday and then they will have two weeks, until April 4th, which is a Monday, at 10:00 a.m. to submit their bids.  At that point, in this room, we will have the bid opening and we will then know how much the low bidder has presented.  The best thing for our community is that we don’t always go on the lowest bid, we go on the best bid.  We will, as a team, and the Mayor gives me credit and I did put a lot of time in, but I have had some wonderful help and assistance from our team:  Mrs. Russell, Mr. Agricola, Mr. Shvegzda and his staff, Mr. Forbes, and Mr. Thamann.  This has been a total team effort of getting this organized and putting it together.  We are going to have to then go through an assessment process of evaluating these organizations again to make sure they have the capability to remove this structure from the site as well as to restore the site in a condition where a developer can simply come in, with the least amount of hassle and obstacles, to be able to develop what we would want to be seen on that site.  After that information is received, we would then, and we plan and hope to, come to Council by the first meeting in May to award the contract to the contractor.  There is a date of August 31st that we have placed into the document in which the building has to be torn down.  We have also done some preliminary contacts with other contractors to see what their timetable for projects such as this would be.  I believe that process has helped us recognize that we have a comfort zone with the August 31st date.  As soon as the building comes down, we will already have begun, and we will start here shortly, of putting together specifications to do perhaps two things:  one is to identify with a request for qualifications, developers that may be able to construct what we ultimately decide that we want at this location, and then two, to then put out a RFP for those who wish to purchase the property and to present to us the development plans that we would be able to choose from.  That is all I have.  Thank you.

Law Director’s Report

         Mr. Forbes
-
no report  
Engineer’s Report
Mr. Shvegzda:  Just a couple of updates from last month.  On the 2015 Street Program, we do have a meeting with the contractor on March 30th, at which time they will present the schedule for the project; they do have a completion date of May 31st for that work.
Regarding the State Route 4 Southbound Lane Addition, the environmental document that was a part of the process on that project has been approved.  We are anticipating receiving the project final agreement and local share estimate later this month, so then the executed Agreement and local share will be due back to ODOT early May.  That concludes my report.
Charter Revision

Mrs. Matheny:  Good evening.  I’m Julie Matheny and I am the Chairperson of the Charter Revision Committee.  We met on February 23rd across the hall here and we got sworn in, Mr. Vanover was there to do that for us, and he was also there for another matter, to have us look at a couple of items.   (Mrs. Matheny distributes documents to the Council Members.)  Basically, there are four items that we, as a body looked at, at the meeting on the 23rd.  The first two Items, A and B, were items that Mr. Vanover directed us, asked us to please look at.  We brought these two issues up, as some of you may recall, back four years ago, 2012, but we didn’t have this exact language.  Basically it says which Council Members of the Planning Commission shall serve, right now, it says four years in our Charter, and we are saying two years during their term as a Member of Council.  However, they may be reappointed to a succeeding term on Planning Commission.  Now that is one thing that we didn’t bring forth last time.  That leaves open the option that you could continue to serve, you’re not just automatically can serve.  We did a lot of discussing of these two items and we felt that because President of Council switches every two years, that they should have, those commissions should have the ability to change as well.  So basically, the Planning Commission, Zoning Appeals, we’re recommending the same two things - changing from four years to two years.

The other two items are basically just clean-up of language in the Charter.  Vacancy right now, it currently says that you can verbally indicate that you are going to vacate your seat, we’re saying that it needs to be in writing when if at all possible.  Then the last item is Mr. Knox’s suggestion - I don’t really know how crucial this is, but it is something that he is very passionate about – that, once you are sworn into office, once you’re elected and then you are appointed to Planning Commission or BZA or whatever other committee, then you have to be sworn in again.  It just seems kind of repetitive to go through that exercise for that individual.  Again, I would like to, especially for the new folks up here, just remind you these are suggestions that we are recommending to Council; all your decision is is to either agree or disagree with us that it goes on the ballot in November and the voters will ultimately be the deciding factor - it is not Charter Revision but you are the driving force to get it on the ballot.  I would be more than happy to answer any questions or concerns.  Thoughts? (None.)  Thank you very much.
Communications 

Mrs. McNear:  Thank you, Mr. President.  I do have one letter this evening, dated March 3rd, addressed to Mayor Doyle Webster:
“Dear Mayor Webster, City of Springdale Council Members, and Mr. Parham:
Spring is almost here and that means it is time to think about the upcoming swim season.  As I mentioned at the City Council meeting, the next two years are going to be busy.  With the upcoming swim season for 2016 and starting to plan for the 2017 championship, it will be a hectic but fun summer.  Our hope is that the City will help us out financially with the original amount of $3,000 this year.  This will help us get through the coming season and to help us get a head start on planning Springdale’s 2017 championship.  We realize the City has a tight budget and we appreciate all the help the City can provide.  On behalf of the Sailfish swimmers, parents, and coaching staff, we would like to thank you for your support.
Best regards, Sharon Brooks, Springdale Sailfish Parent Board President”  
Mrs. McNear (continued):  That concludes Communications.  Thank you.
Communications from the Audience

-
None
Ordinances and Resolutions

-
None
Old Business


Mrs. McNear:  I just wanted to add on to the comments the Mayor made earlier about the animal deterrents.  I kind of wrestled with myself whether I wanted to explain this or not, but there are other less expensive ways to do this without using animal urine or other sprays, you can use male adult urine.  Please don’t use the original container - collect it in another format and sprinkle it around your yard; it has the same effect.  (Laughter)  Honestly, it is true.  It does work; it has been tested.  The other thing that I wanted to mention about nuisance animals is is the goose problem that we have in the City.  I am a speed walker and I walk nearly every day.  Dodging goose dropping is now part of my interval training.  It is horrendous; it is very filthy.  I know that these animals are protected and I just wanted to see if there is anything that we can do.  You cannot walk down Ray Norrish Drive or Sheraton Lane without excessive droppings.  You can barely find a spot on the sidewalk that you can walk that does not have droppings on it.  I just wanted to see if there is anything we can do about this over-breading population we have of geese up in the Springdale Lake area.  Does anybody have any ideas?
Mr. Parham:  As you stated, it is a protected animal.  I am not sure what we would be able to do in that instance.
Mrs. McNear:  Additionally, this time of the year, while they are nesting, they are highly aggressive.  My husband and I were out walking the other night and we had the first one - it didn’t attack us but it was hissing.  It starts with the hissing and then, as the eggs are laid, then they will go after you.  We have actually had them attack our car, which is pretty impressive.
Mr. Parham:  I have been attacked by them before and I could not harm them.
Mrs. McNear:  You don’t want to, and they are beautiful animals but I am just concerned about diseases.  You think about the avian flus and that type of thing.  This can’t be good to have droppings of that size everywhere.  I know this is a huge problem at our office parks as well. 

Mr. Parham:  We can ask the Law Director’s Office and maybe see if they can do a little research.

Mrs. McNear:  Okay. That would be great; thank you.

Mayor Webster:  We have looked into this before but we can look into it again.  We can contact an animal control officer and just see what their suggestions are.  The area we live in up there is especially prone to them because of the lakes.  You can hardly drive up Ray Norrish Drive without seeing them on both sides of the road and sometimes in the middle of the road. 

Mrs. McNear:  And Route 4.

Mayor Webster:  And we occasionally see a dead one in the road where somebody has run over one.

President Vanover:  On Crescentville, too.

Mayor Webster:  We will check with an animal control officer to see if there is anything at all we can do but I don’t think there is.

Mrs. McNear:  Thank you.
Mr. Diehl:  I’m not sure I really want to ask this question, but I am going to anyway - is there any way we can clean this up - can we clean the droppings up at all?  I don’t know how often you need to do something like that?  I am just asking the question.
Mayor Webster:  Do you want to volunteer?  (Laughter.)  I don’t think so; I don’t know where you’d start with that.

Mr. Diehl:  I don’t know - maybe with a fire truck.

Mayor Webster:  We could maybe, … - oh, never mind.

Mrs. McNear:  Even if we had a way to do it, the next day it is going to be back.  It is like having a dog - it is a constant process.  When it rains, it does get cleaned up somewhat but there are several flocks up there and it is a mess.
President Vanover:  As the Mayor said, this is kind of a negative residual of our water retention and detention basins because there are a number of them that do not leave, their native. Where they used to migrate to North Alabama which was one of the areas that they would nest during the winter; they are actually habituating this region continually now.  I know it has changed a few putts on the golf course for me.
Mayor Webster:  I was just getting ready to say that it is a real problem for golf courses.  I have read articles where they have contracted with people with dogs and have them come out once a month maybe and these dogs chase the geese away.  They probably watch the trucks and as the truck leaves with the dog, then they probably go at it again.  It’s a real problem; of course you can’t go around collecting or shaking the eggs or something, unfortunately.
President Vanover:  Well, they are using the dogs at airports because it is definitely a hazard for aircraft.

New Business

-
none

Meetings and Announcements
-
none
Communications from the Audience
-
None
Executive Session – Economic Development

Mrs. Emerson made a motion to go into Executive Session as a Committee of the Whole to discuss Economic Development and Labor Negotiations.  Mr. Hawkins seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 7 - 0 vote to go into Executive Session.  Council departed chambers at 7:50 p.m.  Council returned to chambers at 9:08 p.m.

Update on Legislation Still in Development

Mr. Hawkins:  All matters from the Internal Memorandum are forthcoming.

Recap of Legislative Items Requested for Next Council Meeting

Mr. Hawkins:  We have Item No. I, an Ordinance Accepting a Proposal under the State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program, Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk of Council/Finance Director to Entering into a Contract to Purchase and Installation of forty-nine 800 MHz Radios and Declaring that an Emergency. 
Adjournment

Mr. Hawkins moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Emerson seconded the motion and Council adjourned at 9:10 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,








Kathy McNear








Clerk of Council/Finance Director

Minutes Approved:
Tom Vanover, President of Council

_______________________, 2016
