City of Springdale Council
June 15, 2016

President Vanover called Council to order on June 15th, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.

The governmental body and those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. McNear provided the invocation.

Mrs. McNear took roll call.  Council Members Diehl, Ghantous, Harlow, Hawkins, Shroyer, and Vanover were present.  Council Member Emerson as not present.

President Vanover:  Mrs. Emerson did text me this weekend and said she would be out of town on vacation, so she wouldn’t be here this evening.  Council, before we go much further, we have had added item 5A.   We have some presentations to do, and being kind and thoughtful, we’ll get them in early, before the weather turns. 

The Minutes of the June 1st, 2016 City Council Meeting were considered.  Mr. Hawkins made a motion to adopt; Mrs. Harlow seconded.  Minutes were adopted as published with six affirmative votes.

Mayor Webster issued the following Proclamation:

“WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs are an integral part of communities throughout this country, including the City of Springdale; and

WHEREAS, our parks and recreation are vitally important to establishing and maintaining the quality of life in our communities, ensuring the health of all citizens, and contributing to the economic and environmental well-being of a community and region; and

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs build healthy, active communities that aid in the prevention of chronic disease, provide therapeutic recreation services for those who are mentally or physically disabled, and also improve the mental and emotional health of all citizens; and

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs increase a community’s economic prosperity through increased property values, expansion of the local tax base, increased tourism, the attraction and retention of businesses, and crime reduction; and

WHEREAS, parks and recreation areas are fundamental to the environmental well-being of our community; and

WHEREAS, parks and natural recreation areas improve water quality, protect groundwater, prevent flooding, improve the quality of the air we breathe, provide vegetative buffers to development, and produce habitat for wildlife; and

WHEREAS, our parks and natural recreation areas ensure the ecological beauty of our community and provide a place for children and adults to connect with nature and recreate outdoors; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. House of Representatives has designated July as Parks and Recreation Month; and

WHEREAS, the City of Springdale recognizes the benefits derived from parks and recreation resources.

NOW THEREFORE, I, DOYLE H. WEBSTER, Mayor of the City of Springdale, do hereby proclaim the month of July, 2016 as Parks and Recreation Month in the City of Springdale and be it resolved that all citizens of this community join with citizens of other communities throughout this country in recognizing that parks and recreation services are essential to the quality of life, not only in July, but all through the year as well.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the City of Springdale to be affixed this fifteenth day of June in the year of Our Lord, Two Thousand Sixteen.”

Mr. Karle accepted the proclamation from Mayor Webster on behalf of the Parks and Recreation Department and expressed his gratitude for the support of Council and the community.

Jeff Gaylor from the American Heart Association presented the Mission Lifeline 2016 EMA Bronze Performance Achievement Award to Springdale Fire Department.  Chief Mike Hoffman accepted the award on behalf of Springdale Fire Department.  Several member of Council expressed their thanks for personal experiences with the Springdale Fire Department.

Chief Mathis presented Springdale citizen Jermaine Brown with a Challenge Coin for his heroic efforts in an altercation at Tri-County Mall and commended Officer Jim Grindle for his efforts.

Committee and Official Reports

Civil Service Commission

Mr. Higgins:  Thank you, Mr. President.  The Civil Service Commission met on June 2nd in the Administrative Conference Room.  Mrs. Nienaber, myself, and Mr. Thamann were in attendance.  Mr. Coleman was absent.  The Commission reviewed and accepted the Minutes from the April Meeting.  

Reports – the candidate for the position of the full time paramedic and firefighter is currently in the background phase.  Candidates for the positions of full time patrolman have completed the interview phase, and the candidate for the full-time recreation program position is almost complete. 

 Under New Business, the Commission was made aware of a resignation in the Tax Department.  We still have candidates from the last hiring process that are being re-interviewed.  The promotional exam process for the position of Fire Captain was reviewed and approved by the Commission, and the Commission granted authorization for the temporary appointment of a Fire Captain until the promotion process has been completed.  

The Commission reviewed all correspondence between myself and the administration.  Of note, Ms. Deborah Boggs received permanent appointment to the position of Administrative Assistant, and finally the meeting adjourned with the next scheduled meeting for July 6th at 6:00 p.m. in the administration conference room.  And that concludes my report if there is no questions.

Rules and Laws




Mr. Diehl
-
no report

Finance Committee




Mr. Diehl
-
no report

Planning Commission

Mrs. Harlow:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Planning Commission met last evening, June 14th, 2016 with all seven members in attendance.  

Under Old Business, the Atrium Hotel and Conference Center at 30 Tri-County Parkway applied for a Planned Unit Development Zone Map Amendment, as well as a Preliminary Development Plan.  I will note at this time that Mr. Bauer recused himself because one of his relatives works for one of the architectural forms that the Atrium Hotel and Conference Center employs.  So, Mr. Darby, our chairperson, made the applicant aware that they would have to have five solid votes in order to have this passed.  And what The Atrium was requesting is they have six point eight six acres of property at the 30 Tri-County Parkway, and it’s zoned general business.  It was developed in 1979 as a 149 room hotel with banquet facilities.  The site currently has 387 parking place, spaces to serve an approximately 98,442 square foot building.  A zone map amendment was requested to classify the property to the PUD, Planned Unit Development district.  The applicant is proposing to convert the existing hotel and banquet facility into a 139 person assisted living facility with adult daycare and supportive services.  A rehabilitation facility as well as health and fitness facility would be included within the development.  This was a very lengthy presentation.  It lasted for probably two and half hours, and the conversation 
went back and forth with the need for the senior housing.  They supported the data for that.  Why was the Atrium not a viable hotel and they felt it was because that, you know GE had left Springdale and they got a lot of their hotel patrons from the GE training facilities that were across the street.
Currently the Atrium is behind in back taxes and the owner, Mr. Patel was here along with the bankruptcy lawyer, the architects, the engineers.  He had quite a few people with him, and again, you know we discussed this inside and out.  There was talk about walking paths, sidewalks, where the assisted living people might be able to walk, what ancillary services were in the area that they might be able to receive, and I believe that the Planning Commission gave it a 
very fair hearing.  We listened.  We paid attention to their reports, to their data.  We questioned some of their data and some of the slides that they had.  At the end of the night, the vote was taken, and it failed.  It failed with five no’s and one yes.  The applicant did tell Planning Commission that he was aware that his next step was to go to Council, and my understanding is that they plan to come to Council, and I think that’s a good idea.  I think it’s a good idea that the entire Council can see their presentation and the entire Council gets to decide if it should be a Planned Unit Development or if it’s considered spot zoning.  That would conclude that report.

The next item we had was New Business, and that’s the Meadows at Maple Knoll at 11050 Springfield Pike, this was a Minor Improvement Application.  They are going to be redoing the entire Meadows building.  They are going to be remodeling it. They’re going to be adding new light fixtures to the outside, new landscaping, and in this process, they will be adding fifteen parking spaces.  One of the questions came up was how would this impact the storm water management.  Mr. Shvegzda as well as one of the gentlemen from Maple Knoll’s firm reported that the fifteen parking spaces on a property of that size was the, the run-off water was really hard to measure.  It was such a small amount.  They do have a retention basin in the back, and they will be working with City Planner and Mr. Taylor of our Building Department to make sure that the culvert back there is well-cleared of vegetation so that any run-off water will not have any problem draining.  And that was passed with a seven to zero vote.  And that would conclude my report; I would be happy to answer any questions.  

President Vanover:  Mrs. Ghantous.

Mrs. Ghantous: Thank you, Mr. President.  Mrs. Harlow, what were the main points that, the bigger points that you feel like were contested on the Atrium’s presentation?

Mrs. Harlow: Well, if you looked at the zoning map, there’s offices to the south, a restaurant to the west, as well as other offices to the west, there’s a car lot to the north, and then to the east, there’s a strip mall.  It, there is no residential there at all, or multi-family.  We just didn’t feel like that was a spot to put residents.  So that was one of the sticking points.  The other was, will it be a, they’re planning, they planned on putting $10 million in it, and for me it was a really tough night, because as a Councilperson wearing the Councilperson’s hat, I wanted that $10 million to be invested in our city, but as a person who sat on Planning Commission and looked at the zoning map, I did not want to see residential area put in a general business area. And I think the, you know, if this is a decision that needs to be made, I think it needs to be made by the entire Council, because the Planned Unit Development does give us control, but again, there’s two of us sitting on the Board from Council and Planned Unit Development I believe should come before Council for their approval.

President Vanover:  Mr. Hawkins.

Mr. Hawkins: Thank you, Mr. President.  Mrs. Harlow gave an accurate and through report with regard to what happened.  As another member of the Planning Commission that was there, I’ll start off by saying, full disclosure and all candor, I was the one vote for it, and I voted for it because I wanted to see it come before Council and Council make that decision.  I can’t say if when it comes before Council, if I will ultimately support the change.  There’s some data that I still want, and some of that is legal in terms of the impact, if it is spot zoning, and or if it’s defensible either way in terms of the position Council takes.  So, not having that information, I couldn’t tell you 
ultimately where I would come out on the side of that but you know, keeping in mind that the 2008 Comprehensive Plan, looking at all that, there’s you know, some back and forth with regard to it.  I think the Commission gave it a very fair and thorough examination.  I will say with regard to the presentation that they gave, some of the information was helpful, some of the information was irrelevant, and some of the information was flat out misleading. They had, and self-serving for them.  They had one aerial photo of the hotel and some of the office parking around there, and they were commenting as to why this wasn’t a viable hotel and saying, look at all these empty parking spaces, and through checking it, the day they took it, they took the picture on a Saturday.  Of course you’re not going to have people at the offices.  So you know, I think at the end of the day that building is probably not going to be successful as a hotel. Doesn’t mean it can’t be successful as something else, but I don’t think it’s going to be successful as a hotel and the hope is that regardless of what happens with them or what decisions Council makes, hopefully we don’t end up with a situation where that building is a blight and abandoned and of zero use. But you know there was a lot of information that was given.  Like I said, some of it was just self-serving and misleading.  Some of it was helpful and accurate.  And at the end of the day, in terms of the success as a hotel or lack thereof, a lot of that falls on the lap of the operators and their failure to maintain it and keep it up.

President Vanover:  Mayor Webster.

Mayor Webster:  Thank you, Mr. President.  I’m not an expert on the zoning code, but isn’t there some circumstances where at the beginning of a discussion, the Chairman asks if you two, being the Council reps, think this a major change?  But maybe that only happens on a PUD.  Is that it… okay.  So I know both of you believe that fact that you’d like to see it come before Council.  I guess, you know, I guess I was a little surprised that had that gone the other way, had it passed last night, then this Council would never have seen that.  

Mr. Hawkins:  If I may, Mr. President?

President Vanover:  Go ahead.

Mr. Hawkins:  That was only a recommendation, so either, if the Commission would have voted in support of it being approved, it would have still come before Council.  It just would be coming before Council with the Planning Commission’s approval.

Mayor Webster:  I see.  Okay.

Mr. Hawkins: But because Commission did not approve it, it’s not going to come before Council unless the applicant wants to come.  Is that accurate?

Mayor Webster:  No, I think under the new zoning code, it automatically I think comes here.

Mr. Hawkins: Oh, is it?  Okay.

Mayor Webster:  Is that right?

President Vanover:  Mr. Forbes.

Mr. Forbes:  Right, well actually that’s the same under the old code. On a zone change, it’s actually much like the Vandercar property.  That came to Council whether it was a positive or a negative recommendation.  The way a code works is, anyone applying for a zone change, whether it’s a PUD or any other type of zone change, goes to Planning Commission.  Planning Commission makes a recommendation and then that recommendation goes to Council.  So it would come to Council either way; the relevant difference is if it’s a positive recommendation or a negative recommendation, how many votes it might take for Council to approve it.  In this case, it would be coming, as I understand it, it would be coming to Council with a recommendation of denial so if Council wants to approve it, it would take five votes to overturn that.  Yeah.

President Vanover:  Okay.  Mr. Shroyer.

Mr. Shroyer: Thank you, Mr. President.  Mrs. Harlow, is the, in your opinion, was the majority of the objection strictly revolved around the zoning issue?

Mrs. Harlow: In my opinion, yes.

Mr. Shroyer:  Did the Commission feel they had a viable concept or a viable project if it fit?

Mrs. Harlow: Well, I don’t think that the Commission can really tell if a business is going to be viable or not, as much, you know, we’d like all businesses to succeed, but you know.  I’ve questioned…

Mr. Shroyer:  Well, maybe now viable’s the wrong term, but in the thought that it’s probably not going to be viable as a hotel.

Mrs. Harlow:  I don’t think it’s going to be viable as hotel.

Mr. Shroyer:  Did their project seem to work for the property?

Mrs. Harlow: You know, and I asked, I asked, I asked about that and the gentleman who owns the hotel, who bought it in 2008 I believe.  Is that correct, Mr. Hawkins?  2006? He purchased it and it was in a decline at that time.  He has many hotels, and they’re, quite a few of them are what they call flagship hotels, and so he has experience at running hotels, but for some reason, and I can’t answer the reasons, this is not making money.  It’s not a $100 a night hotel.  It’s a $50 a night hotel, and you know it’s not attracting people who want to be in a $100 hotel.  

Mr. Shroyer:  I guess my question is more if it wasn’t for the zoning issue, would the Planning Commission have had objection to the project?

Mrs. Harlow:  To the use of the project?  No, I don’t think we would’ve.  They want to turn it into a 139 assisted living.  I mean it’s their property; they actually have the right to do with their property what they want to do with it as long as it fits in the City’s plan.  Would it be viable?  I don’t know, and the other thing that kind of concerns me is that we have a lot of senior facilities already in Springdale, and I don’t want Springdale to be known only for senior facilities.  

President Vanover:  Mr. Parham.

Mr. Parham:  Thank you, Mr. President.  I guess one of the statements I would focus on the comments that Mr. Hawkins made relative to their comments.  The part of their presentation where they did speak of some facts, but they did also speak a great deal of information that was self-serving.  I guess I’m not necessarily in agreement that that property cannot function as a hotel.  If you invest into the property, you fix the property up, you keep the property clean, you clean up all the paper and trash around the property, you may be able to convince first of all a flag to present itself there.  You also, more importantly, may convince somebody to want to live in that property.  Right now as we’ve mentioned before, we have a challenge with hotels in the City of Springdale.  This hotel is not an exception.  Yes, they, as they indicated purchased this property when it was under trying times.  They knew that when they bought the property.  They spoke of not investing capital into their property when they 
purchased it, but they talked about cleaning the property.  You can’t clean that building and the facility and hope that someone is going to want to simply stay in that property if you don’t make the repairs or if you don’t invest capital into the property.  It once was successful as a hotel.  Primarily, as they articulated, because General Electric filled the office buildings in the area.  Well, we now have Humana that in those offices.  We have Cincom that’s back there.  We have Macy’s that is coming into town.  We have Maple Knoll Village in need of hotel space.  We have gotten letters from those organizations to assist us, as we were trying to secure the funding from Hamilton County, which said they are in need of hotel space in this community.  They (the applicant) presented to us last night, or to the Commission last night, that there’s no 
need for a hotel because the buildings are empty.  They used thirty-three percent (33%) vacancy rate in our office buildings, which we don’t agree with number, but they suggested that’s the reason they can’t operate a hotel.  They once marketed to those offices when GE was there.  There’s nothing wrong with marketing to those offices with Humana there, with Cincom there, but you have to put money back into the property.  They have for whatever reason, chosen not to do that.  So if they begin to put money back into the property, invest into the property, then perhaps they’ll get someone who wants to live in the property.  We still have GE training facility there. If you’re out at any point in time, often in our restaurants, you might be lucky enough as I have on a number of occasions, to meet individuals having dinner who’s from foreign countries and other places who come in town to train at that facility.  They’re here.  They need places to stay.  Unfortunately, they don’t stay in hotels in Springdale.  Relative to the zoning issue, at least from my perspective sitting here listening last night, the whole issue was about whether or not you change the zoning to fit this particular development.  Now their argument is that the hotel doesn’t work and there is not a need for hotels.  I’ve just presented that there is a need for hotels.  At the same time, they are facing financial challenges.  In hopes of, from my perspective, securing assistance whether it’s from the state or federal government to pay for the residential units that’s going to be at that property.  Part of what they said last night is that these units would contain a microwave, a refrigerator, and a sink, but they were not going to contain a stove.  The Commission asked, do you find that to be a challenge in filling the properties?  And the gentleman they had who’s operated these types of facilities before, he says for twenty-seven years these types of business, said he’s never in none of his facilities, ever had a unit that has stoves and he 
doesn’t find that to be the case.  A couple members on the Commission said well, in their research, as they’ve tried to find assisted living locations, it’s in all of them.  There’s a stove in all of them.  They want everything.  They want two bedrooms.  So there was information that they presented that was rather contradictory.  It was an opportunity to try to get what they need in order to secure this building. The financing they have is, the $10 million, is for this particular investment.  Okay, is there a need for senior housing in our Great Cincinnati area, for assisted living?  Sure there is, but it doesn’t necessarily in my mind fit in that particular location.  At the same time, if there is this seriously dire need in the City of Springdale, there’s already a piece of property that’s been approved for assisted living, and no one has built there yet.  That’s the former GEEAA Park.  So if there is everybody’s rushing to beat the doors down to fill that vacancy, someone would have at least come to the place where it’s been already approved and all you have to do is come in, submit your plans, and begin constructing the building.  What we hope to do is not to present whether you believe that it will be successful as a hotel or not.  There are other uses in our general business zoning that this piece of property can be successful in.  It’s not just a hotel, and right now I don’t believe it should be assisted living in that location.  There’s nothing around that location that supports assisted living.  As they talked about last night, there are no sidewalks in the area. Where are these people going to walk to?  If you see the plan, the plan suggests on the northern part where they’re going to take a parking lot, to the north of that tallest building, which right now is closed, but they plan on putting a little walking area there.  Is that the extent of the walking you had planned for the residents and the tenants?  And their hope is, and their thought in their presentation, is the residents who now live in Springdale who’s going to want to stay in Springdale, that’s going to want to stay in one of these little units.  I can’t vision that.  So I think the zoning was a part of the process and the concerns that the Commission, I understood heard last evening.  That was part of the problem.  Thank you.

President Vanover:  Mrs. McNear.

Mrs. McNear:  Thank you, Mr. President. Ah yes, the large companies like the Cincoms, who is an international company and a former employer of mine, Humana who is a competitor of my current company, large companies like Humana and Macy’s, all these companies have travel policies and those policies demand that you stay in specific hotels and they have that because they’re negotiated rates for these large chains, and they are going to be safe hotels that are, you know, late model, everything’s clean, everything is safe.  And those, and they have negotiated pricing as well, and those are where you must stay.  This is not an option.  If I as an employee go decide to stay at a hotel other than what has been selected for me, then it comes out of my pocket.  People are not going to do that, and I can assure you hotels like the Atrium are not on the list.  Thank you.

President Vanover:  Mayor Webster.

Mayor Webster:  Well, I think that’s why you have, it’s so important to have a flag, a national flag on these hotels.  Somebody in Boston or New York, they don’t know what the Atrium is, but they would know what a Holiday Inn is, or they would know what a Comfort Inn or whatever.  Two or three points.  First off, Derrick alluded to the training, GE training facility.  Yeah, that’s true and those people do need a place to stay, and all of those, that office space that GE rented, they used that when they had out of town people come in, they used that.  But they didn’t, they wouldn’t use it today, in the situation it’s in.  They used it back then because you know, it was presentable.  It was decent.  It was, you know you weren’t embarrassed to stay there.  So I think they brought it in themselves as far as they allowed the deterioration to take place in the property.  Also, if you look around at our other assisted living facilities; Maple Knoll across the street; Baldwin I don’t think is assisted living, that’s primarily senior housing, but then you come on up with the what’s it called, Brookwood today, I think.  Brookwood Retirement.  You look at the setting of those places, and it’s a heck of a lot more conducive than all the asphalt and the concrete you see surrounding that hotel over there.  And as Mr. Parham indicates, there are no sidewalks.  There’s no place for people to get out and have any recreational facilities, so I commend the Planning Commission on doing a great job last night rejecting it.  Also, I understand that our 2008/2009 City was brought in because it called for some residential housing, but I don’t think that’s the kind of residential housing that our planners envisioned there.  I think they envisioned something for maybe young couples, millenniums if you will, condominiums, that kind of stuff.

Mrs. Harlow:  Could I address that, Mr. President?

Mayor Webster:  And maybe even, maybe empty-nesters, but still not this kind of housing.

Mrs. Harlow:  May I address that?

President Vanover:  Sure.

Mrs. Harlow:  We discussed that a little bit last night, Mayor, and multi-family housing is on the northeast quadrant, so it’s over by the cemetery and the golf course.  That area is the area that was designated for the multi-family housing like you know, people talked about well there could be condos there that would allow people to shop at Tri-County Mall or at Friday’s or have some green space behind them at the golf course, or even just have green space to look at at the cemetery.  That’s on the northeast quadrant.  It’s not in that section that we’re talking about right now.

Mayor Webster:  But even, yeah maybe it’s a different spot, but it still, it wasn’t institutional-type housing.  

Mrs. Harlow: No, it was multi-family…

Mayor Webster: That’s what we’re talking about here.

Mrs. Harlow: No, no.

Mayor Webster: We’re talking about, they can call it what they want, it’s institutional use.

Mrs. Harlow:  Right, it was…

Mayor Webster:  And I don’t think that…

Mrs. Harlow:  It was multi-family, and we talked about how nice it would be to have condos for young professionals there.  That was in all of our 2008 and nine plan, and this doesn’t fit that either.

Mayor Webster:  Okay, well I’m looking forward to hearing their presentation.  

Mrs. Harlow:  Well, I hope they don’t give us the aerial view because I kept looking at the date and thinking…

Mayor Webster:  I just hope they don’t give us the two and a half hour presentation.

President Vanover:  Well, and I was there last night and I whole-heartedly echo many of these statements and Mr. Parham pointed out the training facility is still there.  They hung their hats that they lost, they said YRC, Yellow Freight, which it wasn’t.  It would have been Roadway at that point in time.  They did shut down, but they’re back in operation again as YRC.  So, the businesses are there.  By definition, since it didn’t include a true kitchen, it’s not a dwelling.  So they, again as Mr. Hawkins pointed out, they were a little loose with definitions and it was always in self-serving things.  So I mean, I sit there and was interested in seeing the presentation, and I saw you know, it out there, and I just, well to quote one of their statements, “Location, location, location.” And this location wasn’t right for that type of facility.  But we’ll have a chance, not much sense to labor much more on this, we’re going to have a chance to see it and chew the fat on it and dissect it ourselves.  So we will have that forthcoming.  At this point I’d like to kind of continue on Board of Zoning Appeals.  Mrs. Ghantous, do you have a report?

Board of Zoning Appeals

Mrs. Ghantous

-
no report

Board of Health



Mrs. Emerson


-
Absent

Capital Improvements


Mrs. Ghantous

-
no report

O-K-I

Mrs. Harlow:  Thank you.  OKI met on June 9th, 2016.  One item on our agenda was resolution authorizing the adoption of the Council Fiscal Year 2017 Operating and Capital budgets, and we also had an OKI 2040 regional transportation update.  And that would conclude my report.

Mayor’s Report

Mayor Webster: Thank you, Mr. President.  Couple things.  First off, I attended the latest Hamilton County Municipal League meeting, May 23rd, I believe it was.  Some very, very disturbing news came out of that.  They introduced the new Chairman of the Hamilton County or the Ohio Municipal League, and evidently the earnings tax legislation that you guys had to adopt in December to enable us to enact, or collect earnings tax this year, it’s gonna be under further review that the things that the left on the table that got negotiated out, they want to renegotiate 
those.  And one of the central parts of it a centralized collection, which I think somebody said that that’s, that would happen, and they’re gonna keep knocking on the door, and they’re gonna, that’s one of the things they’re gonna get.  If the earnings tax stays as it is today, there’s also I understand the head of the Senate is hell-bent on eliminating the earnings tax application to non-residents, so you can imagine what kind of earnings tax we would collect in Springdale if all that only applied to residents not the workforce. You can imagine what that would do to the City of Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland.  Every city in this country, or this State would be bankrupt, but needless to say, the State Chairman of the Senate I’m sure if from a township that doesn’t have the ability to levy an earnings tax, and that’s where the rub always comes in.  So, you’ll, I’m sure sometime in the near future you’ll be asked to pass another earnings tax ordinance. 

On a lighter note, we had a, tried to recreate the softball tournament in the City of Springdale.  That did not go over well.  We had, I think last Wednesday was the deadline.  I believe, Greg, correct me if I’m wrong. I believe we had five teams that applied and only two paid, and so you know, the ground rules going in is that we had to have at least twelve teams to make it a go, so I appreciate everybody’s efforts, boosters, and Greg and Staff, and also Mr. Steve Barnes who was the residents that thought that he knew enough people that wanted to participate that he could get them to sign up, but so I appreciate his efforts also.  
And of the more pleasant things that’s taken place is this morning I had a meeting with the owners of the new Springdale grocery store.  Believe it or not, that still is going to happen, and I know everybody laughs and chuckles, but the people that are going to have the grocery store have purchased the property, number one.  That’s encouraging, so they’re not just paying rent, so they’ve got some capital on the line.  And they have been submitting plans to the Building Department, so they’re actively working on it. But I guess one of the most exciting things I heard come out of that meeting is that they are going, hopefully on day one is my understanding, they will be able to, you’ll be able to go online, order your groceries, they’ll be delivered to your home.  And I think it’s, you know, it’s very innovative.  I know there’s a big article in this morning’s paper comparing Kroger’s and Amazon, and so these guys are jumping right out there in the fray, and yeah they can’t wait to get this store opened, get this concept perfected, so they can take that to other, other stores around the area and that’s why they are really, really pretty well committed to the name.  It’s Enson, is the family name, and so that’s why up to this point they call it Enson Market.  Well the purpose of the meeting this morning was that I, I wanted to try to convince them to have, call it the Springdale Food Market or something, or Tri-County Food Market.  And so they understood why I wanted that, and they did agree to try to incorporate Food Market and Springdale and or Tri-County, a combination of those buzzwords into maybe a sub-title.  So Enson’s Springdale Food Market, for instance, and so they’re going to go back to the drawing board.  They’re going to submit to Christine you know several different variations of that, and we’ll let them know which ones that we like the best.  So it was a very, very productive meeting, a very enlightening meeting.  I had no idea that they were going to have this online shopping concept, so I think that, I think especially for a community like ours that would be very, very well received.  So that concludes my report, Mr. President.  Thank you.

Clerk of Council/ Finance Director

Mrs. McNear: Thank you, Mr. President.  I have an update for the General Fund through May 31st.  For receipts, based on a net budget of $16.54 million, we have received $9.32 million, which is sixty-one percent of the budget.  That budget receipt is made of five top sources of Earnings Tax, Real Estate Taxes, Paramedic Services, Local Government Funds, and Mayor’s Court.  That’s $8.756 million of the $9.328 million, or seventy-eight percent of the total.  For expenditures on the net budget of $16.708 million, we have spent $6.703 million or forty-two percent of the budget.  And our ending General Fund balance through May 31st was $5.565 million.  That concludes my report.  Thank you.

Administrator’s Report

Mr. Parham:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Council, a bit of interesting and I think good news, perhaps.  Earlier today the City Engineer’s office became aware of some possible federal funds for shovel-ready transportation projects.  These dollars were leftover dollars from previous projects that either came in below their original budgets, and so they’re about $2.6 million, almost $2.7 million that they’re putting back out into the market for an opportunity.  The projects are only for roads and bridges.  The unfortunate part of this is that the deadline was 5 o’clock today, and so what we did was made a decision that we would submit two projects in hopes of securing the funds.  We believe that the funding level is eighty percent federal, twenty percent local.  They only required very basic information such as the location of the project, the description of the project, and the estimated construction cost for the project.  The two projects that we identified that we know are pretty much shovel-ready for us, one being Jake Sweeney Place.  You know we’ve applied for funding on three different occasions for SCIP funds.  We were not successful.  The plan this year was to apply for SCIP funds once again, this time requesting fifty percent grant, fifty percent loan as our matching.  The other project is the State Route 4 Urban Paving Project.  That one is not a part of our long-term capital improvement program we’ve been speaking of recently, but that one is on, and has been a part of our 2017 budget.  It is from just north of the off-ramp, eastbound off-ramp of 275 down to Cameron Road.  It picks up where the previous project went from Cameron to Sharon Road.  That project has a price tag of about $915,000 as ODOT’s latest estimate.  The City’s share was approximately $457,500.  That number has gone up since the previous estimate.  Our cost at that time was $375,000.  The Jake Sweeney Place estimate is $937,000.  
I wanted to share that with you.  If you are not in favor of it, we very well could go back and rescind our application
Mayor Webster:  Is this SCIP funding?

Mr. Parham: No, this is, this is not SCIP funding.  This is a, Don, help me.

Mr. Shvegzda:  Basically, it’s federal transportation earmarked dollars that haven’t been utilized, so it’s federal money, STP funds, TA funds, and those types of things.

Mayor Webster:  So who all is competing for these funds?

Mr. Parham: We don’t know.  We just got the information today.

Mr. Shvegzda:  That is correct.  Basically it’s anybody within the limits of what ODOT District 8 encompasses.

Mayor Webster:  Okay, so it could be the whole district.

Mr. Parham:  That’s all I had.

Law Director’s Report





Mr. Forbes
-
no report

Engineer’s Report

Mr. Shvegzda:  Thank you, Mr. President.  On the 2015 Street Program, that project is basically completed.  The last items to be finished were the crack sealing on West Kemper Road, Northland Boulevard, and Merchant street and Century Circle North, and then the, it’s called the Frictional Mastic Surface Treatment for West Kemper Road and the thermoplastic.  And the Public Works contracts have been completed also.  The last item was there was the Glensprings Extension Curb.  On the Southbound Route 4 land addition, bids for the project were open on May 19th of this year with Barrett Paving being the lowest bidder, and their bid amount was $552,987.54.  We’ll be probably getting the schedule request for pre-construction meeting.  We’ll get an idea of when their actual schedule is on their project.  2016 Street Program consists of basically your grinding, repair, resurfacing for West Kemper Road from Kenn through State Route 4, and then also on the Route 4 service drive across the street.  Then there’s a maintenance component to several area of streets that’s basically the pavement preservation seal, and that’s in the area of the 2013 Street Program streets, Woodvale, Ashmore, and the 2015 Street Program streets.  And the schedule for that project is, they advertise for bids tomorrow.  Bids will open June 30th, with the award of contract July 20th Council Meeting.  That concludes my report.
There were no Communications to present.

Communications from the Audience

Mrs. Brooks:  I think almost all of you know me.  I’m Sharon Brooks and tonight I’m here on behalf of the Springdale Sailfish Swim Team.  I want to introduce to you Tasha Wilson who has willingly, no I did not like beg her, to take on the role of Co-Presidenting with me for the 2016 swim season.  The hope is that she’ll take over as President next year, while I will take on more of the role of planning for championships, since we scheduled to host them in 2017.  We’re working with Charlie right now at the Community Center on getting a date.  Once we have a date, we’ll send it you guys for your approval and we’ll go from there.  With the 2016 swim season, we on behalf of the seventy-three swimmers and families, wanted to take the time to thank the City and the employees for all of their support.  We recently found out that we were losing the City of Reading Swim Team in our league, and one of the reasons given was not much support from the City.  And it really got us thinking how fortunate we are to have such great support from the City employees and even the City members.  And I’m not, it’s not just financially, either.  I’m often asked by several of you how the Sailfish season is going, and I know it’s because you genuinely care.  Tasha has a few words to say, too.

Mrs. Wilson: The Sailfish, in addition to the City’s support, we’re always looking for ways to raise money.  This year we have two main fundraisers.  The first one is on June 
21st.  We’ll receive twenty-five percent of all profits from anyone who presents a flier at City Barbecue in Blue Ash.  Please consider supporting the team while enjoying a great meal.  
It’s an all-day event on June 21st.  You’ll just need the flier.  The second fundraiser is the Various Views Parent Survey, which is on July 12th.  It’s from 4 to 7:30 p.m.  It’s in rooms B & C in the Community Center.  With this event, we provide the participants for the research survey, and in turn the Sailfish receive the funding.  Each year we have to commit to 100 participants, and since we have all small teams that we’re going against at home this year, we would like to ask for support from you all.  It takes approximately thirty minutes of answering questions and or smelling certain scents.  Please consider helping us.  We do not get any funding if we do not have the 100 participants.

Mrs. Brooks:  I have City Barbecue fliers and a reminder for the parent’s survey.  Can I pass them out, or do you want to?

Mr. Vanover:  Pass them out.  Go ahead.

Mrs. Brooks: But again, you know we can’t stress the importance of how much we appreciate your support, and really without the support of the City, we wouldn’t have the Springdale Sailfish.

President Vanover:  Mayor Webster.

Mayor Webster: I know from my standpoint, we spend a lot of time and effort scratching our heads on how we get the kids involved and how we grow these programs, and you guys have done a marvelous job of that.  I know a few years ago, I think our numbers were down in the, what in the fifties, or maybe even lower than that?

Mrs. Brooks:  I think the lowest we got was probably sixty or sixty-one, and within the past seven years.  

Mayor Webster:  So you guys have really grown that number.  How many did you have last year?

Mrs. Brooks: Last year was right around, aside from the one year where we had over 100, our numbers usually are anywhere between seventy and eighty.

Mayor Webster:  But anyway, you guys certainly haven’t seen the run-off that we’ve seen in all the other programs, and for the most part you’ve grown that, and so I commend you for your efforts and also for Greg and his staff for their support of that thing also.  So anyway, it’s a joint effort and we appreciate your contribution.

President Vanover:  Mrs. Harlow.

Mrs. Harlow: Thank you, Mr. President.  On the survey, are there criteria?

Mrs. Brooks:  Eighteen, men and women eighteen and over.

Mrs. Harlow: Okay.  And do we have to sign up ahead of time?

Mrs. Brooks: You know what, you do not.  I will have a thing on Sign-Up Genius, but it’s not necessary.  If you, you can go anywhere between 4:30 and 7 o’clock, or I would recommend getting there before 7 o’clock just because they will cut it off at 7:30, and if you notice, on my flier, I did put, if you go before 6:30, our meet starts that night at 6:30.  You can stay and cheer on the Sailfish as well!

Mrs. Harlow: Thank you.

Mrs. Brooks: Thank you.

President Vanover: Mr. Hawkins.

Mr. Hawkins: Thank you, Mr. President.  I know it’s costly to go through and do this, but so the people have an idea of just the need for support, can you, can you tell what the average cost is to run the season and…

Mrs. Brooks: Oh, that would be on, that would fall on Dave Lyons, our Treasurer.

Mr. Hawkins: Okay, okay.

Mrs. Brooks:  I’m sorry; I was not prepared for that question.

Mr. Hawkins: Thank you, no problem.

Mrs. Brooks: But I can get you that information.

Mr. Hawkins: No problem.

President Vanover: Well, as a former Sailfish parent, I’m glad to see it coming back.  I fully understand it is a commitment.  You know, Tuesdays and Thursdays are gone for the summer, or at least until July anyway.  But it is something that you don’t forget.  There are times that I do miss walking the edge of the pool stroke-judging, and there are…

Mrs. Brooks: We need stroke and turn judges.

President Vanover: Did I say that? But, you know, and there are other times that it’s like phew, but it is, it is a fun commitment, but it is a huge commitment both on coaching and the organization, but also the parents and the kids.  So, hats off and wish you well.

Mrs. Brooks: Thank you.

Mrs. Wilson: Thank you.

Ordinances and Resolutions


President Vanover: Council, before us this evening we have resolution R10-2016.  Mrs. McNear.  Well, we’ll do the reading first and then open the Public Hearing.


Mrs. McNear: Resolution number R10-2016, adopting the tax budget of the City of Springdale for the year January 1st, 2017 through December 31st, 2017.  

Whereas the Mayor, the City Administrator, and the Clerk of Council/ Finance Director of the City of Springdale, Ohio has prepared and submitted to Council a tax budget, a copy hereto attached for the fiscal year January 1st, 2017 through December 21st, 2017, 

And whereas a Public hearing has been conducted on said tax budget with at least ten days prior notice,

Now therefore be it resolved by the Council of the City of Springdale, Ohio with member elected thereto concurring: 

Section 1: that the tax budget submitted to the Council of the City of Springdale, Ohio by the Mayor, the City Administrator, and the Clerk of Council/Finance Director for the year January 1st, 2017 through December 31st, 2017, a copy hereto attached be, and the same is hereby adopted.

Section 2: that the Clerk of Council, Finance Director is hereby directed to submit the adopted tax budget to the County Budget Commission on or before July 20th, 2016.

Section 3: that this resolution shall take effect and be enforced from and after the earliest period allowed by law.

Mr. Vanover opened the Public Hearing.  There were no comments for or against the issue.  Mr. Vanover closed the Public Hearing.  

Mr. Hawkins motioned to adopt.  Mr. Shroyer seconded the motion. The resolution was adopted with a vote of 6-0.

There was no Old Business to discuss.

There was no New Business to discuss.

Meetings and Announcements


Mrs. Ghantous: Thank you, Mr. President.  The Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on Tuesday, June 21st at 7 o’clock.


President Vanover:  Well, while we’re here, just to remind everybody and the audience too.  This is the last meeting of our regular schedule.  We will for July and August move into our 
summer schedule, which we will meet the third Wednesday of each month,  so just, you know, if you show up on the first, you’re going to play to an empty house. 

There were no Communications from the Audience.

Executive Session

Mr. Diehl motioned that Council should enter Executive Session to discuss Labor Negotiations.  Mr. Hawkins seconded the motion.  The motion passed six to zero. 

The Council retired for Executive Session at 8:15 p.m. and returned at 8:48 p.m.

Mrs. Harlow motioned to accept the SERB Case 2015-MED-10-1164, Factfinder’s Report for the Firefighter’s Union.  Mr. Diehl seconded the motion.  The motion was accepted six to zero.

Update on Legislation Still in Development

Mr. Hawkins: Thank you, Mr. President.  AS you look at your internal memorandum, item number one was resolved with resolution R10-2016. The resolution to adopt the 2017 Tax Budget of the City of Springdale for the year January 1st 2017 – December 31st 2017 was passed with a six to zero vote.  Item number two, there and four are forthcoming.  Item number five was addressed through some presentations regarding the Fire Department, Police Department, and Parks & Recreation.  And item number four, in regards of swearing in the new employee will take place in the July meeting.

Recap of Legislative Items Requested for Next Council Meeting

Mr. Hawkins: We have a request for an ordinance authorizing the City to find the employee’s health savings accounts in 2016, and declaring it an emergency.  We also have, that’s it, unless there’s anything else.

President Vanover:  Administration, we’re clear?
Adjournment

Mr. Diehl motioned for adjournment and Mr. Hawkins seconded the motion.  The motion passed and Council adjourned at 8:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,






Kathy McNear






Clerk of Council/ Finance Director

Minutes Approved:

Tom Vanover, President of Council
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