Springdale Board of Health Meeting
February 12, 2015

Lego League Presentation:

Five students from the Lego League Team from Springdale introduced themselves as “The Unpredictables” to the Board of Health. The team includes: Sahil Shah, age 14, 9th grade, Alexander Eley, age 14, 8th grade, Josiah Scott, age 13, 8th grade, Fred Blair Stevens IV, age 11, 6th grade and Aiden Morgenroth, age 11, 6th grade; all of which attend Princeton School District, (All of them attended Springdale Elementary, which is where they first joined Lego League. When the school stopped sponsoring a team, they moved into a community team so they could continue.). The students developed a Lego-inspired product with Patent-pending status entitled “The S.E.E.D Responder” (Seizure Episode Education Device). After introductions, the students performed a skit in which one child whom actually suffers from Epilepsy reenacted an Epileptic seizure; therein, depicting that when the S.E.E.D Responder is worn by an Epileptic, the severity risk within the first five minutes is significantly reduced because the device allows an unknowing bystander to respond to the needs of that person quickly and efficiently by providing verbal instruction when the S.E.E.D. Responder button is pressed. A dog tag would be accompanied by the device to indicate that the device is on the person and to press play for instruction. With the support and aid of their parents, the students have acquired a Provisional Patent-Pending status for the device
Mayor Webster called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. following the Lego League presentation. Mayor Webster suggested an allotment of time for a brief discussion regarding staffing. Mayor Webster announced the approved resignation of the Health Commissioner, Cammie Mitrione, and announced that the Administration would be working in concert with a recruiting company in order to seek the most qualified candidate for the position. The approximation of time for this process is eight weeks. In the mean time, Jerry Thamann will be providing oversight to the Health Department. As for the position of Administrative Assistant to the Department of Health, a candidate has been chosen, and an offer has been accepted. The new hire, Deborah Boggs is expected to begin training within the next 3-4 weeks. 
In attendance were Scott Garrison, Rita Hart, Jean Hicks, Lynn Jones, Dr. Kevin Ketring, Jim Squires, Dr. Webb and Mayor Doyle Webster. Mayor Webster announced that George Kellner would not be attending this evening’s meeting because his wife was in recovery from surgery. Cammie Mitrione attended the meeting as a member of the public.
The minutes from January 2015 were approved. 
City Council Report 

Mr. Squires reported that there was no legislation at the City Council meeting on February 4, 2015 to be discussed.  He reported the swearing in of new Patrol Officer Joseph Robers to the City of Springdale Police Department. Mr. Squires provided a bit of background information about The Robers family, their ties to the community of Springdale, and our gratitude to have Mr. Robers as our new addition to the Springdale P.D.
Unfinished Business 

2015 Public Pool/Spa Fee – Third Reading. Dr. Kevin Ketring made motion to accept; Lynn Jones seconded. R1-2015 passed with 4 unanimous votes. Concerns were raised regarding the Health Commissioner’s signature and pending legislation. It was decided that this issue would be discussed at a subsequent time.
The cost of State Accreditation was discussed in regards to the closure of the Sharonville Health Department; possible budgetary constraints being the preliminary factor in that event. 
New Business

A local massage parlor was briefly discussed as to whether a local licensing program should be further implemented. Licensed Massage Therapists are trained, certified and regulated by the Ohio Medical Board; whereas, other types of massage businesses such as relaxation massages are not regulated unless local regulations are implemented. A discussion was held as to whether all massage establishments; regardless of type, should be required to obtain State Accreditation in order to operate. The Board conferred as to whether this additional requirement could potentially deter questionable, unlawful or unsanitary practices; however, the cost of additional licensing and the potential hardship on local businesses would also need to be taken into consideration before anything is put forth before City Council. Further deliberation is required with respect to this issue at a subsequent meeting after a new Health Commissioner is hired.
Health Commissioner’s Report
Mayor Webster and Jean Hicks, the Director of Nursing reviewed The Health Commissioner’s report. The Mayor reported on the Hooter’s remodel, the new architect/ engineer for Panda Express and the recent establishment of Raising Cane’s occupation of the previous Don Pablo’s location. In addition, a new Micro Market (MM) will be going into General Electric at 199 Container Place. 

Pool license renewals will go out in early spring. Hotel/motel operating license renewals have been issued. 

Jean Hicks discussed an incident of food-borne illness at O’Charley’s Restaurant. As the result of a series of inspections and correspondences with the infected individuals; leftover food samples and stool samples were sent to the ODH lab. The leftover food samples tested positive for staph-enterotoxin. It was speculated that the temperature critical control point was the most plausible factor of causation in this event due to two food storage coolers not meeting temperature standards during Ella Jergens’ initial inspection of the facility. Dr. Ketring suggested a follow- up with O’Charley’s on more extensive ServSafe training and certification. 
There were seventeen Public Health Complaints including two housing complaints, seven bedbug complaints, four animal nuisance complaints, one mold complaint, three food service complaints and one dog bite.  
The significant decrease in the number of reported cases of local dog bites was noted during discussion of Public Health Complaints.
Public Health Nurse’s Report
FOOD BORNE OUTBREAK
 - Follow up was done on a complaint from the mother of a teen who had eaten at O’Charley’s restaurant. This involved several days of phone calls, inspections, and coordinating getting specimens sent to Ohio Department of Health for testing. The source was identified as the Alfredo sauce and leftovers that were contaminated with Staph enterotoxin. Equipment at the restaurant needed to be/was repaired to keep the foods at the correct temperatures to prevent this from happening again.

INFLUENZA- Influenza activity in Ohio is widespread as it is in the majority of the nation. CDC data shows that the majority of influenza illnesses have been caused by Influenza A. Nationwide there have been 61 pediatric deaths, 5 were Ohioans. During week 3, the Pneumonia and Influenza Mortality Surveillance showed a high level of deaths reported. See info in your packet

We may have reached a peak in new illnesses. However, the flu season typically lasts through March. 

EBOLA – Screening of travelers from Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone continues both before passengers are allowed to board the planes and for 21 days after they arrive in the U.S.

There are currently 27 travelers being monitored in Ohio. The median number arriving per day is 1, 63% are male, 89% are adults, 22 are considered permanent residents of US. A total of 125 travelers in Ohio are no longer being monitored, as their 21 days are finished. No citizens in the city of Springdale are being monitored at this time.

CDC statistics show that the number of Ebola cases and deaths continues to climb.  As of 2/04/2015 the total case count worldwide is 22,495(as September 23 there are 6574), the total deaths is now 8,981(in September it was 3091). These numbers may be incorrect since there are many unreported cases.

Dr. Kettering asked for report next month on the rate of decline of cases.

MEASLES – A multi-state outbreak started in California in December. It is likely that a traveler who was infected with measles visited the Disney Park(s) in December. Since measles is highly contagious from 4 days before the rash and 4 days afterward and since the virus remains viable for up to 2 hours on surfaces and in the air, the disease is easily caught by those not completely immunized. This and the previous outbreak here in Ohio underscore the need to continue to immunize against Measles.

HEALTHY U DIABETES SELF MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Next workshop is scheduled for Thursdays, February 19 – March 26th at Community Center from 1- 3:30. I will be co-facilitating the 6 week long workshop with Nancy Everett. We have 12 signed up to attend.

Invitation to Valentine’s Breakfast at Heritage Hill School tomorrow was shared and discussed.
Communications from the Public:

Cammie Mitrione addressed the Board of Health to thank everyone for the opportunity. Mrs. Mitrione communicated discontentment with the Administration. She informed the Board that she had purchased a business in 2011 due to increasing distrust for her superiors. Mrs. Mitrione stated that she had chosen to resign in order to safeguard her reputation. She then set forth advice for the Administration to consider in establishing better communication with the forthcoming Health Commissioner with respect to providing constructive feedback as well as positive feedback. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m.; the next meeting will be March 12, 2015.

Respectfully submitted, 

City of Springdale 
Department of Health 
